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|| In the Downfall of Two 
Illuſtrious Ttalian Families, - 
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TO THE 
Comte de SCHOMBERG. 
My Lord, 

WH Addreſe mito your Pic- 
ty the enſuing Example 
of the band of God up- 
= 7 the Impious, as T re- 
; ceived it from the mouth of a 
Sage, Learned and Dewout Fa- 
ther, who bad bad acquain- 
tance wh the good Oumplicius, 
one of the principal Perſons in 
the following Hiſtory,and there- 


jor the beſt acquainted with all 
A 2 the 
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The Epiſtle 
the particulars of it. 
If miſchief are cured by their 
oppoſrte remedies ; if we ſave 
xr ſees by the contr ary of that 
which deſtroys us, and if things 


are beſt ſet off by Compariſon 


with their contraries, I queſis 
on not but the $ plendor of 6 

Name, and the Glory of your 
Virtue, will bere ſhine with #he 
gr eateſ luſtre among ſt the thick 
darkneſſes repreſented in the en- 


ſung Narrative, But God 


who araweth light from the 
miaſt of obſcurity, does give us 


good inftrutttons, by the horrour 
ſo naturally lamped on the front 


of Vice. Some C riticks who 
— 


Dedicatory. 
ſhall run it over ( as it often 
' happens _) without ſtopping at 
this Epiſtle, will preſently judge 
_ that theſe are matters as unſt- 


ing for my hand,,as for your eyes, 


your Soul being as far remote 
from ſuch Idea's, as the Eaſt 
from the Weſt : But my ſenti- 
ments are different as I ſuppoſe 
yours will be, unleſs you be an 
Enemy to your own advantage; 
for who are fitter to beat down 
the moſs enormous vices, than 
thoſe who are elevated to the 
higheſt pitch of Vertue ? The 
oppoſong . 4 Giant,to David,was 
zt not the means to a2granaise 


bi * Glory ?, ? What other rodbut 
A that 


The Epiſtle 
that of Moſes conld devour Ser- 


pents? and what other ſtrength 
then that of Samplon could tear 


2 Lyon, ſubdue the Philiſtines, 


and unhinge and bear away the 
Gates of a City? tis for St. Peter 


to kill and eat anclean Beaſts. 


T be generous Julus 7n the great 


Roman Poet disdained to hunt 
the fearful Game, or to imploy 
himſelf in chaſsng or killing the 
timerous Deer ; wild Boars and 
Bears are onely y ſubjefs worthy 
his purſuit. 'T is the valour 0 

an Enemy that raiſeth the Glo- 
ry of the Vitor. Your deport- 


ments fo -full of Honour and of 


Virtue, =y. Jo þo terrible to 
V ice 


} 


| 
' 


Dedicatory. 
Vice, to ſuffer ber to approach 
| you otherwiſe then as ſubdued 
below your feet, and acknow- 
ledging you Victorious againſt 
ber ſtrongeſt efforts. It # in 
this equipage that this relation 
does approach you ; For as the 
Serpent Pithon was one of the 
moſt famous T rophies of Apol- 
lo, who had pierced it with 
his Arrows, a fabulous inven- 
tion whereby the Poets would 
denote that the rayes of the Sun 
do purifie all ordures ; And as 
this Glorious planet does with- 
out infection caſt bis rays upon 
a dunghil ; ſo thoſe of your con- 
dition can glance uponthe crimes 


A 4 againſt 
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The Epiltke 


xgainſt which 1 declaim in the 


enſuing pages, without offence ; 


and your LV ertue fhall. ſer VE INE 


for a Lance and Buckler m my 


combat, and CT hope ) my con- 
queſt, of theſe Monſters. T he 
Ark which ſaved from the de- 
Inge the ſeed of the Univerſe, 
did receive the unclean beaſt 
without contratting any impu- 
rity ; fo a firm and well tem- 
per d Soul looks down upon the 
inſolence of Vice with a disdain- 


ful Eye, aud is jo elevated as 


i were tin: the Higheſt regions 


of tire Air, twat their black 


Vapours can never reach tt : 
Judith offered to the Lord the 
- 4 Ha 


ficed Oxen and Gogts to the 


Dedicatory. 
Equipoge of Holofernes, Jo- 
ſhuah accurſed things of Acan, 
and Moſes . ſacrificed to him 
the abominations of the Egyp- 
tians; T beſe reaſons, My Lord, 
have invited me to addreſs this 
Tragical Narrative to Your 
Lordſhip, as to a Hercules, the 


chaſer of miſchief; nor is this 


withont Example, the ancient 
Etrhnicks dedicated Wolves to 
Mars, Eagles to Jupiter, Ly- 
ons to Hol, Owls to Minerva, 
and Foxes to Mercury. And 
the Hebrews themſelves ſacri- 


great God of Iſrael, and Lord 
of Hoſts : And to ſay truly, at 


the 


The Epiſtle 


the feet of what more ſignal 


Virtue can ſuch horrid impiety 


be thrown, and where can a 


more Heroick valour be found 


zo purge Europe of thoſe v1- 


ces which: render ber more fer- 


#ile of Monſters then Africa. 


France , -which hath ſeen you 
manage with ſo much care, fi- 


*He wasTrea. Aelry and prudence 


{ux.r of the Ar- * 
nu ophery ge ber *powaers of gold 


tne Ordnance. and ful peter which 
compoſe the T hunders and 
Lightnings, as well as Sinews 
of War, that Lewis the Juſt 
might reduce the rebellious Sp1- 
rits of his Subjetts to ſome ap- 
pereny' of the Duty and 0h, 


dience 
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; Dedicatory. 
| dience , will wimeſs to the 
| World this verity : Þut frnce 
truth is as diſpleaſong to you, 
when ſhe tells you of your me- 
rits, as ſhe is to others when 
ſhe reproacheth them with their | 
unworthineſs, I ſhall onely beg 
jeave to bew from this fair 
OQuarrey one ſtone to adore the 
Frontiſpiece of this Work, and 
bear this inſcription, T hat you 
perhaps amongſt all men living 
are onely he to whoſe ſole cour- 
teſve I may declare my ſelf truly 
obliged which renders me from 

the bottom of my Soul. 


My Lord. 


Your molt Humble and moſk 
atfetionate Servant, 


]. P. B, of belley, 
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The P riviledge granted by 


the Kz ing. 


God King of France 
| and Navarr, To Qur 
true and faithful Councellors, 
the Members of our Courts of 
Parliament, Bailiff and- Stq- 
wards , Provoſt or Lieute- 
nants.. and to all others Our 
Officers of Juſtice, and ro eve- 
ry of them whom it ſhall con- 
cern, Health, Our well be- 


loved 


Lit the Grace of 


loved ſubje& Martin Laſmer, 
Bookſeller in our City of Pa- 
74 nhathgiven us to underſtand 
tnat he hath in his hand a 
Book Intituled, - Alcimus, or 
a I ragical relation, where the 
hand of God upon the wicked 
Is diſcovercd, compoſed by the 


4% . 


Lord Biſhop of Belley , the 
which he'is defirous to bring 
co light,if he might obtain our 
Letters __ and neceſſary 


thereunts;T'9. which purpoſe, 


deſiring well” and favourably 
to treat the laid expoſant, and 
that he may not be fruſtrated 
of the fruits of his labour, We 
have granted and permitted , 
| —_— and 


and by theſe preſents do grant 
1] and permit unto him, of Our 
ſpecial Grace,to print or cauſe 
tobe printed the {aid Book. 

Given at Paris, &c. By the 

King in Councel. ; 


Renovard. 
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FTPHE Life of God 1n,the Sout of Mays 
T With an Account” of a Spiritual 
Lite, by G. Burnet. 

England's Remarques: or a View of 


cw «= 


% 


allch& Eduthtits of England and ales , 
48 with their Growth and Manufacture,the 
| Number of all Biſhops, Dukes, Marquel- 
ſes, Earls, Viſcounts, Barons, Parliament 


LL: Men, Hundreds, Market-Towns, and 
Mm Pariſhes in each County, the length. 
= breadth, and Circumterence of the ſame, 
F | and to what Dioceſs 1t belongs , As allo 
. -| the Names of all the Chiet Cities or 
S | Towap,of every County, and the di- 
S | ſtance of the ſame from Condon , And 
on | likewiſe the Names of all Market Towns, 
Ss =_ upon what dayes they are kepr , 
Fe. 
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E278, N one of the moſt famous 
i 7 # s 9, Cities of ttaly (the name of 
©) [@y which I conceal for certain 
WeSITe important reaſons) a Lord of 
a great Quality, and an Illu- 
trious houle, which by many Genera- 


ions had derived down to him thetitle 
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bred to the Profeſſion of Arms,to which 
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p Alcimus and Lis l. 


i Marcueſs, had two Sons beſides 
ÞD.:ughiers, and as 1t ordinarily happens 
11 great Families, the Children are de- 
ſigned to leveral Vocations before they 
have years enough to make them fit 
i be judged of tro what they are moſt 
Proper, the younger of a more ſpright- 
ly and active temper than the elder, 
v. as by the deſignation of earthly inte- 
rcit more than ſound judgment, or a 


reatonable examen, deſigned for the Al- . 


tar, to {ſuffer the Spiritual Circumciſi- 
on of the Evangelical Eunuchs, and to 
have Dzza for his Hire, that 1s, to be 
maintained at the expences of the 
Daughter of Facob and $70 the Church : 
Thus were our two Brethren born like 
Lycurgus his two dogs, upon one cuſht- 
on, but deſtined to as different. ways, 
and as far ſeparated as Earth from 
Heaven. Happy younger Brother, ithe 
had continued in the poſſeſſion of Ma- 
ry sportion ! but it was afterwards ta- 
ken from him as much againſt his will 
as it was at firſt impo:ed upon him. The 
Elder Brother was ſent to the Acade- 
my, there to learn the Exerciſes pro- 
per tor a Gentleman , that was to be 


he 
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Lis.IT. Vannoza. 3 


he was flexible enough, not that his 
diſpoſition ( which was rather lumpiſh 
than active) was much inclined to ſc 
robuſt an imployment, which beſides a 
manly body required a ſtout and marti- 
al Soul , but having as pliable and docile 
a temper as was requiſite for a compli- 
ance with the Authority and Com- 
mands of his Parents , he rendered his 
will {o agreeable to their deſires, that 
his chief {tudy was Obedience. Bur as 
it 1s impoſſible for the endeavours of 
Art to vanquiſh the inclinations of Na- 
ture, or to givea hard and impregnable 
temper to that which is compoled of « 
brittle clay, inſtead of growing hardy 
and vigorous amongſt his exerciſes of 


Arms and Horſemanſhip, he daily grew 


more weak and unactive, ſo that to all 
appearance this Plant required a trani- 
plantation to ſome other ſoil, I mean to 
another more asreeable courle of life : 
But that was a ching which he right 
rather deſire than hope for from his 
inflexible Parents , who more regard- 
ing in him his Age than Inclinatton, his 
Elder Brotherhood more than his Natu- 
ral temper and diſpoſition, fcrced his 
Genius to bend to what they deſired . 
B 2 Coll- 
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4 Alcimus and Lis.l. 
conſtraining him to pitch upon a courle 
of lite, which he accoraed to with ſuch 


reluctancy that it was more hkely to 


ſhorten his days than to advance his re- 
PUtatioN, 


Pain are their hopes, who think that 


they 
Can brins anothers will 132 all things theirs 
ls CY 4 


Or bend anothers inclinations 
{o ſuit deſigns, and humour all their 
paſſions, 


Our younger Brother, of a more vi- 
g0rous Body and active Spirit , was by 
a violent reſtraint upon them both, pur 
into an Academy more reſerved , more 
peaceable and more retired , which at 
firſt he could look upon no otherwiſe 
but as a Priſon, but was forced to bend 
his neck under the yoke of a Superior 
Autnority ; a yoke too ſtrong to be 


broken by the weakneſs of his tender 


years, in which his Parents had ſo great 
an aſcendant over his youthful afte&ti- 
ons: He was confined (as a ſacrifice to 
the Church and Muſes) to be educated 
amonglt a Seminary of Jeſuits; And as 


there 
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L1is.l. Vannoza. 5 


there 1s no yokelo hard, no burthen fo 
heavy, but Cuſtom ( which 1s another 
Nature) makes the one eafie and rhe orher 
light, time by continual and inlenſible 
drops hollowing by degrees the refi- 
ſtance oft his Spirit, at length gained 
juch tooting, that what was before con- 
ſtrained, now became voluntary , he 
making a Vertue of ncceffity, wu hich is 
a harſh and imperious Miſtre's : Like 
the Horſe, which at firſt beiegg forced 
by traces to pace, 1s ready to fall at eve- 
ry ſtep, but once having learnt what 
they are deſigned, they go as nimbly as 
if they had no reſtraint upon their legs ; 
ſo the Gally-{lave, when once accuftom- 
ed to the bank and chain, the Oar witich 
was before fo inſupportable , 1s at laft 
ealily minaged. So he by little and 
little tempered and moderated the boil- 
ings and emotions of his haughty cou- 
rage, and as the /:alian ſpirits are natu- 
rally pliable to any form, and are like 
wax, ſuſceptible of any impreſhion, he 
{o far moderated the contrariety ot his 
Palate,that what wasPhylick betore, now 
became Natural food , and being Cte- 
chized there by his Tutors, which are 
the rareſt in the World to range unruly 
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6 Alkmwad Ln.l. 


ſpirits to their terms of Duty , he be- 
came of {o {weet, humble, modeſt and 
tractable a temper, 1o fitted tor the re- 


ception of Learning, to which he had 


the accompliſhment of an excellent Me- 
mory, that all theſe added together ren- 
dred him a youth of great expectation. 
His Reaſon too begun to come over to 
that Party, and aihiſted the deſign, by 
torming thele conſiderations 1n his Fan- 
cy, that his Parents better adviſed than 
himſelf, knew better the bent of his in- 
clinations, and that aſpiring to the Ecele- 
ſiaſtick Scarlet (a colour whole ſplen- 
dor does uſually dazzle the eyes of thoſe 
of that Nation ) he might at laſt arrive 
to the higheſt Degree of Honour a- 
mongſt Men, and make a plus ultra to 
the Pillars of ZZercales , and that it would 
be tar more advantageous to him to be a 
rich Beneficiary than a poor Gentleman; 
that his Brother by the tyranny of Cu- 
itone, inheriting all the Eſtate of his 
Anceſtors, to keep up 1n him the ſplen- 
dour of the Family, there remained 
nought to him but -Zexazder's portion, 
Hope : Finally, the bread of the Church 
ſeemed to him hearty and pleaſing, de- 
lighting his Palate with a Roy?! Sole 
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Lis.Il. Vannoza. 


He was not deceived in his conceits, for 
his Parents ſeeing him take the bridle in 
his teeth, reſolving vigorouſly to pro- 
ceed to an accompliſhment in his Prot«(- 
ſion, did ſoon after obtain for him a 
Priory and Abby, beſides a rich Penſ1- 
on ; here ſce him in a high degree of 
opulency, and juit upon the ſteps to 
further Preferment. The Religi2us of 
this great and holy Fraternity , under 
whole directions he ſucked in Learning 
with his Letters, ſeeing him deſtineq 
by the determinations of his Parents t5 
an Eccleſiaſtick Profteflion, as weil 43 
by his own Incli ations, {pared no cars 
nor diligence for his in{truction in Sc:- 
ences as well as Morality, fiting for a 
{ubject whole later {eafon promiſed great 
fruits to the Church : For chough rhele 
Devout and Learned Fathcrs have an 
Univerſal care without acceptation of 
Perſons, to water diligently the young 
Plants committed to their charge, yer 
both by their Pious Inclination and Re- 
igious Inſtitution , they Bive a nearer 
attention to thofe who are more part1- 
cularly dedicated to the Service of the 
Altar, who muſt one day be the Light 
of the World, 1h2 Salt of the Earth, and 
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$ Alcimus and L1s l. 


the pa rods with which rhe great 


Facob will imprint his colours upon the 
Lambs of his Sheep-fold : So that not 
contented to inſtill into their Souls an 
ordinary and common Pliety, they bring 
them by more lofty and elevated paths 
to the top of an exemplary Devotion ; 
making them oftner frequent Spiritual 
exerciles, and the holy Sacrament the 
Spiritual food , which nouriſheth to a 
great growth in Vertue {uch as feed up- 
on it : For them theſe holy Labourers 
in Gods Vineyard have many other 
ways and holy induſtries,amongſt whom 
the Congregations devoted to particu- 
lar Servzes, and under the eſpecial pro- 
tection of the Blefled Virgin, hold a 
mgh Rank, for there the leaſt Devout 
are inſtigated to Devotion by the ex- 
emplary Piety of thoſe Profetfors, and 
the deadeſt coals take fire at their Cha- 
rity, and lame with Celeſtial Love, in 
imitation of the great iervency that ap- 
pears there : For there the works of P1- 
ety ſhine the more bright, the ſecreter 
they are kept, and their Piety and Cha- 
rity on all occaſions are ready with 
their flames to warm all that approach 
them. Our younger Brother remained 

| | ſeven 
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{even or eight years in this Seminary of 
Learning and Godlineis, being every 
day more accompliſht than other, that 


it ſeemed he might juſtly ' ſay with 
David, 


The chiefeſt Good 7 ſeek robtain 

Of him who firſt aid give me Breath, 
7s in his houſe to ſpend the ſame 

Until he call me thence by Death. 


This young Plant daily grew and 


{pread 1 faſt, that it gave grear hope of 


proving at Jaft a {tately 1ree, and one 
of the top branches of Zebanon, He 
became very expert in Humane Learn- 
ing, and skilful 1n the Mathematics ; 
the knowledge of Philolophy had long 
fince ſtrengthned and confirmed his 
Fudgment.and having ſaluted rhe Queen 
of Sciences, and his principal Mutrets, 
Divinity, he had already been umployed 
{1x months in her ſervice amongit an 
Ecclcliaſtick order, which by their con- 
{titution were to be preſent 1n their. 
Habits at the Celebrating Divine Ser- 
vice, and known by the names of 27:- 
zors , to this he was obliged, for the 
large Revenues he received trom the 
- Church, 
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Church, where he had made himielf 


{ufficiently known by publick diſputes 
in Philolophy, and had reaped a great 
commendation by reading Divinity 1n 
the Congregation of our Lady, The 
Fathers of the Company took great joy 
in his Education , receiving infinite la- 
tisfaction that they had ſown their Do- 
Etrine 1n ſo good a foil : he {till pro- 
ceeded from good to better, and the re- 
gion of his ſpirit grew white towards a 
compleat Harveſt, when on a {uddain 
an impetuous whirlwind,an unexpectea 
tempeſt {wept away the fruits of ſo 
grand an expectation. His £lder Bro- 
ther had for a great while quitted the 
Academy, for to learn the Arts of Horlc- 
manihip, Fencing and Dancing require 
not ſo long a ſtudy as the Sciences ; be 
remained 1in his Fathers houſe as Heir 
apparent, and led a life honeſt and mo- 
deft enough, but ſoft and tender and ct- 
teminate, according to the cuſtom of 
great Perſons, not only of that Nation 
but moſt others, 2s if 1dleneſs were an 
inheritance intailed upon Nobility. We 
have nothing to ſay of him, having nc- 
thing come to ourknowledge pertinent 
to this Hiſtory, only this, that though 

this 
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this Tree brought not much Fruit, yet 
Its Leaves being ſhaken with the winds 
of but few Paſſions, made little noiſe ; 
thus quietly {lip away the few years 
which he paſſed upon Earth, till at laft 
he paid his tribute to the Tomb, not as 
the Great Alexander, in the middle of 
his Courſe, but even in the firſt mount- 
ing from his Orient,” a lingring Fever ta- 
king hold of this heavy Melancholy hu- 
mour, which in 4 ſhort time brought 
him quietly to his Grave : Some ſay that 
too violent exerciſe had ſhortned his 
days, and that if he had been deſtined 
to Letters and a repoſed life, he might 
have lived longer , but how vaan 1s 1t to 
deſcant upon the Decrees of Divine 
Providence ? our weak reaſons of that 
{ort being like ſoft wax before the Sun. 
Proceed ye Parents in this courſe, and 
found the total of your hopes upon your 
Eldeſt,but conſider how far Jifforen the 


deſigns of heaven are from terreſtrial de- 
terminations. 


He who on Earthly glories ſets his eyes, 

And fixeth them on ſplendid vanities ;, 

HF ho in proud Palaces rules without fear 

Of the di{aſters that attend him there, 
Here 
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Here let him fix a while, and contemplate 
On the weak frailty of a humane ſtate. 


To expreſs the regrets and {ſorrows of 
his Parents, is a thing impoſſible , you 
may 2 little guels at them, by comparing 
them to thoſe of a lahorious Husband- 
man, who after much toilſome labour, 
and weariſom expectation, lees an impe- 
tuous Tempeſt deſtroy all the Fruits of 
his labour and the means of his ſnb(i- 
ſtence, juſt as it 1s ready to be reaped : 
for juſt as they were upon the deſign of 
placing richly and honourably 1n the 
World this Prop of their houſe, and re- 
poſitorv of their hopes, by matching him 
into a Family ſuitable to theirs in Wealth 
and Dignity, thereby to tranſmit their 
Name to poſterity, they ſee themſelves 
on 2 ſuddain deprived of that happineſs 
which they had ſo ardently deſired, ſo 
long expected, and ſo vainly hoped. But 
conſidering how vain 1t was to lament 
ſo irreparable a lots, they began to turn 
their eyes from him that was now 
nought but duſt in the Grave, to the 
other who though alive was buried as to 
the Wcrld, thinking now to tranſplant 
the care of their Poſterity to that onely 

Temaln- 
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remaining ſoil, as it they had lived un- 
der the old Mofſaical Law, where theli- 
ving Brother ſhall raiſe up ſced to the 
dead, to retrieve his Name and Memo- 
ry from the Tomb of oblivion, Ir is 
hard to tell you how the younger Bro- 
ther received this news, for he found 
his ſoul fo divided, and ſo moved on 
all ſides by ſeveral paſhons, that he 
needed a ſtrong clew of Reafon to con- 
dud him out of that Labyrinth : He 
jaw himſelf called to a large Inheri- 
tance, but having levelled his deſigns 
a quite contrary way, he was ill trou- 
bled to change his intentions , ſeeing 
himſelf {o far advanced into that Vo- 
cation, which he had at firſt ſupport- 
ed with as great trouble and relu@tancy 
as S7mn the Cyreneax did the Crois of our 
Saviour, and was now more unwilling 
to part with it, and did paſſhionately 
declare that his deſire was to leave the 
dead to bury the dead, and purſuehis 
former enterprize, to ayoid the re- 
proach of having laid his hand to the 
plough and then looked back, and be- 
gun a building which he could not 
finiſh: But he had ſtill been educated 
with ſo much ſubjection to his Imperious 


Parents 
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Parents, who ſo rigorouſly exerciſed 
their power over him, that as he durſt 
not gainſay them when they imbarked 
him into a profeſſion ſo contrary to his 
inclinition,no more dur{t he now thwart 
them when they would bring him 1n- 
to another {o contrary to the habits he 
had contracted amongſt ſo many con- 
trarieties. Auſtere and ſavage Parents, 
who make Tables of your Families and 
ule your Children as you do your 
Table-men at Cheſs or Tables, place 
and diſplace them without regard to 
any thing but your temporal advan- 
tage, learn not to violatethe Will which 
God has created free, and upon whom 
he who hath formed the Soul hath re- 
{ſerved to himſelf no conſtraint over it; 
but is contented to conduct 1t by inſ{tru- 
Etions and inſpirations. 

We will leave this Elder Brother with- 
out troubling our ſelves with his Name, 
becauſe falling Stars have none, but only 
thoſe that continue fixed to their Spheres, 
and ſince it is not neceſſary to our Hiſto- 
Ty, let us leave him to the enjoyment of 
that Name which God had givenhim in 
a better lite, and return to the now el- 
deſt, and only remaining Son a 

WIHI1Q 
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who 1s the chiet ſubject ot our enſuing 
Narrative. He expreſled a thouſand re- 
grets to his Religious Fathers, to whom 
he was indebted tor his Education, that 
he muſt now be forced to quit that habit 
which fate ſo eaſily upon his body after 
it had been unwillingly put on; and 
would far rather have choſen (had it been 
in lis power) to be an abjec& ſervant in 
the Houle of God, than to poſſeſs at plea- 
ſure both Riches and Honour in the Ta- 
bernacles of the World : But let him 
think or ſpeak what he will, he has nei- 
ther liberty to deliberate nor conſult : 
and though a grave and Pious Father, 
who had a good while been his Tutor, 
remonſtrated to his Parents the ſignal 
diſaſters which uſually attend ſuch chan-- 


ges, he was as little liſtened to or belie- 
ved 


As fam d Cailandra, who of old 

The ruine of proud Troy foretold : 

T hat flames of Luſt which firſt did burn, 
t laſt would all to aſhes turn, 


They contemned his admonitions with 
the ſcurrilous appellation of Cloiſter- 
Maxumns; But Divine Truth is —— = 

able; 
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able,which has threatned to forſake thoſe 
that abandon it, and that their Names 
ſhall be blotted out of Heaven, whole only 
care 15 to have them written upon Earth; 
who for their own broken Ciſterns quit 
and forſake thoſe of living water: Thoſe 
who have once quitted the burning City 
of the World for Zoar, ought not to look 


back. for fear leſt they become Pillars of 


Salt, a Spectacle to Paſſengers, and a 
fearful teſtimony of Divine Vengeance. 
Alcimus having quitted his former fet- 
ters, which were now to him grown gol- 
den ones, (for the Yoke of God has this 
property, that it every day grows more 
{oit than other by the right application 
of the Oyl of Grace) and now brought 
into the liberty of a Child of the World, 
begun by degrees to efface his iormer 
impreſſions , and the Genius he had 
fucked in with his Milk, fo true 1s that 
of the Poet, 


Though N ature be ſuppreſt by force, 
"Twill flill return t its former courſe. 


 Somuch eaſier is it to deſcend than al- 
cend;: His Fathers houſe was for him 
formed into an Academy, where 1n a 
FRY ſhort 
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ſhort time he learnt (fo well did his 
active body ſuit his docil wit) theexer- 
ciſes fitting for a Man that had changed 
the Caſlock tor a Corſelet, the Book tor 
a Sword. See here the Metamorphoſes in- 
cident toa Human ſtate; He thought no 
more of the continuation of his daily de- 
votion, as if the management of a Horte 
were of greater importance than a com- 
munication with God: To quit his Ec- 
clefraſtical revenues was the leaſt of his 
thoughts, for that fat morſel was too de- 
lictous to his taſte , like Ruth's Kinſman, 
who was willing to redeem the eſtate 
but not to be troubled with the Woman :; 
there are many willing to receive the 
benefice, few to diſcharge the office , 
though the one was deſigned only for a 
recompence for the other, and that they 
are or ought to be as inſeparable as the 
ſhadow and the ſubſtance, the acceſſory 
and principal. Healledged that it would 
not be long e're by Marriage he ſhould 
quite thoſe revenues with his celtbate 


but the truth is, he was wholly ruled by 
his Parents, whoſe deſign was he ſhould 
keep them till they could light on ſome 
old Kinſman or ancient Friend on whom 
they might have 


them beſtowed, b 
C whole 
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\ whoſe hands they might one day be 
ll {4 tranſmitted to the Children yet un- 


W |; born : See here the ordinary deſigns of 
Wi: Ii bh . 

tt thoſe who lay, 

(| Let th heritage with us remain, 


/7 hich only doth to God pertain. 


Not conſidering the Flames which are 
uſually created by theſe Sacrilegious 
Morſels in the neſts of ſuch rapacious 
Eagles : finally he continued in this ſecu- 
lar courſe of life to enjoy thele Spiritual 
revenues, without the ſmall Tribute of 
ever officiating in Divine Service : The & 
learned Fathers who had cultivated his ' 
Spirit carefully ſo long as his Parents in- - 
tentions or his own inclinations deſign'd 
Vi him for the Church, begun to treat him 
| ſo ſharply, and with ſuch irreſiſtible 
BF ſhocks to ſhake the Foundation of his 
Br conſcience,as were enough to tear up this 
nf impiety by the Roots, which neverthe- 
Uri! leſs like a young Treeſhaken by the wind 


2 took faſter footing, till he began to 
Vi prove to them as a ſtranger 8 a Publican, 
| 'f, and reject che practice ot the maxims of 


true Chriſtian Piety and Religion , for 
to ſpeak truth, what is this but to halt 
iS : be- 


Lis.l. © Vannoza, I9 
between two opinions? to {wear by 
God and by Milcom? to joyn God with 
Baal, Chriſt with Belzal, and light with 
darkneſs? to mix the Eagles feathers 
with thoſe of the Dove? to make one 
Sacrifice to God and to Idols? to be at 
once cold and hot ? to eat'the fat of the 
Altar, and never officiate at it? Is not this 
Lay to ſow the Earth with two ſorts of 
grain? to weave a piece of two ftufts: 
and to plough with an Oxe, and an Aſs? 
They, who admitted not into their con- 
gregations of Devotion any Souls of a 
mixt Metal,and conſ{ciences which would 
not endure the touch, did forthwith ex- 
clude him, or rather cimmus ſeparated 
from them of his own accord, prodigally 
rejecting the ſubſtance of his Heavenly 
Father , not altogether ſo ſhamefully as 
the young Man in the Goſpel, who fool- 
yhly and fottiſhly waſted his Portion 1n a 
far Countrey , but yet very unworthily 
for a Man of his Condition, he turn ed 
out of the ways of $/0z,no more frequent- 
ing her ſvlemnities. But the Proverb 
ſaith, there are no pots ſo ill but there 1s 
2 cover to fit them ; thereare no con- 
ſciences ſo large for commiſſion, but 


there are others big enough to fit them 
3 with 
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with an ablolution, there are enow 
that will praiſe to the wicked the deſires 
of his Soul, and bleſs him in his iniquity; 
there are but too many guides that are as 
little judicious,as infinitly blind, and are 
not content to be ſo themſelves unleſs 
they bring others into the {ame predi- 
cament : There are flatterers enough , 
whole intereſt makes them ipeak the 
Language of ſlaves, and with ſmooth 
words bring thoſe to {leep in an aſſured 
repoſe who have the greateſt ſubje& in 
the World to fear, to whom there is no- 
thing more eaſfie than to forge cauſes 
apparently ſufficient for the unjuſt de- 
teinure of the goods of the Altar : And 
an Erroneous conſcience having once 


taken footing in the Soul, it is then rea- 
dy to receive all Vice and wickedneſs, 
which being once rooted there,is as firm 
as the club in the hand of Hercules, it 
lyes not there, as a paſſenger, but 1n 
Garriſon, ingarriſoned in an impenetra- 
ble, 1mpregnable fort : I 1s a great fin 
to call as evill, but a monſtrous wick- 
edne{s to call evil good , and to cloath 
Vice 1a Virtues livery ; This is to mix 
Wormwood with Sugar, and poiſon 
with Honey, it 1s in one word to reverſe 
realon - 


SRL 
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reaſon and the Laws , and under falſe 
appearances, to maintain the Sinner in 
his irregular deſires. We ought not raſh- 
ly to judge of any :\iins: Who knows the 
ſecrets of Gnd, ni who has ever been his 
Counſeliour ? who has ever read in the 
great Book of deſtinies, or founded the 
abyſs of the Heart © Man ? Who I fay, 
but God. who knows our thoughts atar 
oft, and who judgeth ihe ways and 


paths of all, to whom all things are na- 


ked and open, and nothing clole or {e- 
cret ? But if we may give a conjecture to 
Humane actions and Exrthly events, it 
is very probable, that the abule ot the 
Churches goods, apply'd ro an uſe quite 
contrary to what they were deſigned for 
were the cauſes of the misfortunes of 
that Family ; as the Prince of the ſy- 
rians, who law the Sentence of Con- 
demnation written on the wall for im- 
ploying the Sacred Veſlels to prophane 
uſes. However it were. our younger 
Brother was ſucceeding the Elder; went 


very pompoully both 1n habit and atten- | 


dance, which was maintained by an al- 
lowance out of his Fathers Patrimony 
added to his Church Revenues. Behold 
him here withdrawn from his former 
C 3 1n00- 
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innocency,and turned from the paths of 
his ancient conducters, and now put for 
thedirection of his Soul into the hands of 
Perſons who had no further care bur of 


the Body. The wit of Man hath f(ubtil- 


ties and devices to colour over the worſt 
of actions, flcimus had (til remaining 2 
Iweetneſs of Temper and ſhew of Piety, 
and not being able ſo ſoon to extin- 
guiſh 


The Sacred warmth which in his Breaſt” 
Had th' firſt azd chiefeſt room poſſeſt, 


Felt in himſelf ſome remainder of his 
tormer devotion, as a Cinder continues 
warm ſome time after the extinction of 
the fire. He trequented the Church and 
Sacraments, and continued his former 
acts of Piety: briefly, he ſeemed to all 
that ſaw him the moſt ſage and noble 
Cavalier in the vholeCity.O ! how dan- 
gerous are thofe remainders of Celeſtial 
Love; ſince they not only decetve 0- 
thers but ſeduce them in whom they re- 
{1de, who thinking themſelves the fame 
that others believe and publiſh them to 
be, do thereupon continue ſleeping in a 
Mortal Lethorgy, tor as the Poet _ 

| 9 
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Zo what end ſerve Temples and Vows, 
tnjuſtice being lodg'd within ? 
Tho pious-ſeems and vice allows 


1s guilty. of the higheſt ſin. 


He much frequented a holy and fa- 
mous fraternity 12 a Monaſtery near his 
Houle, very eminent and much frequen- 
ted, where he pitcht upon a Ghoſtly F:- 
ther that ſuted his deſire, whether ac- 
cording to God's own heart Ireter it to 
him, but according to his own he {eerr- 
ed to be very ag:ecable; tor he confirm - 
ed his conſcience in his former Courles, 
and undertook to bail him fromthe ar- 
reft of thoſe Terrours which his former 
guides had (eaſonably imprinted 1n his 
Soul, which now ſeemed at laſt but the 
eftects of ſcrupulous conceited old Men , 
by-little and little the fear of God's Judg- 
ments vaniſht from his Soul, which cau- 
{ed his ways to be every day. more defi- 
led, and his heart more hardned. for as 
an ancient Father faith, Ic 15 the proper - 
ty of Sin not fpeedily effaced by repen- 
trance, by its heavineſs to weigh a Man 
down to more, till the multiplication ot 
weights at laſt preſs him to the abyſs of 

C4 miſery, 
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miſery, the addition of fin, like an 1n- 
crealing burthen growing at length 1n- 
ſupportable , thus he paſſed ſome years , 
even ſleeping inthe multitude of riches, 
and ſplendour of abundance, daily as 
much increaſing 1n exteriour accompliſh- 
ments befitting a Cavalier, as he impair- 
ed in the inward ones of a Chriſtian. He 
became a moſt admirable Horlſe-Man, or 


rather changed from a Man to a Horſe, 


ſo delighting himſelt with that exerciſe, 
that if it be true that the Lover trans- 
forms himſelf into the thing beloved, he 
loving nothing equal to this Anima], it 


might in ſome fort be ſaid that he was 


himſelf become a Brute, as the P/almiſ# 
{aith,like the Horſe or Mule that have no 
underſtanding ; for having no care but 
to aggrandiſe himſelf in riches and ho- 
nour upon Earth, he ſo fixed his regards 
upon that point, that he had none left 
for Heaven, whoſe rules he daily tranſ- 
greſſed : But I think I may juſtly fay by 
the way, that it ſeldome happens that 
thoſe who quit God's ſervice for Earthly 
conſiderations (how juſt and honeſt ſoe- 
ver) and proſper long in their underta- 
kings, for God loves not thoſe who ſo 
ſlightly abandon Zevi's Portion ; oy 
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ples are {o frequent upon this Subject, 
that the very Stones would ſpeak if 
Tongues and Pens ſhould be filent , fo 
that I conclude this grand proſperity to 
be this young Lords great misfortune : 
He was now grown brave , adtive , 


ſprightly , and in the greateſt worldly 


eſteem imaginable , accounted valtant, 


I 


handſome, generous, of noble deport- 
ment , learned, rich, compleatly gen- 
tile and agreeable, his converſation full 
of attractions, principally amongſt Wo- 
men , and which crowned all his other 
periections, he was reputed very devour, 
and of a religious behaviour,ſo that there 
could not one point be found wherein 
he was not fully accompliiht : infomuch 
that every ones doors ſtood open to him, 
being welcome and deſired in all com- 
panies : Nothing was talk t of but Alci- 
245 his admirable and commendable 
qualities,as the Miracle of Courteſie,Ge- 
neroſity and Civility : his name paſſed 
through all mouths, who ſeemed by 
their infinite praiſes of him, all to con- 
{pire to elevate his Honour above the 
Clouds. But ordinarily the Apple that 
ripens faſteſt rots the ſooneſt, and that 
which is moſt yellow 1s the moſt worm- 
caten, 
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eaten, the faireſt outſide hiding a worm 
within which in ſhort time conſumes 1t. 
The Vulgar who, as the wile Man faith, 
hath his eyes only in his head, and ſee- 
ing a magnificent expence, pals no fur- 
ther nor prie into the bottom from 
whence ſhould proceed the ſubſtance 
that ſupplies 1t, and fo they ſee but a ge- 
nerous uſage of them, mind not whether 
they were well or ill acquired ; but the 
more ſober ſort, who content not them- 
ſelves with the out-ſide of the bone, 
unleſs they come to feed upon the mar- 
row, pierce with Lynx s eyes the ſecret- 
eſt darkneſs, and ſound the moſt hidden 
reſorts which move the ſtately Ma- 
chins which .ſo dazzle the Eyes of the 
beholders ; to thoſe Alcimmn his fplen- 
did accoutrements ſeemed compoſed of 
Copes and Chalices , ris OTNa- 
ments for a Man of Honour : But gain 
15 {weet whenceſoever it comes, ſaid 
that baſe minded Emperour, who made 
the very excrements tributary, and 
threatned to impoſe a tax upon the Ele- 
ments themſelves. It 1s no novelty in 
the World to ſee ſeveral Men brave it at 
the expences of the Crucifix, who, 
one may juſtly ſay, do again daily = 
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cifie the Son of God, ſelling him at a 
price as vile as that was precious which 
he paid for their redemption. Thus you 
ſee that all 1s not praiſe-worthy which 
the World applauds. Happy is the Man, 
ſaith the P/almift, that may be praiſed in 
God, and whoſe worthy commendati- 
ons God will not ſuffer to be concealed : 
for to what ſerves the praiſe of all the 
World without that.of Heaven? What 
advantage is it to be highly prized of all 
Men,and delpiſed by the great Creator of 
all things? The favourites of Princes 
make little reckoning of the Courtiers 
envy or the Peoples hatred, provided 
they preſerve their Maſters Friendſhip,on 
which depends their welfare and pre- 
ferment: Ivalue not, faith St. Pal, the 
Judgment of Men, he that judgeth meis 
God, I ſhould: not be his faithful Ser- 
vant if I ſhould ſtrive topleaſe the world: 
I ſpeak not this to detract fromthe Me- 


Tits of Llcimas, nor detain truth the pri- 


ſoner of Injuſtice ; but as a ſport of Oil 
makes the greateſt blemiſh in the moſt 
rich and curious ſtuff, even ſo, 


Greatneſs in him who does amiſs 
Thegreateſt xgoravation ts. 


And 
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28 Alimus and Lis|l. | 
And this might juſtly appear to be a 
ſpot of Oyl upon- white Sattin, it being 
the Oyl of the ſacred Lamp which ſully- 
ed his conſcience, till from it's former 
colour which exceeded the Milk or 
Snow in whiteneſs, it changed to a Ver- 
million, deeper than the Carbuncle, by 
the abuſe of Goods deſtined to a better 
purpoſe. Thus was not but that he was 
furniſhed (as we had ſaid) wirh il re- 
commendable qualities, and why is 
more (as a thing rare in one of his youth, 
and licentious courſe of life ) he was ac- 
counted to be very Chaſt, and by a good 
habit which he had contracted in the 
Seminary , he had a great Antipathy 
againſt that unclean vice , but his vant- 
ty, ſplendidneſs of Habit, train of Ser- 
vants, ſtately Horſes, too much frequen- 
ting the World, too much Gaming, and 
keeping looſe Company, were the 
weights that remarkably weighed down 
the other Scale. He paſſed ſome time 
in this courle of life, being ſo highly 
eſteemed through all the City, that none 
but thought themſelves happy to enjoy 
his Converſation, and no aſſembly could 
be compleat unleſs it were ſet off with 
his admired preſence ; he charmed the 
Eyes 
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4 Eyesof moſt of the Female Sex, as much 


ashe excelled moſt of his own, and if 
their deſires could have been effected, he 
had been the object of a great many af- 
tetions. Not a Mother but deſired him 
for a Son-in-law, as much as her Daugh- 
ter coveted him for a Husband : mean 
while he remained free amongſt ſo ma- 
ny Charms , no Engaging his afte&tion 
upon any one object . leaving ſo many 
flames to waſte themielves , which like 
coals by little and little dye, if the blaſt's 
of hope and converſation do not inliven 
them. He bore Milk and Honey upon 
his Tongue, { for having much learning 
he had yet more Art to expreſs it, and it 
appeared more excellent, the more Ig- 
norant the Auditors were) but under it 
he had none, for his diſcourſes had lit- 
tle coherence with his heart : his plea- 
ſure was to breed love in others. but 
none in himſelf, knowing that a little 
ſpark of this fire 1s quickly by degrees 
blown 1nto a flame , and that the little 
pleaſure that isreaped thence, is clogged 
with athouſand diſcontents : His Parents 
who deſired nothing more than to lee 
him honourably matcht , would have 
been glad that he could have pitcht up- 
on 
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And this might juſtly appear to be a 
ſpot of Oyl upon- white Sattin, it being 
the Oyl of the ſacred Lamp which (ully- 
ed his conſcience, till from it's former 
colour which exceeded the Milk or 
Snow 1n whiteneſs, it changed to a Ver- 
million, deeper than the Carbuncle, by 
the abuſe of Goods deſtined to a better 
purpoſe. This was not but that he was 
furniſhed (as we had ſaid) wirh 2: re- 
commendable qualities, and wb: is 
more (as a thing rare 1n one of his yo:.Þ, 
and licentious courſe of life ) he was ac- 
counted to be very Chaſt, and by a good 
habit which he had contracted in the 
Seminary , he had a great Antipathy 
againſt that unclean vice , but his vani- 
ty, ſplendidneſs of Habit, train of Ser- 
vants, ſtately Horſes, roo much frequen- 
ting the World, too much Gaming, and 
keeping loole Company, were the 
weights that remarkably weighed down 
the other Scale. He paſſed ſome time 
in this courſe of life, being fo highly 
eſteemed through all the City, that none 
but thought themſelves happy to enjoy 
his Converſation, and no aſſembly could 
be compleat unleſs it were ſet off with 


his admired preſence ; he charmed the 


Eyes 
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ashe excelled moſt of his own, and if 
their deſires could have been efteCted, he 
had been the object of a great many af- 
tections. Not a Mother but deſired him 
for a Son-1n-law, as much as her Daugh- 
ter coveted him for a Husband : mean 
while he remained free amongſt ſo ma- 
ny Charms , no Engaging his aftetion 
upon any one object . leaving ſo many 
flames to waſte themielves , which like 
coals by little and little dye, if the blaſt's 
of hope and converſation do not inliven 
them. He bore Milk and Honey upon 
his Tongue, { for having much learning 
he had yet more Art to expreſs it, and it 
appeared more excellent, the more Ig- 
norant the Auditors were) but under it 
he had none, for his diſcourſes had lit- 
tle coherence with his heart : his plea- 
ſure was to breed love in others, but 
none in himſelf, knowing that a little 
ſpark of this fire is quickly by degrees 
blown 1nto a flame , and that the little 
pleaſure that isreaped thence, is clogged 
with a thouſand diſcontents : His Parents 
who deſired nothing more than to ſee 
him honourably matcht , would have 
been glad that he could have pitcht up- 
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on an object capable to reſtrain his wan- 
dring affections, and to make his Neck 
pliable to the Yoke of marriage, which 
he ſhunned as much as was poſſible, be- 
ing more enamoured of his liberty than 
of all the Beauties in the World, not 
conſidering what horrible wracks thoſe 
Ships are {ubject to, who thus without 
either Compaſs or Ballaſt expoſe them- 
ſelves to the treacherous rocks and 
winds, and dreadful waves : Thus plea- 
ſantly did he paſs his time, in the height 
of all Earthly delights, and Worldly 
pleaſures, without conſidering that, 


Hho higheſt flands ſhould take moſt care, 
The falls of ſuch ſtill fatal are. 


Amongſt his other vanities the chicf- 
eſt were to be richly habited, bravely 
mounted, and nobly attended,in ſo much 


that prancing through the ſtreets, he 
ſeemed to be the chiefeſt ornament of 
them, attracted the eyes of all the inhabi- 
tants : It is publickly known by all men 
that the Nobility of Ztaly, principally 
during the heats of Summer, do uſually 
every Evening ride out to take the Air 
and make many turns and returns 
through 


F 
, 
i @ 
EF 
E.; 
;4& 
z 
* 
j ; 
BY » 
. > 
” 
1 
4 


- —_— — 
Vroom arp 


Lris.1. Vannoza. JI 


through the ſtreets, upon the gallant 
Htalian Horles, or the ſtately Neapolitan 
Courlers, which may well be accounted 
the moſt excellent Animals upon Earth , 
this was Alcimmus his chiefeſt delight. He 
was exceeding comely and of good grace 
and behaviour ; but it was nothing to 
ſee him on foot or ina Hall, in compari- 
{on of thegallantry he ſhewed on Horlſe- 
back, where, like a compleat Horlſe- 
man , he performed all the Feats which 
the moſt expert in that Art had ever 
found out, he having a marvellous ex- 
cellency that way : The Windows of the 
ſtreets where he paſſed were crouded 
with as many Admurers as Spectators of 
his active motions, all giving him the 
vogue for the moſt compleat Horle-man' 


— living, All that offended him was, that 


thoſe wicked and infamous Creatures to 
whom we give the too {pecious 

names of * Courtizarxs, deſirous * bale, Itt 
to pleaſe themſelves with ght Mg _—_ 
of him diſpleaſed him with the tier. 
ſight of them, for he took. no 

delight to pleaſe them at that time; 
whom he ſcorned to think onat another. 
tor which reaſon he ſhunned thoſe ftreets 
which 1 ſhould call infamous, if the win- 


dows 
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dows abounded with none but Women 
of ſuch boundleſs wickedneſs, the too 
frequent meeting of whom 1s the cauſe 
of great ſcandal amongſt ſtrangers, by 
their having ſo much countenance 1n 
this Country : This made him reſolve to 
ſhun the Eyes of theſe Baſe/zsks, by ma- 
king his rounds in other leſs frequented 
ſtreets. O how hard it is to eſcape mi{- 
fortunes deſtined to us ; how ſhort-{ight- 
ed is man into future Afﬀairs and Occur- 
rences: Thinking to avoid the rock of 
Scylla he plunged 1nto the gulf of Charib- 
dis, and is taken 1n a fnare pitcht in the 
place where he fled for ſecurity: A ſtreet 
as large and fpacious as fair and ſtately 
was now the Ordinary ſtage where, up- 
on a proud Courler, he exerciſed all the 
leflons he had formerly Learnt, his grace 
and addreſsat this exerciſe drawing peo- 
ple thither from many quarters of the 


Town to behold him, Here by chance 


1N a broad part ofthe ſtreet, he often uſed 
to make a ſtop , over againſt the Gate of 
a ſumptuous Houle that ſtood there, 
which will prove-the Theatre on which 
we ſhall ſee acted a great part of the en- 
ſuing 7Tragedy ; For the underſtanding of 
which we muſt know, that a _—_—_ 
e 


Lis:l. YVannoza. 23 


jel called arnoza, hadart a very tender 
Age beenvery unequally matcht with a 
man who ſeemed rather her Grand-ta- 
ther then her Husband, which marriage 
was brought about as 1 ſhall t&ll + you by 
and by. We ſhall prelent bim * YOu 
under the name of Capoleon, who being 
rich, and well deſcended, had been mar- 
ried at a ſeaſon lo young, aswas enough 
to dilpence with the moſt haſty trom 
joyning themlelves fo ſoon 1n the yoke 
of marriage , and that by the diſpolal of 
his Parents, who to agree a ſuit in which 
a great part of their eſtate lay at ſtake, 
had Sollicited this marriage with a maid 
1nuch older then him at. , who. had as 
great redundancy of years, lack of Beau- 
ty, having features le(s apt to breed love 
than hatred : This Cup though finely 
gilded, was very bitter to Capo/cozs tait, 
but the alcendant that his friends had 9- 
ver his afteCtions,&the fear of ruining his 
fortune, && leading 2 milerable life under 
the afflictions of Poverty, & his Parents 


_ diſpleaſure, made him do like thoſe who 


ſhut their eyes8& {wallow a loathlom pot1- 
on,having more regard tothe ſweetnels of 
Health, than the bitterneſs of the Medi- 
ns; the loathſomeneſs of which begun 
D to 
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to appear ſtill worſe when he was come 
to the age to diſtinguiſhBeauty from De- 
formity , then did the hook begin to 
pierce deep, which he had ſwallowed 
under fo gilded a bait, but it was not 
enough that this Zeah was blear-cy'd. 
but for a Crown to her other imper- 
fections , ſhe was Il|-natured, Churlfh, 
Melancholy, and Proud, and would 
carry her felf more ike a Mother to a 
Son, then a Wife to a Husband, which 
redoubled Capoleon's vexation, who lee- 
ing himſelf trom a Maſter become a 
Slave, finding as little kindneſs from 
her, as ſhe deſerved love from him. turn- 
ed his regard from ſo diſagreeable an 
Obje&, to others more pleaſing ; a folly 
icarce taken notice of in a Country 
where tis ſo frequent : This haughty ill 
tempered woman finding her ſelf 1n this 
manner {lighted by her Husband , was 
tranſported with ſuch extremities of 
rage and jealouſie, that her words were 
not able to expreſs her reſentments. 
What did ſhe leave unſaid or undone, 
agitated by this frantick paſſion ? ſhe 
both ſaid and did fo much as effaying 
too far the patience of his young cou- 
rage, ſhe ſtirred up a paſſion in him 
which 
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which proved little adyantageous to her 
ſhoulders: this brought her to all the 
deſperateſt vows and menaces 1magin- 
able to take a ſevere Revenge either by 
Force or Treachery , So that in one 
word, never was a more diſtracted Fa- 
mily or unhappy marriage ſince the firſt 
Sacred Inititution of it : the Parents on 
both ſides endeavoured a reconciliation, 
but they were Natives of a Country 
where as quarrel 1s like a malignant 
Ulcer, which may be healed outward- 
ly, but will {till have matter within to 
deſtroy the former endeavours of the 
Chirurgion, or though throughly heal- 
ed, will leave a ſcarre which time.can 
never eftace: Capoleon did not fo much 
fear her cruell fury.as her feigned aftecti- 
on, knowing that this Sex has ſome re- 
ſemblance with thoſe Creatures, who 
Flatter when they intend to bite, or of 
thoſe which kick when oneleaſt diſtruſt 
them : both ſtood upon their Guards , 
which often bred a miſ{-conſtruttion of 
what was never meant amuls, 1t being 
impoſſible for them to draw evealy in 
that Yoke, which was compoſed of ſuch 
inequalities, - Capoleon amongſt the wo- 
men paſt for a bad Husband, though all 
D 2 - men 
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men had juſt occaſion to take his part 
againſt a wicked Wite: 1ndeed both of 
thei had been wronged by a marriage 
without clpoutals, I mean by the conjun- 
ion of two Body s whoſe Souls were lo 
divided, and humours {o dil-joynted , tor 
thole marriages which are founded only 
upon intereſt, {eldome come to a happy 
building, and now who could expect 
any Children trom ſo notorious an An- 
tipathy and lo rarea Commerce, Final- 
ly, after having continued ſome time in 
this Hell ( for how can I better term this 
Fire-brand of diviſion? ) it pleaſed Hea- 
ven to throw down his Gantlet of death 
ro part the Combar, the brit leaving 
the World who firſt entred 1nto it, not 
without {uſpition of ſome indigeſtible 
Morcel, with which it was judged that 
Capoleon transferred the War into the 
Country of the Enemy, who lo londly 
threatned aninvaſion : But this ſuſpition 
proved like a little miſty vapour, which 
1s no ſooner exbaled but diſſipated; for 
juſtice could diſcover nothing to Capo- 
{coz's prejudice, and the calumnies were 
buricd ſoon after the body. But the 
moſt favourable opinion was, That her 
hard ulage had abridged her Lite, and 
- = that 
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that the vexation to ſee her ſelf deſpiſed 
by him whom ſhe thought to be ſo obli- 
ged to her, for the fortune ſhe brought 
him, had been the chief weight that had 
prelt her into her Coffin: And we matt 
conte(s that Jealouſie infuſes a Poiion 
into the heart, which is not (o eaſily cu- 
red by the remedy of reaion, as by that 
ot death , ſo that 1t may juſtly be apply- 
ed to this paſſion, which the Poet appro- 
priates to that of love, 


If time nor abſence quench the heat, 
Cold Death alvne can ao the feat, 


Capoleon was Maſter of a joy at the 
breaking of this marriage knot, which he 
could never hope for art the tying of it, 
his preſent happineſs equalling his for- 
mer misfortune ; So that his preſent ra- 
viſhing contentments, having eſcaped lo 


_ Fatal a ſhipwrack; extracted from him a 


thouſand proteſtations never to engage 
himſelf again upon a Sea, where he was 
ſo ſubect to the ſecret Treaſons of the 
Rocks, and the open Hoſtilities of 
Storms and Tempeſts : but his Manners 
were (o far from amending with his For- 


tune that his freedgme made him a per- 
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men had juſt occaſion to take his part 
againſt a wicked Wite: 1ndeed both of 
them had been wronged by a marriage 
without eſpouſals, I mean by the conjun- 
&ion of two Body s whole Souls were lo 
divided, and humours {lo dil-joynted , tor 
thoſe marriages which are founded only 
upon intereſt, ſe|ldome come to a happy 
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any Children from ſo notorious an An- 
tipathy and lo rarea Commerce, Final- 
ly, after having continued {ome time in 
this Hell ( for how can I better term this 
Fire-brand of diviftion ? ) it pleaſed Hea- 
ven to throw down his Gantlet of death 
to part the Combat, ſhe firſt leaving 
the World who firſt entred 1nto it, not 
without {uſpition of ſome indigeſtible 
Morcel, with which it was judged that 
Capoleon transferred the War into the 
Country of the Enemy, who {o londly 
threatned an invaſion : But this ſuſpition 
proved like a little miſty vapour, which 
1s no ſooner exhaled but diſſipated; for 
juſtice could diſcover nothing to Capo- 
teoz7s prejudice, and the calumnies were 
buried ſoon after the body. But the 
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that the vexation to ſee her ſelf deſpiſed 
by him whom ſhe thought to be fo obli- 
ged to her, for the fortune ſhe brought 
him, had been the chief weight that had 
pre{t her into her Coffin: And we mutt 
conteſs that Jealouſie infuſes a Poilon 
Into the heart, which is not lo eaſily cu- 
red by the remedy of reafon, as by that 
of death , ſo that 1t may juſtly be apply- 
ed to this paſſion, which the Poet appro- 
priates to that of love, 


tf time nor abſence quench the heat, 
Cold Death alone can ao the feat, 


Capoleon was Maſter of a joy at the 
breaking of this marriage knot, which he 
_ could never hope for at the tying of it, 
| his preſent happineſs equalling his for- 
mer misfortune ; So that his preſent ra- 
viſhing contentments, having eſcaped lo 
Fatal a ſhipwrack;, extracted from him a 
thouſand proteſtations never to engage 
himſelf again upon a Sea, where he was 
ſo ſubect to the ſecret Treaſons of the 
Rocks, and the open Hoſtilities of 
Storms and Tempeſts : but his Manners 
were (o far from amending with his For- 


tune that his freedgme made him a per- 
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fect Libertine, and he led ſuch a courſe 
of life in his preſent opulency, which he 
injoyed by the death of her who had left 
him in the double poſſeſſion of himſelf 
and her fortune, that might juſtly be 
faid of him, which the Holy Scripture 
ſaid of an execrable City, That his Ini- 
quity proceeded from his abundance, 
and that the extremity of his bitterneſs 
(which 15 that of his vices) was the pro- 
duct of his quietneſs and eaſe : he now 
went like a Son of Belial, with his head 
erected, being ſ{nbject to no Yoke, if he 
may be ſaid to be free from the Yoke, 
who 1s Slave to his Paſſions and inordi- 
nate delires : It was far more eaſie to 
number the faults he was free from, 
than thoſe into which he daily precipi- 
_ tated himſelf . for his Soul was a Sea, a 
receptacle for all the Rivers of ſenſual 
pleafures, or rather a ſtinking Lake, re- 
ceptive of all ſorts of filth and impurity , 
and though his Sins merited a ſevere cha- 
ſtiſement from Heaven, yet the indul- 
gence of the Soveraign bounty of him 
who 1s long-ſuffering and of great mer- 
cy, was ſuch towards him, that it might 
well be ſaid that he indured not the 
croubles of other men, nor was ſubje&t 
tO 
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to the {courges of impious ſinners ; con- 
trarily, all things ſucceeded profperoul- 
ly to him, the gale of good fortune fll- 
ed his Sail with a thouſand delicious 
blaſts,and thelucceſs of hisAfﬀairs did far 
ſ{urpais both kis hopes and deſires, bur 
his wicked inclinations and impenitent 
heart deſpiſing the Treaſures of Divine 
bounty, heaped up to him a Treaſure of 


wrath againſt the day of vengeance, and 


the laſt retribution : But the wheels of 
Gods anger grind {mall, though they 
turn but {lowly. 


Any Man's happineſs to praiſe 
Before his Mortal race be run, 
[5s crowning Generals with bayes 


£re the fields fought or Battle won, 


And ſince *tis onely the end that 
Crowns the action, what good iſſue 
could be expected of a man whoſeemed 
only born to be a ſhame to mankind, and 
to treſpals upon Gods patience ? 


Wherefore having long led a licentious 
life, and arrived to a well advanced 


Age, whether it were that his nature 
was changed by a long habit of vice,or 
that he fought a means for Repen- 
D 4 tance, 
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tance, or moyed with adeſire to tranf- 
mit his Eſtate to a lawtul Heir, or that 
he thought there was no paſſage from 
the ſin ot uncleanne!s but through the 
gates of marriage, he reſolved upon the 
jame Veſlel to venture another ſhip- 
wrack, thereby ſhewing himſelt to be a 
man either of very little judgment, or 
born under a malignant Star for marri- 
age ; for at firſt being married too young 


to one that was: old and deformed- 


( two inſeparable: adjunds) and which 
was jealous of him. becauſe he was 


young and luſty ; He joyned himſelf 


the ſecond time, being old and wrinck- 
led, to aLady that was very young and 
incomparably fair, of whom he became 
enamoured as ſoon as he ſaw her, whom 
he poſſefſed as ſoon ashe demanded, and 


_ of whom he became jealous as ſoon as 


he enjoyed her; this was the fair 
Yannoza, whom he purchaſed by 
an artifice which I am abour to diſco- 
ver. | 
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She was born of Parents of very emi- 
nent quality, and indeed more Eminent 
for Nobility of Blood than abundance of 
Riches: he ſaw and fell in Love with 
her in a great aſſembly , and preſently 


ſounded 


Lis. 1. 


' founded her Parents, to whom he made 


Vannoza. An 


the ordinary offer of amorous old Men, a 
great Joynture 1n recompence for a 
{mall portion ; His propoſition ſeemed 
ſo advantageous, that it dazled the Eyes 
of her avaritious Parents, fo that accord- 
ing to the cruel cuſtome of the Coun- 
trey,they made him a promiſe without 
making her acquainted,it being there the 
barbarous Method, (often attended with 
Evil conſequences) for the Bride and 
Bride-groom not to ſee one another be- 
fore the day of Marriage. And becauſe 
Capoleon knew himſelf to be gray and 
wrinckled, though he {till pretended 
to be very vigorous, and like the Plants 
in winter, who hide their vertue under 
the white ſnow, he was feartul leaſt his 
eyes ſhould ſtrike into her breaſt a re- 
medy againſt Love, rather then an 1n- 
centive to it, and therefore communi- 
cated this miſtruſt to the Parents, who 
(though they thought their authority 
ſtrong enough to vanquiſh the averſion 
of their Daughter) did not miſlike the 
expedient he propounded of Metamor- 
phoſing himſelf, accounting this fraud 
2 lawful one, which redounded to the 
profit of the deceived ; {o that they took 
part 
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part with the amorous doatard, 1n de- 
ceiving their innocent Daughter, and 
to intice this harmleſs young Dovein- 
to the ſnares. Capoleon without umploy- 
ing Medea's arts, without caſting his 
kin like the Snake, or beak with the 
Eagle, got ſo compleat and handſome a 
Perruque,that one would have thought 
(that had not ſeen him before) but that 
it was his natural hair : he trimmed 
his beard very curiouſly, and that lit- 
tle that remained was ſo handſomly 
painted, that it would well-have be- 
come a chin of thirty years old : he fo 
painted and plaiſtered his tace , that 
there remained neither lines nor 
wrinckles, to betray the age which time 
had ſtampt upon it. This was not all, 
for he pitcht upon a young Gentleman 
of his own ſtature, whoſe garb and fa- 
ſhion he 1mitated the beſt he could in 
this transformation 5; him -he procured 
to appear 1n an aſſembly of Gentlemen, 
amongſt which 7anzoza and herParents 
were : Him they made her believe to be 
her deſigned Husband ; and ſhe, who 
ſaw'him but by the dim light and ſmoke 
of Tapers, and dmongſt a confuſed 
company , fancied him not to be _ 
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diſagreeable, for ſhe who was now as 
Tipe for Marriage as deſirous of it, was 
w1lling to ſublcribe to her Parents in- 
tentions, eſpecially in the Marriage of a 
yqayng and handlome Gentleman: Thus 
they made an interview, without any 
private entertainments , diſcourſe or 
converſation , being buta meer fantome 
and illuſion, upon which the poor 
young Lady was to fix the remainder 
of her years, not being undeceived till 
it was too late to remedy the miſtake. 
Judge then whether this were an action 
becoming a Nation who account them- 
ſelves (and perhaps not untruly except 
in theſe affairs) the moſt ſage and pru- 
dent 1in the world. At their return 
home, her Mother asked her amongſt 
other diſcourſe, how ſhe approved her 

choice , ſhe who had ws. br no de- 
fault in him that they had ſhown her , 
with a diſiimulation proper to her ſex, 
prudently concealed her ſatisfaction, 
proteſting that ſhe only ſaw with her 
Mothers eyes, and that ſuitable to a 
Daughcer of her Birth and Education, 
ſhe neither had nor ought to have a 
will diſſonant from that of herParents. 
That ſhe would willingly accept of w- 
| that 
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part with the amorous doatard, in de- 
ceiving their innocent Daughter, and 
to intice this harmleſs young Dovein- 
tothe ſnares, Capoleon without umploy- 
ing Medea's arts, without caſting his 
Skin like the Snake, or beak with the 
Eagle, got ſo compleat and handſome a 
Perruque,that one would have thought 
(that had not ſeen him before) but that 
it was. his natural hair : he trimmed 
his beard very curiouſly, and that lit- 
tle that remained was ſo handiomly 
painted, that it would well-have be- 
come a chin of thirty years old : he ſo 
painted and plaiſtered his face , that 
there remained neither lines nor 
wrinckles, to betray the age which time 
had ſtampt upon it. This was not all, 
for he pitcht upon a young Gentleman 
of his own ſtature, whoſe garb and fa- 
ſhion he 1mitated the beſt he could in 
this transformation 3 him -he procured 
to appear 1n an aſſembly of Gentlemen, 
amongſt which 7arzoza and herParents 
were : Him they made her believe to be 
her deſigned Husband ; and the, who 
ſaw him but by the dim light and ſmoke 
of Tapers, and imongſt a confuſed 
company , fancied him not to be very 
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diſagreeable, for ſhe who was now as 
Tipe for Marriage as deſirous of it, was 
willing to ſ{ublcribe to her Parents in- 
tentions, eſpecially in the Marriage of a 
yqupng and handiome Gentleman: Thus 
they made an interview, without any 
private entertainments , diſcourſe or 
converſation, being buta meer fantome 
and illuſion, upon which the poor 
young Lady was to fix the remainder 
of her years, not being undeceived till 
it was too late to remedy the miſtake. 
Judge then whether this were an action 
becoming a Nation who account them- 
ſelves (and perhaps not untruly except 
in theſe affairs) the moſt {age and pru- 
dent 1n the world. At their return 
home, her Mother asked her amongft 
other diſcourſe, how ſhe approved her 

choice , ſhe who had remarked no de- 

fault in him that they had ſhown her , 
with a diſſimulation proper to her ſex, 

prudently concealed her fatisfaction, 

proteſting that ſhe only ſaw with her 

Mothers eyes, and that ſuitable to a 

Daughcer of her Birth and Education, 
ſhe neither had nor ought to have a 
will diſſonant from that of herParents. 
That ſhe would willingly accept of any 
that 
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part with the amorous doatard, 1n de- 
ceiving their innocent Daughter, and 
to intice this harmleſs young Dovein- 
to the ſnares. Capoleon without umploy- 
ing Medea's arts, without caſting his 
kin like the Snake, or beak with the 
Eagle, got ſo compleat and handſome a 
Perruque,that one would have thought 
(that had not ſeen him before) but that 
it was his natural hair : he trimmed 
his beard very curiouſly, and that lit- 
tle that remained was ſo hand{omly 
painted, that it would well-have be- 
come a chin of thirty years old : he ſo 
painted and plaiſtered his face , that 
there remained neither lines nor 
wrinckles, to betray the age which time 
had ſtampt upon it. This was not all, 
for he pitcht upon a young Gentleman 
of his own ſtature, whoſe garb and fa- 
ſhion he 1mitated the beſt he could in 
this transformation 5 him che procured 
to appear in an aſſembly of Gentlemen, 
amongſt which /7anzoza and herParents 
were : Him they made her believe to be 
her deſigned Husband ; and ſhe, who 
ſaw him but by the dim light and ſmoke 
of Tapers, and dmongſt a confuſed 
company , fancied him not to be very 
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diſagreeable, for ſhe who was now as 
Tipe for Marriage as deſirous of it, was 
willing to ſublcribe to her Parents in- 
tentions, eſpecially in the Marriage ofa 
yqapng and handiome Gentleman: Thus 
they made an interview, without any 
private entertainments , diſcourſe or 
converſation , being but a meer fantome 
and illuſion, upon which the poor 
young Lady was to fix the remainder 
of her years, not being undeceived till 
it was too late to remedy the miſtake. 
Judge then whether this were an action 
becoming a Nation who account them- 
ſelves (and perhaps not untruly except 
in theſe affairs) the moſt ſage and pru- 
dent in the world. At their return 
home, her Mother asked her amongſt 
other diſcourſe, how ſhe approved her 
choice , ſhe who had — no de- 
fault in him that they had ſhown her , 
with a diſlimulation proper to her ſex, 
prudently concealed her fatisfaction, 
proteſting that ſhe only ſaw with her 
Mothers eyes, and that ſuitable to a 
Daughcer of her Birth and Education, 
ſhe neither had nor ought to have a 
will diſſonant from that of herParents. 
That ſhe would willingly accept of ny 
_ that 
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that ſhe would willingly accept of any 
that was preſented her from their hand, 
adding to this tender ſubmiſſion the 
moſt obliging expreſſions befitting ſuch 
occaſions : Thus was our tender young 
Hind hunted into the ſnare ; ſhe wamo 
ſooner promiſed but aftianced to Capo- 
teon, at the twilight of the evening, 
hidden under the ſhade of a feigned ar- 


tifice which diſguiſed his real imperte- 


&10ns : The entertainment was ſo ſhort, 
and the filence {o deep, his voice never 
being elevated fo faras to diſcover the 
deceit, that he, though an Z/an, was 


taken for a Facob, being deformed with 


2ge, he was thought to poſſeſs the 
beauties of youth , his hoary old age 
being taken for {prightly youthfulneſs 
by 2 prepoſlefſed ſpirit. The Marriage 
was folemnized a few days after, but 
in the night time, where he appearing 
in ſumptuous apparel, more fitting for 
a far younger man, and ornaments fo 
gaudy as were as unfitting to his ſex 
as age, paſſed by the out-ſide for a com- 
pleat young Gallant : In ſum, Yaroze 
thinking to have married a young 
Gentleman, wakened the next morn- 


ing 
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ing the wife of an old one, who ha- 
ving caſt off his youth over night with 
his Peruque , appearing in the morn- 
1g as Zeah formerly did to Facob. None 
but {ouls aflailed with ſuch furprizes, 
could imagine the greatnels of thelſe, 
Poor fimple innocent ! ſhe thought it 
had been Marriage which {o ſoon made 
young perſons old ; and irembling and 
teartul, the run to her glaſs, to fee if 
wrinck!les had not mace as bold with her 
forehead as with her husbands, and 
whether her hairs were not become as 
white as her face was pale with fear, in 
which ſhe thought ſhe ſaw the image 
of death ſtamped , the fright had to 
dazled her eyes, till by little and little 
ſhe begun to undeceive her ſelf , the 
remembrance of her changing fo lately 
her Virgin ſtate, did allo help to bring 
the blood into her face, and mixing the 
Roles again amongſt the Lillies, and 
adding a lively colour to her cheeks, 
made her perceive that her flouriſhing 
beauty had not left her with her Virgt- 
nity. The husband rallyed all his wit to 
charge .her with excuſes , her Parents 
allo running to afliſt him, dazling the 
ces 
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eyes-0f this poor young Lady with the 


riches of her new mar- 
5% = Fy apo ried T 7ithon , repre- 
that the Poets feignes TEntiNg to her the moſt 
he was turned into 4 advantageoully they 
Graſpopper.Ov. Met. could the multitude of 
his wealth and opulency of his fortune, 
that this artifice was only intended for 
her good, and finally perlwaded her 
ſhe ſhould be the moſt fortunate and 
happy Lady in the City. Thus was ſhe 
brought from her firſt aſtoniſhment, 1n- 
to a courſe of life which however dila- 
greeable to her, ought to give all the 
content imaginable to Capoleon, and 
promiſed to recompence him with a 
Iree 1njoyment of thoſe felicities which 
his tormer nuptials had denied him : In 
a word, this affair was conducted with 
ſuch brevity and induſtry , that Capo- 
leon was married before any ſuch thing 
was talked or thought of , and now eve- 
ry one begun to hope well of his future 
Converſation, and that the honourable 
bonds of Matrimony would tye him up 
from his former diſhanourable ations. 
But whether a diſordinate ſpirit carry 
inquietude along with 1t, as oy do 
tne1r 


Lis.I. Vannoza. 47 
their hell, or whet her by nusfortune he 
had conſpired againſt his own happi- 
neſs, he who had tiri{t given all reaſonable 
liberty to his Wife that could be de- 
fired, permitting her with her Mo- 
ther to ſee and injoy the Company 
of their ancient friends and acquain- 
tance, and to frequent what places of 
devotion ſhe pleaſed, being on a ſuddain 
inflamed with the fire of Jealouſie, which 
Is as fierce as that of Hell, he begun 
like Zabap to Jacob, to change his coun- 
tenance toward her, and to change 
thoſe Sun-ſhiny days into obſcure nights, 
he found himlelf to be old and detorm- 
ed, her young and beauteous, the per- 
fections which he perceived in her, and 
the defaults which he remarked in him- 
ſelf, were the only faults of this young 
innocent, Nothing but adminiſtred 
fewel to this flame : If any one lookt 
upon her, it was with a luſtful eye, if 
any one ſpoke to her prejudice, he be- 
lieved it, or if they. praiſed her, it pro- 
ceeded from deſigns prejudicial. to his 
honour : The very rays of the Sun were 
too familiar with her,and Zephyr took 
too much liberty to ſport about her 
breaſts, the fhes that chanced to pearch 
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upon her face kiſſed her, and the habits 
which ſhe wore touched her too near- 
ly. He thought her ſo weak that any 
thing was able to corrupt her : The 
thoughts that every one was covyetous 
of this Gold, wrought in him a deſign 
ot burying 1o deſirable a Creature trom 
all mens ſight, and the light of the 
day: But had he brought about this 
deſign with better conduct, and had by 
little and little reſtrained his liberty, 
and Eclipſed this Star by degrees irom 
the eyes of the World by ſome conden- 
ſed vapours which time ſhould form 
into clouds; had he but gently accuſtom- 
ed this Bird to the reſtraints of a Cage, 
this ſlave to the chain, perhaps 1n a 
Country where Captivity is fo ordinary 
amongſt Women, that 1t 1s even con- 
verted into Nature, he had not ſo vio- 
lently exaſperated her ſpirit, and defire 
of eſcaping, and had pluckt up the 
root of many hard conſtructions and 
evil ſpeeches againſt his unreaſonable 
leverity : But what is it but to expect 
freſh water from the Sea, for one to 
look for kind uſage from a man blind- 
ed with jealouſie? is 1t not to demand 
:*aſon of one that has loſt 1t? to _ 
Or 
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for grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſties 

Thole that ſay that this 'malady is an 
exceſs of Love, as the Fever 1s of natu- 
ral heat, do therein confeſs that though 
it be a fort of Love it 1s but a ſick one; 
and as 8 hot and burning Fever brings 
us even to the neighbourhood of death, 
fo a hot and flaming jealouſlie 1s eaſily 
brought to conſume the tewel of Love 
that feeds it: it turns the ſweet and 
gentle heat into a Calenture . from 
whence proceed the ſharpeſt effects of 
hatred, which will not ſtop ſhort of an 
attempt upon the lite, or at leaſt of as 
precious liberty. Thus where this 
paſſion fixeth, being born of real love 
it does at laſt ruine it, as the moth eats 
the cloth in which it took its being. 
All Capoleon's defire was to preſerve 
his Wite entirely to himſelt, and ro 
perfe& that deſign, he lodgeth her ina 
Chamber the fitteſt he could find out 
for 2 Priſon, not conſidering that in 
confining the body he disjoyns the ſoul 
of affettion from it, which ſhould 
= the only guard to prelerve it to 

1m. 
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How this vain paſſion blinds fond 
man, 

To think reſtraints which thus con- © 
[BP troll þ 
4:1 88 The actions of the body, can 
081 1 Confine the motions of the ſoul. 


This unexpected whirlwind ſeized 
our new-married innocent, who find- 
ing her ſelf not guilty, could almoſt 
have wiſht her ſelf criminal to be re- 
venged for ſo unjuſt acruelty ; Judge | 
then 1t Capoleoz did not do himſelt a 
real 1njury to ſhun an imaginary one ; 
having pitcht upon the ſ{ureſt way to | 
make himſelf odious, by ingraffing this 
bitter {lip of cruelty upon the large 

; {tock of his other deformities, which 
malicious age had planted in his face : 
The poor priſoner laments her condt- 
tion, being earneſtly deſirous to under- 
{tand the cauſe of her condemnation, 
the would gladly know in what the had 
given an occaſion of diſtruſt, that the 
might clear her ſelf of the accuſation if 
falie, or correc the fault if true: The 
Parents took this aifront as hainouſly 
as the Daughter , but ſhewed not ſo 

much 
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much reſentment for fear of augment- 
ing the puniſhment by provoking him, 
to the tyranny of whole power they 
had brought her to ſubmit: But though 
the clouds may be ſo thick as to con- 
ceal the Thunder-bolt from our fight. 
yet itill they are eaſily penetrated by the 
Lightning , ſo that their diſcontents 
though difſembled; were diſcovered by 
Capoleon, who gave no other reaſon 
(barbarous as he was) but that he might 
diſpoſe of his own as he pleaſed, and 
order and govern his Wile to his fan- 
cy : As1t Wives which were given for: 
Companions, not Slaves or Servants to 
Men, could or ought to be guided by 

4 love and 
gentleneſs :- But what one would preſs 
him to diſcover what cauſe ſhe had g1- 
ven him for-{o ſtri&t a confinement.the 
force of truth compelled him to con- 
feſs that he had none, and that this re- 
ſtraint and impriſonment was not for 
any fault. already committed ,- but to 
prevent thoſe which the future bait of 
occaſions and opportunities might pro- 
duce.ſo that ſhe muſt be forced toendure 
a preſent pyniſhment for a future tault: 


h "Thus might /an0zs champ upon the 
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bit , but her Groom would be ſure to 
avoid the ſtrokes of her heels. for this 
miſtruſt did fo far provoke her, that 
the was not {o much vexed at the loſs 
of her liberty as that ſhe could imagine 
no means tO compalsa revenge , but as 
winds incloſed in the bowels of the 
earth, do at Jalt grow ſo inraged at their 
continements as to ſhake whatever lies 
upon the {urface ; ſo her vexation me- 
ditated none but diſmal effes: In the 
mean time his teſtimony of her inno- 
cence ſomewhat alleviated her griets, 
and {eeming to agree with him inthe 
care of keeping her undefiled from the 
world, 


She keeps that anger cloſe within her 
breaſt, | 

Fl hich tears her heart and robs her of 
hex reſt. 


Though the was lodged like a Queen 
1n an apartment behind therhoule, in a 
Chamber excellently furniſhed, and in- 
joy1ng a moſt pleaſant air, through the 
window of which (ſhe had the proſpect 
of a pleaſant Garden, deckt with all 
forts of delightful lowers, yet till the 
- thoughts 
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thoughts of a priſon made it difagree- 
able, and that liberty which ſhe knew 
not the {weetnels of in the poſleſiivn, 
was now 1n the deprivation preſented 
to her eyes, in ſuch an equipage, and 
with ſuch attractions as rendred it the 
moſt ſoveraign bleſſing of life, All the 
Images of the moſt excellent rarities, 
and the moſt ſignal perſons ſhe had 
ever ſeen, now preſented themſelves to 
her eyes, and repaſſed through her tan- 
cy with ſuch advantage, that the effe&t 
they made upon her ſpirit almoſt hurri- 
ed her to deſperation: ſometimes ma- 
king compariſons of the {weet conver- 
ſations of her deareſt friends and com- 
panions, with the heavy ſolitude which 
now environed her, where there was 
not ſo much as an echo to anſwer her 
complaints : This ſolitarineſls ſeemed 
ſo much the more 1nſupportable , by 
recalling to her memory how ſhort the 
days ſeemed which ſhe uſed once to paſs 
in the entertainment of divers witt 

comrades, and comparing them wit 

the length of theſe, which ſhe ſpent 
without any other company or comfort 
then that of her thoughts : It was with 
her as with Mills, which turning about 


E 3 empty, 
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empty , fire themſelves by their own 
motion : After this her 1maginat1on re- 
preſenting to her the moſt fair and a- 


greeable objects which had formerly 


been repreſented to her view amongſt 


the other Sex, and confronting the 
wrinckles , palenels, and deformities 
which age had drawn on the face of her 
husband, with the poliſht foreheads,ver- 
million cheeks, pleaſant eyes and guil- 
ded hairs, with the ſweet and gentle be- 
haviour , the inſeparable companions 
ot downy chins, O how intolerable 
did her old Capoleoz appear ! She a thou- 
ſand times repented of having ſuffered 
her ſelf like a filly Lark , to be drawn 
into the net by the ſhining of a glaſs, 
this guilded ice, the luſtre of fading 
riches. O how infinitely more plea- 
ſing ſeemed a merry contented poverty 
than a wretched abundance , clogged 
with diſcontents, but void of pleaſure 
or ſatisfaction ! And indeed he that de- 
ſires riches with fo great a paſſion only 
to glut an infatiate appetite, 1s ſtill the 
pooreſt man alive, and is not he that is 
contented and ſatisfied with a medio- 


criry far richer than he, who like 7as- 


#4/15 15 choaked with thirſt and familſht 
with 
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55 
with hunger am ongft floods of water 
and plenty of pleatant fruits, or like 
 Midzs amidſt his heaps of Gold and 
Treaſures ? So true is that of the 
Poet, 


T he Covetons are always poor, 
He's only rich that craves no more, 


For who ſees not that he that has 
ſuch unreaſonable defires is troubled 
with a Dropfſie, that never {uffers him 
to be {atiated ? he is only hea:itt ti! and 
rich that is ſatisfied with the littis witch 
he hath. But Alcimm, as we haveiaid 
before, ſurmounting inriches, pomp. 
behaviour, wit and gallantry, al! thoſe 
of his age and quality in the City, it 1s 
not to be queſtioned whether his form 
did not pleaſingly poſſeſs the fancy ot 9ur 
fair Recluſe, whoſe repoſe rendered ner 
like a ſtanding pool, in which the cir- 
cle made by a ſtone thrown into 1t,does 
preſently multiply its felf to an infinite 
number . for this Idol adored by the 
eyes, and ſigh'd for by the hearts of lo 
many Females, but all in vain ; took up 
an immoveable habitation in her heart, 
and this Samſon ſo much beloved of fo 
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many of the Children of //ract, quickly 
ſurprized the aftections ot this Da/ilah ; 
but though amongſt other young La- 

dies, ſhe had ſuckt in this tubtle poy- 
{cn at theeyes , yet the impoſſibility of 

ere” enjoying him in the ſacred bonds 

of Marriage , like a heavy weight did 

clog the wings of her inconkderate de- 
fires,notwithitanding winch 


ITtth her own heart ſhe nouriſhed 
The Yultur which was in it bred . 
7 anguiſhing for a happineſs 

Hhich ſhe could nere hope to poſſeſs. 


She judged rightly that this was no 
bird to be taken in a ſpider's net, and 
that her artifices would need great 
ſtrength to hold him. But , faid ſhe, 
were I Miſtreſs eithcr of his affections 
or of ſome others.I would have recourſe 
to it for the recovery of my loſt liber- 
ty: In my happy days I was lo little 
concerned for others misfortunes that 
now there is none trouble themſelves to 
to ſuccour me in the multitude of my 
own. Thus without any to counſel or 
aſſiſt her, ſhe wandered in a labyrinth 
of perturbations: Yet was ſhe reſolved 
tO 
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to leave no ſtone unturned to retrieve 
her liberty, not conſidering how ſhe 
was likely to fall into a far worſe Cap- 
tivity, the ſlavery of fin, the moſt un- 
fortunate and deteſtable ſervitude in 
the world, not caring ſo ſhe could eſ- 
cape a temporal puniſhment though ſhe 
lanched out into an eternal one; not 
| conſidering the many ſad examples of 
| Divine vengeance: upon ſuch impieties 


which 


Should teach the wicked to eſcape the 
70d, 


(By ſouna Repentance) of an angry 
God, 
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We have ſaid that amongſt the exer- 
| ciſes in which c:mm was moſt delight- 
ed, that of managing a Horſe was chief, 
and that prancing ordinarily through 
the ſtreets, advantageouſly mounted 
and accoutred, and ftrutting in the 
pomp and gallantry of his habits, like 
the Peacock 1n the variety of his plumes, 
he paſſed often by Capoleor's houſe, this 
ſtreet pleaſing him the moſt, being ve- 
ry large and fair, and moſt commodi- 
ous for his exerciſing his Horſe in thoſe 


motions 
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motions he had learnt him , and, as we 


have ſaid, hedid it with ſuch rare dex- 
terity that he never wanted abundance 
of beholders both in the ſtreets and 
windows. /azxoza during her former 
liberty had often beheld him in theſe 
poſtures,through the bars and treillices 


of the windows, which by reaſon of 


their ule are there called Jealouſfies; but 
upon the entry of her new courſe of 
lite, being wholly taken up in the cold 
aftection and converſation of her Hul- 


band, this Idea had ſcarce any room left 


1n her ſpirit, much leſs to take up a lodg- 
ing there. Capoleon himielf took a fin- 
Enlar pleaſure in ſeeing thele gallan- 
tries of this young Cavalter , and with 
exceſſive praiſes, railed his excellency 
and dexterity to the very clouds : He 
had ſhut up his Wie in a remote a- 
partment, this ſpectacle, as moſt others, 
being {uſpeted by him, and therefore 
relerved-it only to his own ſight. One 
evening as He and his Wife were 
taking the Air in the Garden , one of 
his Lacqueys came to tell him, that -2/- 
cimmw was in the ftreet at his uſual ex- 


erciſe, and that upon a ſtately Veapo- 


litan Courler he performed wonders, to 
the 
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the admiration of all beholders. Capo- 
leon on a ſuddain left his Wife, to wa- 
tering the flowers with her tears, to di- 
vert himſelf with this pleaſing ſpectacle, 
Pannoza though the ſaid nothing , 
thought never the leſs , ſhe durſt neither 
follow him nor ask leave to do ſo, know- 
ing that to his ſuſpicious brain this 
might bring ſome ſiniſter ombrage of 
her fidelity, arid therefore ſitting very 
penſively down 1n a cloſe Arbour, ba- 
thing her ſelf in tears, ſhe diſcharged her 
ſelf of ,part of her ſorrows, in exhaling 
theſe following regrets, often interrup- 
ted with deep ſighs. 


To what has the rigorous influence of 
my unhappy ſlars lrocd me? muſs 7 
thus dye before death's approach, and like 4 
criminal Veſtal be buried alive? Certainly 
when one has by a bad deportment merited 
puniſhment, the rigour of the pain ts ſome- 
what moderated by the conſideration of the 
juſtneſs of it, but to ſuffer an unjuſt puniſh- 
ment, u the rudeſt eſſay can be made upozxt 
humane patience , and what patience ſo 4- 
buſed would not turn to fury? Fhy ſponld 
Z beſtow ſo much time on my complaints, 
«nd none upon my revenge? Dye then, un- 

ES fortunate 
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fortunate Vannoza, and by one generous 
death cut off a thouſand daily renewing and 
languiſhing ones, which every hour ajfuict 
thee. The cold andpale-faced Moon can- 
rot be more {cy than thy Fiusband,nor the 
ſhades more horrible than his preſence, 
They deſerve to live miſerable that know | 
wot how to eſcape aſftittions by a courageous 
aeath, But, muſt / dye then unrevengea? 
ſince revenge to the heart of a Woman a- 
" like me, is a pleaſure far ſweeter 
than life : Thus ſhall we ſet Furtes upon 
our Cerberus, who ſhall ſufficiently tor- | 
ment him, and make him experiment the { 


Il extremities to which he hath reduced 
Y 
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She had farther purſued this furious 
diſcourſe , if the fear of being heard, 


| joined to the multitude of her ſighs, | 
on had not ſtopped the words that follow- | 
{YI ed. But this interruption of her diſ- ; 
34} _ courſe gave more liberty to her thoughts, 
1 which came to nettle her ſpirit with the 
WM; words which the Lacquey had ſpoke 


before her, ſo much to Lcimus his ad- 

_ vantage , words which were oil to the 
flames of her defire : It is an inclinati- 
on incident to humane nature, to a 

tnar 
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that moſt earneſtly which is moſt 
ſtrictly torbidden , And if this flame do 
ſeize fo furiouſly on the green wood of 
man's ſpirir, what deſtruction will it 
make among the dry ? In that of a 
Woman, who 1s more fiercely agitated 
the more unable ſhe isto reſiſt. 


She s quite averſe if you deſire, 
tf you refuſe ſye's all on fire. 


Thus ſaid the Poet that beft knew 
their dupoſition; But if ſhe deſire a 
thing which ſhe wo nts power to obtain, 
then 1s 1t the ſtrains the utmoſt of her 
ſubtilty, to 1nvent crafts and artificesto 
compals her defigns ; and then God on- 
ly knows what means ſhe will not uſe 
to plain the way to her pretenſions : 
The effects of Lightning which we {o 
much admire, were never more ſubtile, 
for as that will melt the money with- 
out touching the purſe, and the ſword 
without prejudicing the ſ{cabbard, ſo 
they will paſs through bolted doors, 
and ſcale the walls of the greateſt ob- 


{tacles, by a moſt ſubtile ſort of penetra- 
tion ; 


Can 
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Can any hope to fetter thus 

A crafty female Proteus ? 

The guards and bonds which her con- 
fine 


Fill but help to aid her deſign. 


And this indeed was ſufficient to 


whet her appetite, to call away Cepo- 


leon from her company to ſee the gallan- 
tries of lcimus, it did indeed prick 
torward her deſire of taking her turn 
and leaving Capoleon's Company to en- 
joy the fight of -2cimmus her felt : Thus 
the reſolved to feed her eyes with this 
lovely obje&, like the inconſiderate 
fly that raſhly approaching the candle, 
burns it ſelf init; There was over the 
apartment, whoſe walls bounded her 
liberty, a Garret in which ſhe preten- 
ded to be deſirous of building a little 
Hermitage, there to make a retreat for 
the better contemplating. on heavenly 
matters, like another Judzth : the con- 
ſidered that from thence ſhe might paſs 
to the main part of the Houſe which 
fronted the free, (and was kept from 
her approach) over the top of a Gal- 
lery which joined to her apartment, 

through 
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through which Gallery her husband 
uſually came to her. His project ſuc- 
ceeded to her deftign ; ſo that having 
made a Cabinet there of boards, ſhe 
made1t be adorned and hung with Tapi- 
ſtry and Pictures, {o {ſeeming to. be ve- 
Ty devout , ſhe uted to ſhut her felt in 
there, to attend more carefujly the of- 
fice of the pious ary, though her 
Heart bore the impreſſions of far worie 
actions than thoſe of the buſie Martha. 
Being retired into this remote place, ſhe 
paſſed over the top of the Gallery we 
{poke of, into the Garret of the main 
body of the houſe which fronted to- 
wards the ſtreet , where through the 
window ſhe might eaxiily ſee rhere all 
that paſſed to and iro, thus according to 
her defire ſhe obtained the means of 
ſeeing the world. ' Amongſt others, 41- 
cims failed not in the evening to come 
out to take the air, richly habited, no- 
bly attended, and compleatly mounted, 
making his ordinary corvets and mana- 
gery ; and as he bore innocency 1n his 
ſpirit, fo did he ingenuity in his looks ; 
and though he was not altogether clear 
of all faults, yet that of a little vanity 
was the chief, and he never harboured 
thoſe 
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thoſe unclean and vile thoughts which 
now ſeized the breaſt of this bird that 
thus peeped at him through her cage. 
It according to cuſtome, he attracted 
the eyes of every one, he even raviſht 
and tranſported with admiration thoſe 
of Yannoza; Cephalus never appeared 
ſo lovely to furora, Endymion to Diana, 
nor Zippolytus to Pheara. 


To ſee and to deſire was but the ſame , 
To her whoſe ſoul did now ſo fiercely 


flame. 


Alcimus whom ſhe had ſo often before 
conſidered, did never ſeem to have halt 
{0 many attractions , The Eaſtern regi- 
ons have fewer pearls, the Spring fewer 
flowers, and the Sun fewer rays than 
ſhe fancied him to have graces and ac- 
compliſhments, and certainly if Envy 
with her {quint eyes were conſtrained 
to confeſs the advantages which ſhined 
in this Cavalier, what muſt that of Love 
do ? that penetrating eye, which will 
often forge imaginary beauties in ob- 
jets where there are none; How did 
the blame the inconſideration of her 
eyes, which could formerly < 
ucl 
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{uch perietions with ſuch an indifferen- 
cy, and not give a true report to her 
heart of the rarities they now too late 
diſcovered. But what have I to do to 
divine, much leſs t5 trace upon this 
paper the divers thoughts and paſſions 
which ſwell'd her breaſt, the ſecret dit: 
courſes of her ſpirit ; the irreſolute de- 
terminations proceeding from her 
words, thoughts, diſcourſes and deter- 
minations, which made a Chaos of con- 
fuſed defires and extravagant projects in 
| her imagination. | 


1Vith hope ſhe fed her ſelf in vain, 


Of what [be ſaw 20 means PObtain, 


Thele views and paſlages as innocent 
11 the one as pernicious to the other,con- 
tinued ſome days, theſe being drops 
of water which ſtill made the Furnace 
flame more fiercely, and oil thrown 
_ upon the fire daily conſumed her: It 
muſt needs be great becauſe double,that 
of her new Love being augmented by 
that of the hatred ſhe bore to the unj uſt 
rigours, and real deformities of her 
husband, and the furious appetite ſhe 
had for a revenge for his outrages ; 

F which 
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which at laſt brought her to this reſolu- 
con : 


After the expence of many a 7 ear, 
| Io Hhich daily flowed from her Eyes, 

; " tf Heaven refuſe her Plaints to hear, 
If | She'll call Hell to her Enterprize. 


ſuch execrable Deſigns, as render the 
enſuing Lines more black, by the wick- 
edneſs they rciate, than the Ink that ' 
forms them, enough to ſtrike a horror 
into Hell, to ſee Crimes invented by Fe- 1; 
male {ubrilty, which it can readily pu- 
niſh, but never invent. 


But Heaven 1s too juſt to authorize j 
| 


Such Crimes proceeding from unlawfull 
Z ove, 


Towhich Medea's would but ſlight ones 


pYr OVE. 


But for the pre{ent,what could ſhe do? 
T1 tor to die every day a thouſand torment- | 
"= ing deaths, in the ſight of the Remedy 
F that was only able to cure her, todie un- 
revenged, and without complaining to 
al 4 | him that is the cauſe ; whar is this but to 
nl } put a Needle betwixt two LonGonng, 
li a 
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and caule that, contrary to Nature, he 
that ſhe rejects in her Soul ſhould poſſeſs 
her Body ; and that he to whom her 
very Heart and Inclinations bend, can- 
not be informed of her thoughts ? So 
that ſhe muſt either evaporate this wind, 
or {ufter an Earth-quake to ſhake her ve- 
ry Soul , ſhe muſt either ſpring this 
Mine, or be buried 1n it ; but the way 
muſt be to do it with that kind of Pow- 
der which deſtroys without Report. 

Were I not deſirous to find in the Vi- 
per and Scorpion the Antidote againſt 


. their own Poylſon, Iſhould here cloſe up 
this rugged Clew lam about to follow ; 


or if I continued 1n it, Iſhould defire the 
Reader here to cloſe his Eyes for fearof 
defiling them, with the reading the moſt 
execrable Actions which humane Inven- 
tion could produce , but I hope, the 
great heavenly Phyſitian will aſſiſt me 
{o artificially to compound my Medicine, 
that the Antidote may {urmount the 
Poylon. | 


For in purſuing this Diſcourſe, 
7 to my ſelf propoſe this end, 
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That he whoreads may feet; remorſe, .... 
 Eromthatby which he leans t offend. 
| FED _ CG TY 


.. Thns the Rays of the Sun paſs upon 
the Dung-bill without infection, anda 
Lund Judgment through the knowledg 
of Evil, without receiving : the leait 
Tincture : I fear not but to draw Light 
trom this Dirknels, and ſacred Fire (as 
the Childreri - of /7ſract at their return 
trom Babyloz ) out of a Pit, fill'd with 
Ordure. And who can blame for unfit 
or unprofitable the Hiſtory of the Great 
Whore in the  pocalyps ?* Since God 
propoleth-thoſe Examples for us, by ſee- 
ing the Puniſhments,, to avoid the 
Crimes. ; and oft for notorious Offen- 
ces., lie uſeth extraordinary Puniſh- 
ments ; 25.11: Thunder, the ſound af- 
{rights all, but the Bolt lights but upon 
tew. And God has allo Commanded 
1s Prophets to declare unto his People 
their Crimes and Offences, -and ſpit their 
ſhameful Actions in their Faces ; tv 
Preach upon the Roofs what is practiſed 
in the Chambers , and to bring intothe 
Evidence of Light, that. which hath 
been acted in the-Cover of Darkneſs : 
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And the Prophet has {aid to an Tdola- 
trous People, /will diſcover thy nakednef5 
to the Nations, With this Intention 1 
enter into the blackeſt Labyrinth ima-- 
g104ble, and intoa Recital more horrt- 
ble, than the .Zbonsination of Deſolation, 
the Crimes of which are as worthy «of 


deteſtation, as of puniſhment, 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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Yagees T cannot be denied, that thoſe 
Js oy Crimes are freateſt,in which 


Gy God, who ought to be the 
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Puniſher, 1s made a Party, 
and when the Sinner endea- 
vours to make him a Servant to Iniqui- 
ty ; when Godlineſs ſerves for a veil to 
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Imprety ; this Wickednels may well be 
termed deplorable. 'Twas here that the 
deteſtable Yannoza began to warp her 
Web, and like the Silk-worm, digged 
her Tomb where the thought to build a 
Houle. She was now feignedly become 
extream devout, which infinitely piea- 
{ed her Husband, who not being able to 
judge but by the out-ſ{ide, 1magined that 
her Honour was now fenced with adou- 
ble Rampart, ſince the Exerciles of De- 
votion would {crve for a pleaſing en- 
tertainment 1n her ſolitude, and that the 
Izar and love of God taking up her 
thoughts, would breed in her a horrour 
of fin, and a deteſtation of all other 
than lawful aftections, reſembling the 
Mother of Pearl, which in the middle 
of the {alt waves of the Sea, receives no 
other moiſture than what proceeds tron 
from the Dew. He could not refrain his 
prailes of her, and extraordinary ap- 
plauſes, to teſtifie his joy to ſee her mix 
together her devotion towards God, and 
her duty towards him : See here a Hus - 
band become a Preacher, a good Husband 
certainly, far more careful and curious 
ct the Conſcience of his fair Compani- 
on. than of his own: Admirable Chari- 


ty : 


Lis.Il. Vannoza, «#3 
_ ty ! Czpoleon became the Trumpet of his 
Wives Devotion ; he thought her im- 
ploy d 1n her private Cloſet 1n the Gal- 
lery, inthe ſame Exerciſes with the Va- 
liant Bethulian Widow ; believing that 
her Contemplations were wholly upon 
Heavenly Objects, which were continu- 
ally fixed upon an earthly one, whilſt he 
managed his Horſe in the Street : Yarno- 
24 ſeeing that her Train had taken fire, 
and that her Husband accounted her ve- 
ry devout, ceaſed not to beat this Iron 
whilſt 1t was hot, holding him 1n Dil- 
courles of Piety and Heaven (though 
both as far diſtant from her heart, as the 
later 1s from the Earth)even unto Vaſions 
and Revelations, ſometimes interming- 
ling Sighs and Exclamations, with turn- 
ing of her eyes almoſt in a feigned exta- 
ſie.ſpeaking nothing but of hair-Cloaths, 
and Mortification , heaping up abun- 
dance of Images, and Books of Devoti- 
ON, Tecounting pieces of Sermons, which 
(he retained in her Memoty, and fome 
Tracts of the Lives of Saints, whichlio 
zavyhed the ſpirit of the old Man, that he | 
conld not take her forleſs than a Saint, 
4nd termed her his Tutclary Angel, who 
impardly accounted him her Guardian- 

mol Devil. 
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Devil. Nothing ſo much pleaſeth the 
old Husband of a young Wite, as to ſec 
her piouſly inclined, imagining that ſhe 
willthere find ſuch fatisfaQtions of ſpirit, 
that ſhe will never eſteem thoſe of the 
fleſh Thus Capolcon thought that this 
deſign in him of impriſoning his Wife, 
proceeded from Divine Inſpiration, God 
having uſed that means to accompliſh ſo 
gooada Work, He begun to have more 
confidence 1n her, and to teſtifie by ſome 
more than ordinary Carefles, that ſhe 
ſhould never want his afte&tions 1n re- 
compence of thoſe ſhe had fixed upon 
God, and that his love ſhould ftill 1in- 
creaſe towards her, as hers did towards 
Heaven. After this ſhe made her pious 
retreats laſt ſomewhat longer , but this 
was more to watch the paſlage of him 
who was the light of her eyes, than to 
content her {ſpirit with Celeſtial Rap- 
tures. None in the Houſe knew of this 
Artifice, and had her very {mock known 
it, it had beenin eminent danger of burn- 
ing ; for ſhe knew how dangerous it 
would be to truſt either to a Maid, or 
Lacquey, who were ſo many Spies and 
Sentinels kept in Pay by her Husband. to 
keep a ſtrit watch on all her Actions. 


And 
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And now what was ſhe able todo, being 
alone confined, revengeful and amorous ? 
She muſt uſe ſome means to eſcape from 
this perplexity, ether through the win- 
dow of Deſpair, or the door of Arti- 
fice. A religious Artifice, that was the 
door of the Temple, which ſhe thought 
to be ſpecious, but was very fallacious , 
wheretore ſhe reſolved, 


To try all wayes that Hit or Art could 
yield, 

Before ſhe to deſpair would quit the 
field, 


One day as ſhe was Cajoling her aged 

7 thon, (according to the Cuſtome of 
Women when they mean to deceive) re- 
doubling her toyings and careſles, ſhe 
proteſted to him, That Impriſonment in 
his company was the higheſt happineſs 
ſhe coveted on Earth , and ſo ſhe enjoy- 
ed but the ſight of him, all others in the 
World were indifferent to her: fo ſhe 
might but enjoy this ſhadow of liberty 
to go to the Churches in the Company 
and Condudt of her Mother, to procure 
Indulgences, to frequent the Sacraments 
and Confeſſions, and to hear SETIBOns : 
That 
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That all other Exerciſes beſides thefe and 
her domeitique ones were as contrary to 
her temper , as fire to water, ſhe being 
r:0 more concerned tor the companies 
and converiations of the World, than if 
the had never icen nor known it: She 
knew to well to cotour this juſt requeſt 
with tweet and plauſible words, and to 
2cccmpany her aiffimulation w ith ſuch 
real tears, that Capolcon's heart was not 
{5 ny but to be loftened by them ; or 
had it been of ſtone, the falling of theſe 
{treams h 1d Deen eno ugh to wear it : He 
took her in{1de to be as Jovely as her out, 
and tnat both ways though clothed with 
fleſh ſhe was altogether Spiritual ; ; and 
that though yet oa Earth, the breathed 
nothing but what was Angelical: 


thought that ſo holy a requett could => 


be rejected wirhout impiety ; And that 
he could not without meriting ſome ſe- 
vere Judgment irom Heaven, reliſt the 
motions of the holy Spirit, and ſtop the 
progrels of Grace in this holy Soul. The 
Proverb ſaith, That it is hard to find a 
trick to catch the old one, fince their 
long experience has armed them agate 
alt devices; Yet'this young Wir,refined 
by a Paſſion which inſpires the moſt _ 

ple 


- —_—_ OR , F 
OI 7 en ns” aa Eamets = . , = 
c Sm 


Lis.JI. Vannoza. 77 


ple with ſubtlety, needed not to go to 
School to the moſt ancient Crafts-Ma- 
fters. Capoleon falls into the Inare, and 
opening the door to a leeming Piety, of 
lets in the blackeſt miſchicts. Wine ta- 
ken after Hemloct, 18 a good Antidote 
againſt its poylon, becau ſeits gentle Neat 
refreſhing the heart, 'tempers the mor- 
tal coldnels of the other: but v hen they 
are both {wailowed together, there 7c- 
mains no further remedy ; for th 1C ONE 
opening the pectoral veins, Mares the 
deadly venom cf the other 2 more cali 
entrance, ard Tcncers it 10 penetrating 
and active, that the vital heat 1s ſuddair- 
ly extinguiſht. In like ma! ner tne moſt 
puiſlant remedy aiter the poiton of fin, 
15 the ſupernatural heat of grace, (Grace 
which is the true enlivener of the ſpi- 
Tits) which does temper the natural fri- 
gidity of the Soul ; the Sacraments and 
other Divine My ſer 1es, are the Conduit- 
Pipes that convey this Divine Mercy 
trom the Fountain of .Salvation ; bur 
when one ſwallows them down mixed 
with the venome of Sin, then {urely this 
1n1quity 1s deplorable, which turns the 
Haven to a Whirl-pool, the Potion toa 
Potlon, | 


Death 
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Death into Sinners entring at this Gate, 
Hurries them heaalong to a damned ſtate. 


And this miſchievous invention of Yay- 
024 was {ufficient to hurry her to the 
brink of Perdition ; for ſhe thus obtained 
this favour of her husband, who thought 
this as great anad of prudence as of con- 
deſcention, hereby ſtopping the mouths 
that were daily open to blame his former 
unreaſonable Severity ; and {o thought 
he might ſafely put his honour under 
the conduct of the Conſcience of 1o de- 
vout a Wife. Yannoza's Parents adver- 
tiled of this good refolution, came to 
viſit and thank Capoleoy for it, and to 
congratulate with their Daughter there- 
upon ; She knew ſo well how to win her 
Mother's affection, who had for her a 
heart truly Maternal, that inſtead of 
being conducted by her, ſhe iron: her 
to accord to all that ſhe deſired. See 


here our /ſraelite under the rod of a Mo- 
thers dire@ion, delivered from the e/#- 
gypt of her Priſon, and the Captiviry of 
her Pharaoh, to go feed upon the Manna 
of ablolution, -and the Word of God, in 
the deſarts of Penitence : But her inten- 

tion 
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tion was to paſs that way into a Land of 
Promiſe that flowed with Milk and Ho- 
Torender her 
Stratagem more Compleat , ſhe clothed 
her ſelf the meanlieſt that was poſlible, 
and promiſed her husband to veil her 
tace {o diligently, that none but a Zyz-x 
his eyes ſhould percetve it ; all which 
he believed as Oracles : Her Mother 
a{tonyſht to ſee her 1n this equipage, be- 
came {orrowtul for her fixing upon 1o 
{tri a devotion, fearing it would end 
1n a deſtruttive Melancholy : Her Maids 
that followed her, fancied that they had 
an inviſible Miſtriſs, and that ſhe rather 
ſeemed a moving ſhadow, than a real ſub- 
ſtance. Capoleozx who according to the 
cuſtome of the Jealous, watch'd her with 
Argus eyes , could eſpy nothing but 
moſt devout and modeſt; and as he loved 
nothing more then the ſight of her when 
ſhe was at home, he now cheriſht the 
thoughts of her, whiPſt ſhe was abroad. 
Thus did ſhe dazzle the Eyes of all Men, 
and was ſo diligent a manager of her 
time, that ina few days ſhe had learnt all 
the TJubilices, the Stations, Fraternities, 
Feaſts and Sermons that were in the 
whole City, and had all the ——_gs by 
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Church to another, and from Monaitery 
to Monaſtery {till at her Mothers heels, 
as if the had ſtill continued an obedient 
young Davghter ; which was a fight 
commended by all the beho! ders: Mean 
while her deſigns were {o ſecret, That 
the moſt Curious Imagination would 
not in the leaſt have ſulpected the ſinal- 
leit part of them, All thought it was 
rhe Mother that conducted the Daugh- 
ter, when indeed it xwas tne Daughter 


came behind, drove her Leader w hither b 
the pleaſed ; ſo deſirous was this good 
Woman of the Spiritual Conlo| lation of 


her beloved Daughter. 


One would have thought.ſhe bad TOne 
with violence and: feryour to the Con- 
queſt of Heaven, when her Enterprizes 


were all tixed upon Earth ; like Eagles, 
woo when they tour aloft in the Air, 


have their thoughts ſtill fix'd below © L 
tall upon the fri prey they can elpy. Her ). 
veil concaaled her from the ſight of 
others, but hindered her not irom the 


fight of divers objects which preſented 


themlelves to her ſight, which above all 


deſired to latiate its | Telt with the fight of 
letmus x 


Lis.Il. Vannoza. 8x 
LAltimmus : This was the Butt of her pre- 
tenſions, her Indulgence and her Jubilee. 
Alas ! She could lee him ſometimes in 
Churches, but he paſſed out as [{wift 
from her ſight as hghtning , or if he 
ſtood long enough tor her to fix her 
Eyes upon him, this was to ſtir up a de- 
vouring flame within her ſelf, of which 
ſhe could not make him feel the leaſt 
{park, not being able to contrive a way 
to make him the leaſt ſign, for beſide 
that, he neither thought of her nor of any 
of her Sex, much leſs could he fix his at- 
tention on a Woman who had her face 
all covered with a veil ; and befides, ſhe 
had thoſe watchful-Eyes about her, who 
look*r but for an opportunity of her mo- 
ving her Vell never io little, to make re- 
port of it to the jealous Ears of him, in 
whom a ſecond Error would be far worle 


than the firtt. 


What troubles frill deſtroy her peace ! 
| How her perplexities encreaſe | 
Her Soul's wrackt with inquietudes, 


And ſorrows which do never ceaſe, 
How plagues aſſault ſinners in multitudes! 


We have ſaid before that lcimms his 
G  -. thoughts 
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thoughts were not alſo ſet upon Vani- | 


ties, but that he had ſome lett for Hea- 
ven, that he frequented the Church 
and Sacraments, and was very punctu- 
al in his Devotions in a neighbouring 
Monaſtery. There was a certain Sunday 
in which an eminent Fraternity of the 
City cauſed a great Procefſion' to be 
made, the ſolemnity and Indulgences of 
which drew a great many people thither 
to be partakers. Our teigned Saint, 
who was very zealous for gaining Par- 
dons. failed not to be there with her 
Mother. Alcimus, whether by his good 
or evil Genius | know not, was drawn 
thither. It was in this occurrence that 
Fannoza invented a ſtratagem as horri- 
ble as the end it was deſigned for was 
wicked. Acimns in order to prepare 


himſelf tor the holy Table, intending 


to examine his Conſcience, and di1- 
charge Þimielt of the faults he ſhould 
find there, went to make his confeſſion 
at the feet of his ordinary Confeſſor, 


who was a Religious Father, and Bro- _ 
ther of this Monaſtery, and who then _ 


diſcharged the Office of Confeſſor in 
that Solemnity : Fannoza whoſe head 
was filled with other deſigns then thoſe 


that 
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that ſeemed to bring her thither, conſi- 
dered attentively all Þhis ations, re- 
marking the place where he went tore- 
ceive the benefit of Abſolution, intend- 
ing, like a crafty venomous Spider,there 
to pitch her net to trap this innocent 
fly : She goes a little while after as if de- 
firous of the like Medicine from the 
ſame holy Phyſician, there accuſing her 
ſelf of ſome little feigned crimes,which 
made her admired by this holy Per- 
lonage, who judging of the Bird by her 
note, thought he had met a ſoul made 
up of purity and perie&tion: Thus did 
ſhe caſt duſt, or rather ieemingiy divine 
T2ys in the eyes of this good man which 
dazled them {ſo far as to take her for 
little leſs then a Saint : andas there is 
nothing of equal conſolation to thole 
that work in God's Vineyard, 1n this 
troubleſome office, which oi Conteſlors 
makes them Martyrs.as to meet amongſt 
the rhoras of a thouſand iniquities, with 
which their ears are daily peſtered, the 
roles of fome beauteous fouls, moiſtned 
with the dew of grace, and which ren- 
der a ſweer favour 1n Feſas Chriſt ; this 
g00d Farher bleſſed God. and all that 
was within him did praiſe his le6ly.nawe, 
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that he had yet reſerved to himſelf in 
the world ſuch holy fouls and faithful 
{ervants, who inſtead of bending the 
Enee to h4aaz/, and worſhipping the 
calves of Bethel, did endeavour to work 
out their lalvation with tear and trem- 
bling. This cratty penitent finding by 
the good man's pious prailes of heaven 
tor the divine graces which hc thought 
lodged 1n her Soul, that her difſembled 
nolineſs was rooted in his belict, having 
humbled her ſelf the beſt ſhe could, with 
the moſt artificial words ſhe could 1n- 
vent, like bladders puft full of wind, 
which bound the higher, the more ior- 
cibly they are thrown againſt the 
ground ; ſo ſhe continuing ſtill a more 
zealous diſcourie, and painting her felt 
with the colours of a Woman, moſt 
deſirous to pleaſe God, and preſerve 
her honour, ſent out a flood of Croco- 
dile-tears, mixt with a figh which 
ſeemed to proceed from the bottom of 
her breaſt, which were followed with 
thele following words : 

Alis ! Father, (aid ſhe, may 7 without 
offending God, diſcover to you Faq of the 
zmperfections of my Neighbour ; God 
knows that it is for no ill will T bear him, 


for 
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for 7 deſire him as much happineſs as my 
ſelf ; it is only for the avoiding a grand 
diſaſtre which hangs over his head, and 
which threatens no leſs then the loſs 
of his life, and the ruine of my ho- 
Our. 

Daughter , ( a»/wered the Confeſſor ) 
you are not 1gnorant of the ſeal of Con- 
teſſion, the lame thing you think in 
your mind, you may as fately reveal 
here, for whatſoever 1s buried in the 
ears of Confeſſors, does never come to a 
reſurrection, Nor can I imagine you 
can think me ſo 1gnorant of the grand 
importance of thcſe holy ſecrets, which 
cannot be revealed without my lofing 
both life and honour ;, nor ſo wicked 
as to outrage my conſcience {o infinite- 
ly by ſo unworthy an action, upon 
which accounts you may aſſuredly con- 
fide in my fidelity , and freely commit 
this ſecret to my truſt, not diftruſting 
the faithfulneſs to which all Laws both 
Divine and Humane oblige me : I am to 
the Soul what the Midwife 1s to the Bo- 
dy, aiding it in the diſcharge of that 
Kgight, which preſſeth it down with an 
!nlupportable burthen : It belongs on- 
1ly to you to judge in what my iaterpo- 
G 3 {ition 
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{ition may be ſerviceable to your con». *' 
folation, and fear not but you have 
met in me a true Paternal afftetti- 
ON, 0 
Thus ſpoke this good old Father, - 
whole Dove-like innocency well ſuited 
his name, which was Siplicins, com- 


forting a ſoul whom he thought to have _ 
oreat need of his aſſiſtance : Finally , '- 
this crafty female having thus by her 
artifices prepoſlett his {pirit, ſpoke with | 


a great earneſtnels to give the bet- 
ter colour to her diſhmulation, as fol- 
lowcth : J 
Holy Father, it is not my aiſiruſt of _ 
yorr ſufficiency , piety or fidelity, which _ 
cauſes me to ſpeak theſe words, which 7 © 
would more willingly have buried in a pro- . 
found ſilence, the cauſe of it is the violence 
1 mſi aoto my ſelf to reveal the inconſi.- 
deration and mpruaence (7 had almoſt ſaid 
the impudence)) of another: Notwith- 
ftauding which 7 will diſcover it, fince you y 
ajjure me there is no evil in laying open © 
another's faults , provided it be not out of 
mnalice,or an intention to defame him: And 
moreover neceſſity conſtrains me to it, a ne- 
ceſſity exempt from rules and laws of Ceremo- 


Py 
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I Though, Father, you are dead to the 
.' Morld, andhave few Concerns in Secular 
' Companies and Converſations, yet do ſo much 
of them come under your knowledg,by the pra- 
(tice of your Office, that you cannot but have 
heard of the name of Alcimus, which h.s 
ſo much advantage in fame above thoſe of 
other Gentlemen of this City; and that you 
may the better remarque him, 7 am in{orn- 
ed that he lives not Fu from your MMonafte- 
ſtery, and to point him out plainly with my 
finger, it t the young Gentleman, who came 
mot long before me, to diſcharge (alas! 7 
know z#0t, whether as he onght ) his Conſci- 
ence before yor. | 
Hereupon S/wplicizs told her, That he 
had not more particular knowledge of, 
nor intimate acquaintance with any one 
in the City than with him ; that he was 
a great Benefactor to their Convent ; 
that he was one of the faire(c, moſt ju- 
dicious and pious Souls that ever came 
under his acquaintance, nor did he ever 
know one of his Age more virtuous. 
Ah! Father, {aid this falſe Penitenr, 
how eafie it i tolye to men, but how hard to 
deceive God ! ( and in this, like Caiphas, 
ſhe ſpoke truer than ſhe intended.) Surely if 
his wickedneſs could increaſe ſo high as thus 
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t0 impoſe upon you, 7 take his caſe.to be 
zzoft deplorable, and it is impoſſuble but that 
he miſt thereby draw upon himſelf ſome 


grand aiſ: aftre, 


What 15 1t you tell me, Daughter ? 
{aig the am1izea S\mplictus, Can this man 


poſſibly be to like the Swan, as underan 


appearance of innocent whiteneſs,to con» 
ceal the black feet of fo horrid an impie- 
ty, looſely abuſing the Sacraments fora 
Cloak to his wickednels. 

7 come not here, teply'd YVannoza, to 


ſearch into the ſecrets of his Conſcience, but 


only to diſcharge my own, by adviſing hin 
by you, that he break off his ſearch of a 
HVoman, who 5-'ng loyal and faichful to her 
Husband, cannot without breach of both be 
enoyen by him. 

W hat ! ſaid Simplicius, L:cimms covet 
another man's Wite ! O execrable Sacr1- 
ledge ! O mighty God ! where is thy 
Thunder ? Thave long governed the ſp1- 
T1t of tris man, but have never either 
perceived, or heard ſuch a thing of him . 
but truit this to me, and 1t he come not 
iviceme ſpeedily, I willgo ſleek and find 
mm out, and endeavour to waſh his Soul 
with fo ſcouring a Sope, as with God's 
aſfiſtance ſhall lick away this odious ſpot: 
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1 feel zeal enough to dare to attempt, and 


hopeT have influence enough upon him 
to perfect the plucking up 1o pernicious 
a root from his heart: And if you per- 
mit me to remark the particulars to him, 
it will be from you by me, orrather from 
God by us both, that he will obtain the 
ſalvation of his Soul , for it 1s written, 
T hat he that retrieves his Brothers ſoul from 
the path of ruine, tis delivering his Soul 
from death, does at the fame time ſave his 
own : and 1s it not an excellent way of 
working ones own ſalvation in that 
of another, and this properly belongs to 
the Religious, who to Monaſtique Fun- 
&ions do joyn the Prieltly. 

7 do not only allow, but intreat you to do 
ſo, holy Father ( \a1d Yannoza ) for to this 
ſole end have Trevealed it to you ; and that 
youu may ſee with what truth and ſincerity 7 
proceed in this Afﬀair, know that 7am the 
HV ife of Seigneur Capoleon, a Gentleman 
well known in this Town: 7 tell you this, 
becauſe the obſcurity of this place the Veil 7 
have upon my face, and your Religious Order 

hinders me from being otherwiſe known to 
you than by word, 7 am the unhappy Yoman, 
zr whoſe face this raſh inconſiderate young 
man hath fornd that which pleaſeth hin me 
FNAR & 
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than it oweht, or 7 deſire. But there is no 


fire that is not accompanied with ſome ſmoke, 


and he does not only caſt ont ſome ſparks, bat 


ſo viſible a flame, as is known ana taken n0- 


tice off by all the Neighbourhood. Now 
you muſt know, Father, that Jealouſie ( is 
almoſt an inſeparable Companion of old men, 
married to young wives) has ſo poſſeſt my 
Husbands heart , that excepting my walks to 
the Churches & places of Devotion,which yet 
is done in company of my Mother (which 
# the ancient {ady which you ſee here ſo near 
your Confeſſtonal) Tam the reſt of my time 
priſon:r in a remote Apartment of the 
Houſe, which only looks into the Garden, 
where 7 have no other entertainm2nt, but 
that of” Images, Books of Devotion, and 
my ſolitary thoughts ; ſufficiently happy in 
this retreat, in which 7 have the happineſs 
of pleaſing my Fusband,and converſing with 
Goa, if 7 did not fear, that ſo many follies 
which Alcimus commits before all the world, 
#1d particularly in the ſight of my Husband 
Capoleon, miy force him to the extremity 
E laying an ambilſh for him, and take away 

ts life in ſo unprovided a condition, as may 
render the hopes of his Salvation deſperate ; 


for to die in the unchaſte purſiit of another's 


Hite, ts but a crooked way to the eternity of 
Glory . 


—— 
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Glory : 7 have already aiſcovered ſome of 


my Husbands. menaces, and perceiv'd hin 
to plot with his Servants and ſome Bravo's, 
againſt this young Gentleman, which cannot 
be executed without a probability of bringing 
Capoleon zo deſtruction, Alcimus to Hell, 
ana me into the ſlanderous months of detra- 
fers, whoſe throat is an open ſepulchy: : 


where I ſhould ſee my Honour unjuſtly bi 


m— —"—_— _— _ 
. - hy ” 


+ —— wa _ - 
4 _—_ Fd of 4 I w- - » » 
s . o « a 
6 os RT! s 


» 


ried, Fudge then, Father, if 1 have mt 


reaſon to advertiſe you of this miſchif 


which hangs over the head of A\cunus,thit 
he may get into Harbour, to avoid this T em- 


peſt, and ſlip from the ſhot of this bended 


Bowe, and that by ſorſaking ſo unjuſt t 
Paſſion, he may ſave himſelf from ſo emi- 
nent 4 deſtruttion, 

In truth Daughter, zep/y'a Simplict 
us, you-1nclude many vertuous acts 1 
one , for beſides the teſtimony of your 
honeſty, and your inviolable fidelity to 
your Spouſe, you ule a grand and ſig- 
nal prudence, to prevent the many {lan- 
ders which might lucceed ſo pernicious a 
deſign ; and principally you manifeſt ar 
extream charity towards this wretched 
offender, who does juſtly merit to periſh 


- 1In hisiniquity: But we ought ſtill to 


hope well of Divine mercy and a fin- 
| ner's 


5» a 


go Alcimus and Lis ll. 


than it ought, or 7 deſire. But there 1s no 


fire that is not accompanied with ſome ſmoke, 


and he does not only caſt ont ſome ſparks, bat 


ſo viſible a flame, as is known ana taken no- 


tice of by all the Neighbourhood. Now 
you muſt know, Father, that Fealonſie ( is 
almoſt aninſeparable Companion of old men, 
married to young wives) has ſo poſſeſt my 
Husbanas heart , that excepting my walks to 
the Cherches &> places of Devotion, which yet 
ts done in company of my Mother (which 
# the ancient 7 ady which you ſee here [0 near 
your Confeſſional) Tam the veſt of my time 
priſonzr in a remote Apartment of the 
Houſe, which only looks into the Garden, 
where 7 have no other entertainment, but 
that of” Images, Books of Devotion, and 
my ſolitary thoughts ; ſuſficiently happy in 
this retreat, in which 7 have the happineſs 
of pleafins my Husband,and converſing with 
Goa, if 7 did not fear, that ſo many follies 
which Alcimus commits before all the world, 
#14 particularly in the ſight of my Fnsband 
Capoleon, miy force him to the extremity 
of laying an ambuſh for him, and take away 

cs life in ſo unprovided a condition, as may 
render the hopes of his Salvation deſperate ; 


for to die in the unchaſte purſint of another's 


Hite, is but a crooked way to the eternity of 
Glory : 
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Glory : T7 have already diſcovered ſome of 
my Husbands. menaces, and perceiv'd hin 
to plot with his Servants and ſome Bravo's, 
againſt this young Gentleman, which cannot 
be executed without a probability of bringing 
Capoleon zo deſtruition, Alcimus to Hell, 
ana me into the ſlanderous mouths of detra- 
frers, whoſe throat is an open ſepulchr: : 
where 1 ſhould ſee my Honour unjuſtly b- 
ried, Tudgethen, Father, if 1 have mt 
reaſon to advertiſe you of this miſchif 
which hangs over the head of Alcumus,thit 


he may get into Harbour, to avoid this T em- 
peſt, and ſlip from the ſhot of this bended 
Bowe, and that by ſorſaking ſo unjuſt 1 
Paſſion, he may ſave himſelf from ſo emi- 
nent 4 deſtruction, 

In truth Daughter, reply 4 Simplict- 
us, you include many vertuous acts 1h 
one ; for beſides the teſtimony of your 
honeſty, and your inviolable fidelity to 
your Spouſe, you ule a grand and ſig. 
nal prudence, to prevent the many {lan- 
ders which might lucceed {o pernicious a 
deſign ; and principally you manifeſt an 
extream charity towards this wretched 
offender, who does juſtly merit to periſh 
in his iniquity: But we ought till to 

hope well of Divine mercy and a fin- 
| IICT S 
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ners Converſion, above all when the 
iniquity is but in its Infancy , whiles 
the young man 1s yet within the gate, or 
Fairs his 7 abitha within the houſe, 
without attending Zazaras his four days 
corruption, till an inveterate habit have 
rendred him 1ncurab:.. But yet, con- 
ztinued he, may I nor yet be further in- 
fruced (that Imay more clearly carry 
my eli in this aftair) of ſome particulars 


cf the unhappy ſearch of this young in- 


{lent ? I queſtion not but that againſt 
the conitancy of your honeſty, his ſighs 
ind tears are but winds and waves ſpent 
1pon a crock : but how far has his vanity 
Drocecded ? has your Husband yet per- 
ceived-it? or 15 he yet come to open 
words, threats, and bravadoes, or only 
to ſmall ſuſpicions, 

Tthank God, {a1d ſhe, he is not yet com? 
fo the extremities you firſt ſpecified, but he is 
pon the eſſay you laſh mentioned ; for Alci- 
mus his purſiits are ſo evident, that none, 
except blind, but muſt needs remark him : 


for every evening, under pretences of taking 


the Air, and managing hu Horſe (inwhich, 
and in his Attendaace he has an extream 
wanity) he has pickt ont our Street, which is 


fair and ſpacions, for the Theatre of his Ex- 


erciſes 
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erciſes (ſhall 7 ſay) or Follies, and this t0 
endeavonr to draw me to the window, as ma- 
zy other inconſuderate young ones, there to 
ſee my face, from the Tee and coldneſs of 
which towards him, he hath raiſed ſuch a 
flame, as rages with ſo much more puiſſance, 
as it finds in him leſs reſiſtance ; for this 
Paſſion is ſo voluntary an evil, that it tor- 
ments us 0 longer than we pleaſe, and ſo 
n0 longer than we give it the Sovereignty of 
our Hearts. Jn the beginning of theſe paſ- 
ſages, when Thad the liberty to gointo what 
parts of the Honſe 7 pleaſed, 7 became one 
of his beholders, and thereby the innocent 
cauſe of his Paſſion, without giving him 
any ſubjett for it. Capoleon himſelf, who 
took great pleaſure in ſceing himin theſe po- 
ſtures, and who in his time has been a good 
Horſeman, uſcd to bring me to ſee him,but 
ſence his Fealouſie has confin'd me to a quar- 
ter of the Houſe far remote from the ſtreet, 
"tis in vain for Alcimus tomake his paſ- 
ſings to and fro; for 7 am wholly eclipſed 
from his eyes : Bat he is of the number of 
thoſe fooliſh Lovers, who content themſelves 
with the fight of thoſe /Vells, which incloſe 
the Object of their flames ; like Elephants, 
who not daring to ſwim in a water which 
has not depth enough to ſupport them, waſh 


thems 
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themſelves by walking along the edge of a 
River, where they are oft either taken or 
flain: And 1 am ſo afraid, leſt this incon- 


ſtaerate Bird, if it take not heed, be ſhot by 


au Arrow feathered from its own wing, or 
catcht in lime-twigs of its ow pitching , for 
as every man u the Artificer of hu own 
g008, ſo is he of his own bad fortune : 7 hear 
the Winds riſe, the Waves roll, and the 
Tempeſt approach , my Hnsbazd, ts whom 


all things bring cauſe of ſuſpition, yet 


knows that Tam not at all defirous of the fi1ht 
of this Cavalier, and is hugely offended that 
theſe paſſages are a common 7 able-talk a- 
mong ſt the Neighbourhood, among ft whon 
the murmur runs, that he makes all theſe 
turns for a Bird that Capoleon keeps exca- 
gea, meaning me. May it therefore pleaſe 
yote, moſt holy Father, to dothis charitable 
office to him, my Husbaid, and my ſelf. 
to prevent 6 great a miſchief and [cauaal, 
by advertiſing him for the fulnre 10 leawveof 
this unprofitable piir ſrt, which can uelther 
be advantageous nor honoitrable, except be 
deſire to be continually in danver ; Ul per- 


haps at laſt, amoneſt theſe tures and paſſa- 
ges, he may light ox oze, he neither ſonoht 
nor thought of, which us that which leads 
from life to death, 7 being lc olofe ſhut 159 


AF 
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as 7 am, could not have opportunity to give 
him any advice of this 'y any of my Ser- 
wants, leſt they ſhould ſuſpe# betwixt us 
ſome ſecret intelligence, and that my Hus- 
band, who ſets them as ſo many Spies about 
ze, ſhould not have a pretext totreat me 
more rigorouſly; and as Twas juſt going to 
truſt this important Secret to this ancient 
Lady you ſee here, (who though my Mo- 
ther, is ſtill a woman, and my own frailty 
tells me, how bad a repoſitory our Sex 1s 
for ſuch privacies ) God inſpired me juſt 
upon that inſtant to come to your holy Fa- 
therhood, having ſeen him part from you ; 
fo that for the future, 7 ſhall rely upon your 
prudence and charity, to give a remedy to 
theſe threatning Misfortunes, 

Daughter ( reply'd the good Father S1m- 
plicius) fince you not only permit, but 
enjoyn me to open my mouth upon this 
Subject, for the good and ſafety of ſo 
many Souls, I ſhall willingly obey you 
in {o juſt an occaſion, which concerns 
the Glory and Service or God, whom I 
ſerve, therefore rely upon me, and I will 
x acl my utmoſt diligence to cut the 
thread of his folly ; be you only con- 
ſtant, devout , and faithful, and take 
this Maxime from me. That the beſt and 


great* 
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greateſt Policy and Invention, 1s to keep 
a good Conlcience, and to walk upright- 
ly before God ; have a good courage and 
confidence in the Divine Bounty, and 
fear not but truth and purity will be 
your Sate-guard. Whereupon having gt- 
ven her his bleſſing , he dilmiſ(s'd her un 
+, - - ll EE; | 

Imagine with your ſelt, whether this 
ſubtie woman might not well be com- 
pared to a Rower that turns his Bark to 
the Port he aims at ; whether to all out- 
ward appearance, her diſcarding of -//- 
cimus, were not the ruine of her De- 


ſign. But infinite are the Inventions of 


the heart, when it is infected with the 
Poylon of the old Serpent, who was a 
Murtherer from the beginning, and by 
whom Sin entrea into the Worid, with 
Death tor its attendant, None make up 
directly and openly to Iniquity, there 
muſt be always ſome Colour or Leaves 
tohide it, or elie i would appear too 
openly ; it has alwaysa ſpecious out-{ide, 
and though the in-ſide oi rhe Coin be 
plain brais, 1t will be ture to be hand- 
fſomly plated over. Yannozabeing part- 
ed from Father Simplicins, told her Mo- 
ther, that ſhe had found fo much edih- 
| cation 
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cation in his Remonſtrances; and ſuch 
profit 1n his Inſtruttions, that for the fy- 
ture he ſhould be her only Confeſſor , 
which pleaſed herMother verymuch,deſi- 
ring nothing more than the contentment 
of her Daughter, who in thole words 
only ſowed the Seed of a ſpeedy return, 
to know whether that Match which ſhe 
had lighted, had given fire to the Train 
of her wicked Intentions. Mean while, 
the good Religious Father , hurried on 
by his zeal, without attending lc:mms 


' his coming, whoſe loſs he apprehended, 


went to viſit hima.in his houſe, as he did 
at other times before, as well 1n quality 
of a Neighbour, as to cultivate the be- 


; nevolence of {vo good a Benefactor to the 


Fraternity, and to mix a little prudence 


_ with his plainnels, knowing by common 


Opinion as well as Exyerience, that all 


the words of women are not Oracles : he 


made private 1nquiries if 1t were true 
that this Gentleman went lo in the eve: 


' ning, pranciag through the ſtreet where 


Capoleon's houle was ; which he found 


. to bevery true ; and which was more 


, 


 (asevery thing gives cauſe of fulpition 


: in thisjealous Nation) that he was muck 


ipoken of for his gallantry and brave Be- 
H Raviour; 
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haviour. Hence the good man conſjectu- 
red, that Yannozas report was but too 
true. Therefore being with Alm, 


afrer many Diſcourſes and ordinary l 
Eatertainments, he tell, as if by acct- _ 
den., 11pon the Di courſe of Serenades p 
and Gallaniries in the Streets, which :. 

t>1s young Gentleman ingenuouſly ac- 3 
knowledgzd, and wichal told him, That | 
to avoid the eyes of ſo many infamous 
Corr 1zans as throng'd the Windows to *' 
behoid him, he ſhunned as diligently as '_ 
Was poſſible the places affected with that E 

ezurſed Race , for that end paſſing 


through the more remote and leſs fre- 


qt zented ones , contefſing turther, the - 
pleaſure he toc kin this exerciſe,in which Þ 
he drew the Opinions of all Beholders to . * 


reckon him forexcellent. 
But Father, {id he, ao you aiſapprove 
of it as | af ul * ? or can this kind of vain- 


glory, (for that is the worſt title it can me-. 
rit) amount to a heinous offence? For tobe . 


admired, is a thing very ordinary amongſt + 


Lcadem:es , which pleaſing applauſe does 


undenizbly tickl2 the heart through the 
ar, | 
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ſeen, taken notice of, praiſed,eſteemed and! 
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Then Simp!licins thinking he had 
brought Aims to the point defired, 
begun preſently to tell him, * That 
« this paſſing through the ſtreets, whe- 
«ther on foot or horleback , was 1n 
* 1t ſelf a thing indifferent , but rhat in- 
« ditterent actions took the tintture ei- 
* ther of good orevil form the deſigns 
* and determinations which were 
<« jntermixt with them. tor there 15 no- 
*rhing ſo good but may be corrupted 
« by a malignant ſpirit, and from which, 
«like a {pider, it may not {tuck poilon. 
*Nor any thing fo evil from which 
* a well-diſpoſed ipirit miy not draw 
© ſome advantage, That teaits, ban- 
*<quets, aflemblies, dancing , honeſt 
*plays and recrcations, habits.and ſuch 
<lijke, were of this nature, and were 
* neither to be praiſed or condemned,but 
© according to theulage or abuſe,the mo- 
* dzration or exceis of thole that uſe 
« them : But that humane nature and 
* inclinations were {o inclined and bent 
* towaras the vanities of youth, that as 
«1f our very touch were intectious, we 
*are art to corrupt the very beſt things 
* by handling, much more indifterent 
* 02s. So wine and meats, which are 
"Hb « given 
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211vca £0 ſuſtain the body , ſerve for 
6146 - the 


tj 5 Of Uuintinels to one, drunken- 
1/3 10 anocher, and oluttony to O- 
- FACrs,. and amonglt alſemblics co bind 


<& the amaity Or the © company, and con- 
© fp 


arm their ir1cndhip, which conlerve 
{rhe unto" 0f all Societies: Many others 
*are ka by irregular attections, from 

- whence arile e 1nany icandalous actions: 


oh «Ang further, that thelc paſſings and 
* repa aſſings through the ltrects with {0 


"UN attendance, vel pomp, fplerdor 
© and {Umptuoul lacs could not well be 
< yoid, not only of excels, but of many 
« dangers ot taking or being caught, the 
* v/orid 15 every Way fo iult of [nares: 
* For * as the Peacocks 1 In ictting up their 
* PLames. do thereby excite the females 
* to pleaiure, fo men when they make 
< {o ſpitendid an APPEATANCC, Are the 
* cauic of many conſiderable Womens 
k - hong In V anton ti hougnts or un- 
«chaite deſires: and what do you think 
& (coutinaed he) men are apt to ſay when 
" they ice 2 young Gallant, handlom , 
& ray 7e, Well habired. and advantage- 
© ouſly mounted, making turns and Te- 
© turns nA fireet, but that he has either 
< love or Gefign upon lome object there; 
| whence 
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2D | whence proceed MUTIMUT2s , curious 

* inquiries, hard ſpeeches and ſcandal, : 
« And 1f the object be untawiuti to Le 
* delired, then M Woman 1> PEr.coun 

**ted with | infamy, the kusband rackt 
* with jealouſie, till he br: a V1t NO» 

* Ehing but fury and revnge . for Row 

* can he otherwiſe contain himlll, who 
<« jees his wite courted bciore his iace, 

*anq himſclt thereby ſubjects wo the 
* reproaches of the worla , and iaugh- 
*rer of the people: From th:s Nureo 
* ſpring great and dangerous c.0it2:; 
*< which 1 it 1s more ealie £o avoid t 

* remedy, when arrived. 

And atterwards taking hi- 

tunity he proceeded thus, 

« {t is mot without Nev ET 

* Sergnenr Alcimus, that 7 mics * Jo: 4 this 
6 * diſcourſe for / have from yg 92094 115155 Ye- 

«© ceived a bad report of you, T Che 3? 
« you { conls niver have thoeaht or Bolic 
« wea, that a ſou! {0 Jermag; y fair « iS JO. 
© would { by the Cifte 193; / of drceiving FR77, 
* paſs /o unworthy to fl Te op Rgero 5 OFZE %7 
why offe AAIn7 CG 9: 4: bris ts. ENCO E BOY T0917 4 2, 


, ts 


C 
& for no0ne Can mock God min umpunity, i 


© he withold his 7 VEHTCANGE, it is bit to 78- 


<« double bis ftrote. © 7 ſhould be « traits, 
H 3 #02 
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ot only to the obligatioas 7 have to your 
* amity and to the dilizent care 1 ought 
to hate of pour f ety and f[alvation,and 
' y 0772, bit alſo to the Maſter whom 1 
* /e7 we, if 7 my 201 advertiſe and admo- 
\ if yo of your aanper of both temporal 
* and eternal d, ſlrnition the ſword of di- 
Miele wenpeaice hanzs over your head , 
a like that of Damocles, but 1n 4 ſien- 
Rr thread : Both God aud Man have 
« bent their bows, and made ready both ar- 
70 vs of fire Ry aeath againſt you, ex- 
© cept you avoid the blow by repentance, 
"= arm your felf by a pow penttence : 
all things conſpire againſt you whileſt you 
* continue in Jour 1 ichedneſs , unleſs you 
* tiara from your evil way, 7 cannot ſay 
* within forty dijs which was the ſpace 
* rat Jonas allotted Niniveh, but w {bin 
* x far jouorter term: Think no longer t0 
; inpoſe upon me by feigned confellf ORs , 
* for God will one 4. ay lay open your aillt- 
Cnrlations and my intentions , when he 
© fnall diſcover what ts hidden in the heart, 
* ara jhall open the ſecrets of dark- 
- eſs. 
If ever man were {urprized or aſto- 
niſh'd, it was flcimus, who ſeeing his 


INNOCence burthened with a Erime 


which 
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which the other did not name, nor he 
imagine, d1d at once changes colour an 
hundred times; and thele alcerations, 
cauled by his ſincerity and ingenuity, 
were by Simplicues , who i{tedraitly re- 
garded him, taken for the ettects of guilt, 
and remorſe of Conſcience ; and there- 
tore ſaid, 7 ake Conrage , Seignenr Aici- 
mus, a/l will be well, that skarict of your 
bluſhes does elevate my hopes, and makes 
me attend your ingenuom and free Conſeſ 


fron. Alcimus, who felt his Conſcience 


clogged with nothing but the deteinure 
of his Church-Reyenues, of which we 
have amply treated in the beginning of 
this Narrative, did like thole that are 
itrack, preſently lay his hand on the 
bruiſed ſpot, where he felt the pain. 
And after calling to mind how he had 
often conferred about this Aftair with 
this 20d Father, who had found him 
certain Expedients, if not to remoye 
the ſting from his Conſcience , yer. at 
leaſt tolay rhe pain aſleep, till he hid 
found an Expedient to a{lure tieie Bene- 
fices to his Family. 

*« My good Father ( ſaid he) as among't 
© the Bees, ſhe that makes the Honey 
© ſtings moſt ſeverely , fo now this 51 

H Fa P {3ulT 
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*ſault is the more inſupportable from 
<thit mouth which hath hitherto aiſt1]- 
*<led unto me nothing but ſweets and 
<« Contolations ; God 15 my witneſs,that 
"IN wve never concealed any thing from 
«pou, at the Tribunal where accuſing 
«© ones {elf 15 the beſt excuſe ; and it you 
*have not known any tlung of me there, 
«jr mult be becauſe Iam ignorant of it 
«my telf. Ir 1strue, dare not reckon 
*my felt for an cxtraordinary good 
©man, for if I ſhould juilifie my tcl, 
*© my own mouth would condemn me - 
«andif I have offended God, and ſinned 
*againſt him, it 1s, that he may be ju- 
< ſtitied 1n his ſay! ing, and whar he judg- 
«eth: I confeſs, Iwas born in iniquity, 
<and in fin did my Mother conceive 
*©me ; but yer I have ever loved the 
* truth, by and through which 1 have 
& acculed my ſelf of the moſt hidden 
* jaults Icould remarque, and without 
* fraud or mincing, lhave freely dilco- 
« yer'd my ſecrets to you ; but if God 
< have by jome extraordinary means re- 
« vealed any to vou, that have flipt out 
* of my ren nembrance, tell it me, and 
* reprove me 1n the ſpirit of meckne 
$ < and geuclenels s, and I am rcady to a- 
< mend 
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© mend it; for levery day heartily be- 
« j{eects God ( with the Royal Prophet) 
© tg elIe<nic me. om my ſecret faults, and 
* 10:71 thoie {ins which I may be guilcy 
* of, by the particivation of tho.c of o- 
*thers. Ar th: prejent, I can boldly 
* jay, that noching les heavy on my 
©<hcart, &£.: the exyoyment of theſe 
* Churci Þenetices, without intention 


& of being, 1 Church-man ; but they be- | 


*ing of that nature, that they w.y be 
< potleiicd by a Secular perion, and I be- 
<ing unmarried. and not able t- quit 
* them abſolutely , withont v7c:tch oft 
«that reſpe&t whichTowero my P**- :i's, 
«*] think { hold them by no hh: 6 154:5:T 
* Title; add to this the many conl-. --1- 
« onsI have received from you, v:-.: I 
<Chave revealed to you the cau'es of my 
© Seruples ; and yet I am ready at the 
© diſpoſition of thoſe from whom I hold 
% what have, to Go any thing that ſhall 
« bc adjuidged ntting by any ſober and 
** grave Perſons. 

Stmplicins thinking that Alcimus 
would dextroutly thus have warded the 
blow, and changed his purpoic, toavoid 
5niwering to that which he thought he 
had plainly enough propoſed. 
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Io, no, {aid he, Sezgnenur Alcumus, you 
wuſt not thus think to eſcape me, [ have 
fig-leaves in my hands to prevent the glt- 
dings of the Snake ; T ſhould be very in- 
diſcreet to ſpeak in this extravagant man- 
ner of that which we have ſo often diſcourſed 


. of before, and which puts me t0 as mich 


trouble as your ſe'f, ſince the Confeſſor and 
Penitent are voin jaſtened with the ſame 

Chain , there is another far different My- 
ftery, a Myſtery of {niquity which you have 
zot yet diſcovered, and which is come to my 
knowledge by a nay which you would ſcarce 
ever divine, and aſſure your ſelf it will be 
79 your good to make a right uſe of my Re- 
r0n/trance, and to the diſcharge of my Soul 
rf you reject it : what 7 ſay may ſerve you 
for correition, if you take it as you ouzht, 
and for advertiſem?nt, though you have no 
deſire to profil by it : Now you muſt know, 
there is a orand difference, betwixt the Laws 
poſitive and common, and thoſe that are Di- 
wins; for as men hwe made the Z.aws po- 
firive ſo may they diſpenſe with them ; but 


for Divine Ordinances, they are indiſpen- 


ſable, and whoever ſeeks excuſes to palliate 
iniquity, doubles the Crime, and is doubly 
culpable. For Example, as to the uſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical goods, the Holy Father, who 
: oF 
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is Supreme ana Sovereign Diſpoſer of them, 
may favour thoſe with thews, whom he Jadges 


fit a;2d deſerving . but there is 0 earthly 


Authority that can diſpenſe with theſe Dz- 
vine Commandments, Thou ſhalt not kill: 
Thou ſhz:lt not ſteal : Thou ſhal- not com- 
mit adultery. 

This the good man ſpake confried'y, 
that he might not ſuddenly rouch the 
fore of him, whom he thought wounu- 
ed. To this -{/camws reply d : 

< Father, Ir I were as 1anocent upon 
© the Hypotheſes, which you have made 
© touching the poſitive Right, as upon 
© the three 1.jt A cticles of the Divine, 
* which you mentioned, my Soul would 
© enjoy a profound peace, and I {hould 
© have but little cautle to douwne of Dt- 
© vine Grace : For, as for Murthe.r, my 
© hands are very clear from blood, and I 
c defire not the death of any man. As 
© for other Men's Goods, I amo far from 
having my hanas tullied with them, or 
* my defires therewith touched , that 
*thoſe which T already poſſeſs, lie ſome- 
© fomewhar too keavy on me. And as for 
© the Wite of another, God preſerve me 
© from deſiring her, ſince I never caſt my 
*eyes upon any lawful Subjet, which I 

would 


would be willing totake to my ſelf; 
<and this is the only point of ditterence 
© that ever happens betwixt me and my 
© Parents, who deſire nothing ſo much as 
©to ſee me married ; nor 1s there any 
* thing I fly from more, being more de- 
© firous of the benefit of the Field, than 
*the confinement of the Cage: And my 
© Soul being thus eſtranged, even from 
© honeſt and lawtul afte&tions, what is it 
* from unjuſt and unlawtul ones ? For, 
© beſides my averſion irom all Women in 
* general, Ihavea particular abhorrency 
© againſt the worſer fort of them ; and as 
*for thoſe that are engaged in Marriage, 
<T cannot have the confidence lo much as 
*tolook on them, for fear, not only of 
© the ſecret adultery of a wanton look, 
* but of violating fo holy a Sacrament, 
* which 1s the moſt Sacred Bond of Hu- 


 ©mane Society. 


' O Adam, where art thou ? cryed Sim- 
plicizs (thinking that theſe fair words 
were only deſigned as a Looking-Glaſs 
moved againſt the Sun, to caſt the Rayes 
in his eyes) Phat Seiznreur Alcimus, 
think you thus 10 lead anold Man by the 
Noſe, who though he may come ſhort of you 
in quick wit andfancy, is as much beyond 

3018 
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you in Experience? Once more, Where arf 
thou Adam ? Do you think thus to hide your 
nakedaefs from my ſight with Hig-leaves ? 
T may juſtly threaten you, if you perſevere 
in this courſe, 10 ſhew your imupiety to the 
people, and caſt your ſhame in your own face : 
conceal not your ſelf ſo vainly therefore, 
O 7nfant of my Soul ; Prevaricator of the 
Laws of God : Look back into your own 
heart, and retake your former Virtue, fall 
again to your former good Works, and by 
a ſound Repentance, regain your loſt Robe 
of {nnocence : Return, O Shunamite re- 
turn, Come back thou Prodigal to thy Fa- 
thers houſe, whilſt his arms are yet open to 
receive thee, and the acceptable day of Sal- 
vation ts yet in the dawning : O fly and meet 
the beauteons Orient of the Sun of Mercy, 
which if” once aeclined, can never be re- 

ained; and then it will betoo lateto taſl 
off the works of darkneſs, when the whole 
Armour of Light is got beyona your 
reach, 

Alcimus more aſtonitht then before, 
knew not what to anſwer to this du- 
courle fo full of obſcurity, the words 
of which were as ſo many Xnigma's. 
*< Good Father ( zeplyd he) iſpexk more 
* plainly that I may underſtand and an- 
*iWeT 


£ſwer you, for how long will you hold 
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*me in {uſpence? tell me but my ot- 
fence ana Lamready for the chaſtiſe- 
* ment; and may all the arrows of hea- 
*vens vengcance make a butt of my 
*head, it I know my ſelf guilty of 
*more then I have already conteſt to 
you: Have I committed murther , 
*theft, or adultery ? I peak not of ci 
*ther of the two fir{t ('replyea Simplict- 
cus ) nor of the cfies of the third, but 
*who knows not that as12 good deeds 
© God accepts the will for the decd, fo 
*evils but defigncd by a determined rc- 
c{olution, are as much as cxecuted be- 
*fore him, ſince we have to do with 2 
© God who icarcherh the hearts and try- 
*eth the reins , beforc whom all things 
*are open, and nothing hid, who ſeerh 
*our thoughts atar off, and underſtand- 
*cth our defigns before they be diſclo- 
© ſed: he will not hold him innocent, who 
* performs nor an evil 1t he have but 
© once defigned 1t, for his own mouth 
* hath declared, that he who looks up- 
*on his neighbour's wite with a luftful 
* eye, hath committed Aduitery with her 
Fin his heart already : And to what 
*ferve all your ſerenades, your pran- 
*CLNgS, 
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*cings, Carteers, turns and returns {it 
" being the property of evil to have a 
*circular motion) your amorous looks 
*and glances, and other ſuch like acti- 
* ons which are daily remarkable in your 
* deportment , the eye of the world 
*which you think bleared, is far more 
* piercing then you imagine; yet we 
*have it from good authority how mali- 
© cious it 1s withall ; 


6... Minna, 


Our ſinful Parents aid us breed, 

Fe them in wickedneſs exceed ; 

Our children will more Fices love, 

And theirs will worſe the Fipers 
prove : 


Thus Aoes change, thus the 7Yorld worſe 
aves grow, 
Ti he that made both, both aoth over- 
throw, 


©The world has as much advantage of 
you 1n craft as age: It is hard for you, 
* though never ſo lubtle , to charm the 
« ſight of this many-eyed rgws: It the 
* malicious oft ſee (by falſe conjectures 
© the things thit are not , how much 
- More eaſily will they ſee viſible, yea 
* palpable 


C 
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©D:lpable ones: believe me, your fire 
cannot bura without ſome {moke, and 
* who can keep a fire in his breaſt, and 
© conceal all the ſparks from the fight of 
© the world; $2» many corvets and gal- 
©<lantries are not mide without fome_ 
© defign, fome unhoppy one, which per- 
haps, unleſs you take heed of your 
*felf, will invelope you in grand dil- 
*aſters, and though your achigns may 
*be built up to their full periection, 
«will at laſt intomb you 1n your own 
© ruines. I ipeak this without any other 
©1ntereſt then the defire of your good, 
*and fear of your misfortune ; I ſhould 
© not love, you if I ſhould difſemble that | 
* which would beſo prejudicial toyou 3 {| 
{friendſhip and flattery are two diſtinct |} 
©things, too remote to be comprehendecd 
© in the circumference of one breait : Ft- 
©nally, return unto your iclt, and turn 
from what 1s bad, ceale from whar 1s 
© evil, and practice what 15 good : God 
© has given you too good talents both 
*of wit and body, to be miſerably 1- | 
*ployed, as upon the ſearch of what is _ 
forbidden by the giver, and the poile!- 
*fion of which cannot be but pernicious 
*to you. Pardon me it by this touch of 
1 L: my | 
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*my lancet, I have opened the impoſt- 
© hume, which might elſe prove mortal, 
<1n reſpect not only of a temporal life, 
* but allo of an eternal one, -d take 
"theſe remonſtrances of comuig origt- 
* nally from a heart v. hich makes its 
* own fſatety a partaker in yours. 

This oblique way of [RAR ING plunged 
Alcymus 1n 4 greater trouble then be- 
tore , and not able todivine who it was 
that had given him ſo charitabie an ad- 
monition by the means of this good Fa- 
ther, whom he greatly honoured and 
elteemed, as a faithful ſervant to God, 
as well as a friend to him, he begun to 
call heaven and earth to 1s party, and 
firmly to defend his own 1nnocence;but 
the more he ſtrove to perlwade 5/m- 
plicins that the report he had heard was 
talſe, the more did he believe 1t true : 
which brought him to ſuch protound 
oaths and iniprecations, as the ears of 
this Religious Father could not endure, 
they. approached ſo near { as he 
thought) to blaſphemy , upon which 
he ſaid, | 

©And think you, cms, that adul- 
* tery is a crime to be purged by oaths, 
* or that the crime of perjury {as two 

[ © pellets, 
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* pellets) can drive away and clear you 
* of that of Sacriledge ? it this were ad- 


© mitted, the moſt wicked villains would 


* ſoon be diſcharged of their crimes, 
* and the acculed would quickly be ler 


© free: But I ſee how the caſe ſtands, 


" and that you who have not had con- 
*fdence in me in a ſacred Tribunal , 
* where my life 1s bound up with my fi- 
* delity, will be much further from re- 
*vealing your ſecrets to menow,, when 
* weare butupon the terms of ordinary 
* diicourle ; remember only this, That 
* 1t 15 as eaſie to beguile man, as impol- 
* ſible to deceive God , and he who 


© ſtrives to do either, does fool himſelf 


*1n the firſt place, and then, as the 
*wile man faith, ho will not deride the 
© charmer that is bitten by bis own Ser- 
pert ? 


© Father, /replyed Alcimus) I know 


* you ſpeak all this but to eſſay the pa- 
*ttence of your Penitent, and I wiſh 


* that heaven may never pardon it , but 
©contrarily invent ſome unheard of pu- 
*niſhment for me, ſhowring down all 
*1ts Anathema's upon my head, ifT have 
* knowingly concealed any thing from 


*you, which I thought my ſelf bound in 
* CON- 
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* conſcience to diſcover, or the concea[l- 
* ment of which might in the leaſt ren- 
*der me culpable ; God preſerve me 
*from {ſo double, deceitful and facrile- 
*g10us a thought, and I do ſolemnly 
* aſſure you, by whatever is moſt ſacred 
<©1n earth or heaven, thatl have no de- 
ſign upon any Woman whatſoever, 
*much leſs upon the Wife of another 
*man. All that I can fay is, that this 
* muſt either be jealouſie , which often 
* ſees that which is not, or calumany, 
© that has contrived this accuſation a- 
| _ me, and with which I ſee your 
© {pirit fo prepoſleſt, that unlels it pleaſe 
* God tointerpole his hand, I know not 
how you will ever be difabuſed : T 
© know the reſpect I owe to your cha- 
©racter, and how much I am obliged 
*to the wholſome remonſtrances that 
©proceed from your Fatherhood, and 
© whatever you ſhall pleaſe to layor do 
*to me, ſhall find a ready oblervance 
* from me, knowing what aſcendant 
© both our ſpiritual and temporal Fa- 
© thers ought to have over us: I ſhall 
© only patiently attend, till time (which 
<is the Father of Truth ) bring forth 
<]ight out of darkneſs, and witneſs my 

I 2 * {incerity 
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 {incerity and integrity to the world, 1 
'confels my {elf a grievous {inner before 
* God, but not to be ranged amongſt A- 
* dultererers , Lyars, and Sacrilegious : 

*and if ever you have thought me wor- 
' thy cither of your belief or triendſhip, 

*you will clear your felt of this Opi- 
* N1ON, 

Simplicius, who believed that this fair 
Language reſembled thoje delicate Vi- 
ands, which turn either into exquiſite 
nouriſhment , or extreme putrelaction, 
thinking that this young man. ſo tallen 
into, and ftrengthned in 1niquity, that 
It was impoſſible to draw him to an ac- 
knowledgment of 1t , having briefly 
declared to him the deſperate condition 
(as he thought) his Soul ſtood 1n, and 
that he was upon the brink of deſtru- 
Ction, deſired him for the future topro- 
vide himſelf of another Guide to accom- 
pany him 1n fo porilicws a Voyage ; for 
him, he was reſolved tolave himſelf, and 
loquitted himſelf of his Office : After 
having given him this charitable ad- 
vice, That if he left not his former Cour- 
ſes and G allantries,accompanied with his 
tooevident (ollicitations ofa Lady of Ho- 


nour and Quality, he would End wat 
lelf 
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ſelf into the Grave , when he thought 
himſelf furtheſt from it ; not 1n the 
midi{t, but even upon the point of 
his beſt days, by an accident, as 


- miſerable as unſuſpe&ed : And there- 


upon leit him, without {uttering c7- 
21s his inſtant entreaties to extract 


from him a more particular declara- 


tion. This Gentleman remained in no 
little confuſion of thoughts ; for though 
tear (the ordinary tormentor of the gu1l- 
ty) changed not his courage, yet the 
apprehenſions of death (fo natural to 
all men) and that too of a ſuddain and 
unprovided one, did nearly touch his 
ſpirit joining to this his juit curioſity, 
to know who could thus have ſeaſoned 
the belief of this good Father, with fo 


falſe a calumny : he paſſed all the night 


without cloſing his eyes, and in ſtrange 
interior convulſions, agitated with a 
continual remorſe that he had not yet 
abandoned the Church-revenues,which 
he detained and ſpent {o unjuſtly, 
© Perhaps { ſaid he within himſelf } this 
* imaginary adultery which I never 
*thought of, ſerves for a colour to 
* that true one which I daily commit ; 
© adulterating, that 1s to lay, — 
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applying to profane uſes and 
© ornaments, what ought only to be 1m- 


©ployed in pious and holy functions: | 


© The height of riches and wiſdom of 
©God is extream, his Judgments 1n- 
* comprehenſible, and his ways inſcru- 
© table : How many malefactors haye we 
* ſeen dragged to puniſhment for crimes 
© which they never ated, and yet had 
© other-ways merited death, for more 
© black and wicked Villanies, which had 
© been hid, till revealed by their own dil- 
© covery ; Sure Gods juſt, and his Judg- 
* ment 15 right, and he knows both how 
*and why he puntſheth. 


HFho can the Sun of darkneſs blame, 
Or who Staſ God complaints can frame? 
Or ſay 115 Judgments are n0t right, 


FVho's of Juſtice made np as t'other is of 


lizht, 


The Sun had ſcarce reſtored his face 
all crowned with Rayes, to our Horizon, 
when Z{cimm, who had never cloſed his 
eye-lids, but tormented with divers fan- 
cies, leapt from his bed, whoſe Feathers 
were more pungent than ſo many 

: Thorns g 
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*the goods of the Spouſe of the Son of | 
<God , 


” 
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Thorns , not able to find reſt till he had 
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reduced his Soul to its Centre, that isto 
God, who 1s it's true place, and his 
Grace, the Tabernacle ot the God of 
Facob , he went ſtreight-away to Father 
Splice, to be cleared of all theſe Xnig- 
ma's, which had overwhelmed him with 
lo many inquietudes : Smplicizs ſuffered 
himſelf to be long prels'd, and intreated 
before he would grant him audience ; 
but the double force of obedience and 
condeſcention, render'd exorable the cha- 
rity which animated him, Alcimm ha- 
ving declared to him the torment in 
which he had left him, and the inquie- 
tudes which had robb'd bim of that 
nights ſleep. 

7 queſtion is not (reply'd Simplicis) for 
a bad Conſcience is an executioner to him that 
has not | loſt the ſence of his Crime. /# 
is a good ſign when one awakes from a lethay- 
gick ſlumber ; this gives ſome appearance of 
recovery; but when one continues ſiceping 
in the Regions of the ſhadow of death, tis 
a fign that the enemy of our Satvaticnpre- 
wuatls againſt Grace, God be praifed, who 
by the healins Zye-falve of my Remon- 
ſtrance, hath reſtored you your fight, axd 

I 4 made 
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made you ſee the deplorable and aangerons 
ſtate in which you before aid ſleep ſo ſnpine- 


ly. Be of good courage, you ſhall not die but 
live, to ſing eternally the marvellous opera- 
tions of divine Mercy, = 

* My dear Father (reply'd Alcimus) Tam 
* now blinder than ever, and more 1gno- 
frant, of what ( as I am your ſpiritual 
* Son) I ſuppie you ought to tell me 
* more plainly ; 'caule thatImay lee, (as 
*the blind man ſaid to our Saviour ) for 
*certainly however 1t be , you ought 
* more plainly to lay open to me the par- 
* ticulars of this report, that if it be true, 
©Imay ſay as David did to Nathan, 7 
* have ſinned ; or it it be otherwiſe, with 
* Foſeph falſely acciiſed, and unjuſtly im- 
* prifoned, Iam innocent of what 1s laid 
"to My CRarge. 

Seigmeny Alcimus (laid Srpiicins ) pray 


ſpeak no more of your tunocence, being ſo 


notoriouſly convinced . otherwiſe you will 
wake me believe you are one of thoſe whons 
Solomon ſpeaks of, who think themſelves 
clean and pure, and yet are filled with filth 


£8 iniquity. If the Infant but one day old 


F« wot exempt from fin (as the Scripture tells 


ws) one of your age, accompliſhments, aud 


liber- 
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liberty.that is free and diſc intangled from all 
' ſorts of love both lawful aud unlawful, may 
well be accounted 


A Bird as rare, 
As black Swans are. 


But think not to feed me now as yeſleraay you 
aid with aery words, for 7 have more ſert- 
ous affairs to look after, and which do more 
juſtly merit the time which we imploy here in 
cajolleries and vain conteſtations : 7 have 
have ſaid enough to you, therefore as Jo- 
ſhuah /az4 to Achan, Gzve glory to God in 
confeſſuug your fault, and reconciling your 
[elf by a true Repentance, to him whom you 
have ſo grievouſly offended. 7 know how 1un- 
ſerviceable 7 am io you in any Funition but 
this, and you may find Companions enough 
in the Yorld amongft whom to caſe your itch 
of talking, without troubling the repoſe aud 
felence of a Cloifter with the ſame : Father. 
[replied lcimns ) the eiving glory to God 
by a true Confeſſion, is the ſole ſcope of my 
znteation, for 7 ſee well the little credit 
which my words can obtain, if not ſupported 
by this prop of Penitence, and mixedwith a 
Sacrament, the profaning of which by a /.ye 
aperits no leſs the eternal Dammation LY 
whic 
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which cauſe 1 am more firmly reſobued than 
ever to dishurthen my Soul to you in a ſincere 
and hearty Confeſſion. 

Simplicins knowing that there are 
twelve hours in the day, and that the 


Sinner ought to be leiz'd on 1n the crit. 


cal minute, without further delay ac- 
cepted this condition, thinking this the 
only means to withdraw this Soul from 
the jaws of the infernal Wolf, and from 
the open Gates of eternal perdition: At 
this Sacred Tribunal, from whence Lyes 
are bamiſh d under {o fevere Penalties, the 
innocent Mcimns dilcovered the lecrets 
of is heart to his Ghoſtly Father, who 
yet took all this for nought but artifices ; 
wherefore after many menaces of the 
wrath of God, 1f he remained obſtinate 
in his will , and after having preſlted 
home to him this Sentence of 27 ertwulbaz, 
If thou hideft thy ſelf in Confeſſion here, 
thou ſhalt be hid in the eternal Dungeons 
hereafter. 

Alcimns anſwered, Holy Father, if the 
gaping jaws of Hell were now ready to re- 
cerve me, and all its diſmal Tuhabitants 
fitted to receive me, 7 am able to ſay no 
more than Thave done, T only defire this 


favour (which thoſe that like you do man- 


rage 
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page and direct our Conſciences, ought not 
to deny to the moſt miſerable) that you would 
pleaſe to endeavour to ſupply by your Inter- 
|= rogatories, what you think wantins in my 
| Confeſſion. David could not have forgot 
| his Murther aud Adultery, yet he remain'd 
a whole year without conſideration or diſco- 
very of it ; till the Prophet laying his hand 
upon the ſore, preſently made him feel the 
ſmart, and look out for a remedy. 
«Certainly (reply'd Simplicins) T may 
©an{wer you as St. Ambroſe did T7 heodoft- 
© 25s, who alledged this Example, 7 hat 
* you that have followed him in his ſin, if not 
* in effett, yet at leaſt in intention (which is 
*the lame Crime 1n the ſight of God) 
{bould likewiſe anſwer him in repentance. 
And you, ' Father (anſwered flcimm) 
be pleas'dto fallow Nathan s ſteps, in draw- 
ing this thorn gently out of my heart. 
Simplicins thinking at this word that 
he had won the Town, without loſing 
| time, and deſigning to accommodate 
) himſelf tothis tender ſpirit, which he 
thought to be ſick of the moſt danger- 
ous of all Feavers, which is that of Love , 
after having by many circumlocutions 
imitated the Chyrurgion, who ſeeming 
only to anoint with Cotton dipt in Ot, 
tne 
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the apoſthumed breaſt of a delicate La- 
dy, does dextrouſly open it witha hid- 


den Lancet ; {o he by degrees at laſt 
brought 1c: upon the point of his 
evening airings and motions on Horle- 
back ; all which cimrs confeſſed, ex- 
aggerating (like a true Penitent) the 
excels and {uperfluity of his Habits and 


Attendance, the pleaſure he took in 


hearing the praiſes and applauſes of 
thoſe that beheld him , and the ex- 
treme vanity with which his Soul was 


this way iwelled, Thence Szmplictus 
proceeded to the ſtreet where Capole- 


03 lived, a Gentleman for Eſtate and 


Quality , well known throughout the 


whole City ; asking him, why he went 
there ſo often , and made alonger ſtay 
there than any where-elle , particularly 
before that houſe ? 

At this word Alcimmns perceived the 
ſubject of this long Dilcourſe, and an- 


{wered briskly, 


Certainly Father , we are as much ac- 
eeiv'd inwhat we ſee through jealows eyes, 
es through a falſe Proſpetive, 

Upon which Simplicizs recounted to 
him that which (elſe he thought) all the 
Town talked and took notice of, the jea- 

louſte 
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loukie of Capoleon, the violencc of which 
had made him become a common Pro- 
verb. And is not this (ſaid he) a juſt 
cauſe of Fealouſie to a man of his age, who 
#5 Husband to a young and fair Lady.though 
certainly as virtuous as beautiful, to ſee one 
ſo openly ſeek her, to court and careſs her by 
woras, and actions, glances and countenan- 
ces which are neither juſt nor honeſt? 
* This is the property ot the jealous 
* (ſaid Alcimus) to believe that all things 
* conſpire the ruine of their Honour : the 
* Days, the Nights, the Stars, the Ele- 
* ments,the veryAnimalsare ſuſpeted by 
©them, much more rea{onableCreatures; 
they fear where there 15 not the leaſt {ub- 
ject of {uſpition,theShadows to them are 
* Subſtances, & thcir vain Suſpitions pal- 
*pable Convictions, and their falle ima- 
*ginations evident and undoubted Vert- 
* ties: But be pleaſed to tell me (Reve- 
* rend Father) of whom in particular 
* Capoleon 1s jealous ; for there 1s no ap- 
* pearanceit ſhould be of me, who know 
© his Wife ſo little, that I ſtould not d1- 
* ſtinguiſh her amongſt a Troop of others. 
©I have ſeen her amongſt other young 
© Ladies before ſhe was made his ; but be- 
* held her only as an Object which never 
* obliged me to a particular regard : | 
©thiok 
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©think Lhave ſeen her too amongſt other 
*women ſince her Marriage, whullt ſhe 
© appeared in Companies ; but fince her 
*Husand has given her Zngeticas Ring, 
*and by a ftreit Imprilonment has ren- 
< ared her inviſible, even to the Eyes of 
* Heaven, certainly I muſt have more 
* than a Zyax his ſight, to penetrate thoſe 
*Walls which incloſe her : If the good 
© Mans Feaver burn only on this fide, it is 
*very catic to be healed. 

Here Simpiicirs believing that Alc:- 
”#5 {till perfifted in his diſimulation,l1it- 
inZ up his voice with a more ſtrong and 
piercing Tone than formerly, with a v1- 
olent impetuoſity, vehemence of ipirit, 
he ſaid, 

Do you conſider what it ts you ao, or that 
you ſtand tn the preſence of an AlmightyGoa? 
Or have you ever read or heard of the ter- 
rible Fudement that light upon Ananias and 
Saphira . /t is #8? now 4 mortal man but an 
Eternal God that you impoſe upon : Where- 
upon he began to uſe the Word, as the 
Apoſtle faith, 7x ſeaſon, and ont of ſeaſon, 
mth opportunity,and evenwith importunity, 
io reprove, pray, conjure, to cry in all pati- 
ence and ſounaneſs of DoFrine : Have yors 
forgot (ſaid he ) that the excuſe of Adam, 
ani that of Ciin, were worſe than their 


faults? 
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faults? or that the Royal Prophet begged 
of God to ſet awatch before the door of his 
lips, leſt he offended with his tongue, in ſeek- 
ing excuſes or ſpecious pretences, to palliate 
or extenuate his iniquity ? for when once 
it is come to this point (from which God 
preſerve you) to ſin not oaly with impunity, 
but therefore to think they do it with Rea- 
ſor, then ts one arrived to the higheſt pitch 
of wickedneſs ; and if this be your caſe, it is 
zo better than deſperate and aeplorable. 
By this 7 underſtand (reply'd Alcimmns) 
that Capoleon # jealous of me , thinking 
5 that my paſſages and manavements in his 
| reet, and ſomeiimes before his Gate, are 
Lncenſe and Perfumes which T offer to that 
Lact, which ought to be adored by none but 
himſelf. O God ! was ever ſeen ({uch 4 
profound difſimulation ? 7 can affirm. that 
there is no perſon, 7 will not ſay, in that 
Quarter, but even in the whole 7 own, that 
has ſo much applauded me upon this ſub- 
get as himſelf, nor any that has ſo 
much puffed up my fancy thereby. To whom 
hereafter ſhall we truſt ? ſince by flatte- 


ries and careſſes one is [ſo baſely deceived ? 
Certainly , the FViſe man ſpoke with much 


reaſon, when he ſaid, My Son, thole that 
teed thee with tair ſpeeches and artificial 


pray- 
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pPrayles, are thoſe that do decline or 
would ſeduce thee: But this man has given 
me as juſt cauſe for the future to wget 1 
him, as his was unjuſt for ſnſpecting me, who 
had never the leaſt thought of attempting 
the Honour of his JVife, whom 7 hold to be 
as virtuous as fair: Anda if my judament 


fail me not, worthy of a better chance than 


falling into his eruet hands. 

17y dear Father { continued he) / give 
you my humbleſt thanks for your charitable 
admoition, and promiſe you for the future 
to ſtand upon my guard, and to canſe (with- 
0:4t prejudice to my Honour ) that he ſhall 
loſe his evil 017107 of me. 

Simplicius then ſeeing that the Malque 
was taken off, and that it was now time 
to ſpeak plainly, proteſted to him (as the 
truth was) that Capoleoz had never ipoke 
word to him of this Aftair,but that he had 
learnt 1t from a pious Soul (tor ſuchhe 
eltcemed 7arnoza to be) and one defirous 
both of his temporal and eternal welfare. 

Father (ſaid Aleimus) [tia thing [0 
ſhameful to a jealous Husband to diſcover his 
own baſeneſs, that 7 believe Capoleon 
would not make you this report himſelf; but 


has for that purpoſe made uſe of a third per- 


fon, who under the pretext of Picty (avir- 


fue, 
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: tue, which opens the ears and hearts of Re- 
ligious Souls ) has informed you of this falſe 

| relation, toth: prejudice of Truth, aftd the 
 ſmeerity of iy own Conſcience : { ſtand here 
inthe preſence of God, and in a place where 

{ hid rather die, thaa be like Ananias ; but 

{7 ao aſſure you, and ſacrealy aſftrm upon the 
ſalvation of my Soul { which 7 vale 4s 4 
2vod Chriſtian onzht ) that 7 never had any 
aaulterous deſign ugon the TVife of Capole- 

on ; andof this you may aſſure this charitas 

bile Sox! ; and withal (left 7 ſhould leave any 

of my Honour d'ſadvantageouſily engages) 
that if 7 were as well aſſured of my Salva- 

' On, and as little afraid of the Divine Tu- 
' ftice, as T amof the weak efforts of the jea- 

| lous-pated Capoleon, 7 might well put my 
ſelf into the namber of the Elett ; and 1 fear 
not, but by Gods aſſiſtance, to ſhelter my 

« felf,, not owly from his menaces,but alſo from 
| thewicked and pernicious effefts of his un- 
* juſt and vain ſuſpicion ; 7 would glad!y 
.. love him, becauſe God has commanded it, 
. butwill alſo endeavour to ſafe my ſelf from 
the ſurprize of ſo treacherous an Enemy, 
Simplicius yadging by thele words of 

_ this Gentleman, whole heart he had long 
known the very ſecrets of, that he [poke 
the real truth; and that with an unſeign 
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ed Charity he accuſed himſelf of that in 
which he found himſelf innocent; would 
inſiſt no longer upon that ſubject, for 
fear of drawing blood from the nipple or 
the noſe, by too much ſucking the one, 
or wringing the other, and imagining 
that Y/4ann0zs had diſcovered to him the 
real Jealouly of her Husband, founded 
upon the falſe opinion of !cizzus his pur- 
{uits, he contented himlelf with what 
his Penitent had already diſcover'd ; but 
to prevent all future muthaps,and to pluck 
up by the roots the hatred from his heart 
which he had conceived againſt Capoleon, 
whom he had already named his Enemy, 
(a word of war and defiance 1n this ſplee- 
natique Country) he again proteſted to 
him, that Capoleoz neither by himſeli nor 
Deputy had given him this adyertiſe- 
ment, or made theſe menaces, but that it 
wasa religious and timorous Soul, which 
perhaps had too far exaggerated the mat- 
ter, and according to the Proverb, had 
painted the Lyon fiercer than he was , 
that he deſired him not to look upon Ca- 
polecn with the worle eye for this, nor 


to do any thing, further to promote his | 


Malady, which was of the nature of 
thoſe artificial Fires, which every thing 


would 
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would nouriſh, but nothing extinguiſh : 
That he ought to have compaſſion of ſuch 
infirmities of ſpirit, according to the 
Apoſtles advic:, who would that Spiri- 
tual Perſons, and thole who are fortified 
within, ſhould bear with greater forti- 
tude and patience the faults and inſolen- 
cies of the weak, to accompliſh the Law, 
which would that we ſhould bear with 
one another's infirmittes : Adding, that 
the only remedy he perceived tor this 
miſunderſtanding, was to abſtain for the 
future from thele paſles in the Street, at 
leaſt till time with his inſenſible Spunge 
had effaced from the ſpirit of this offend- 
ed Husband the impreſſions which his e- 
vilhumour might perhaps haveengraved 
there, it being no part of a prudent man 
to exaſperate the Waſp,or to provoke the 
Bee ; which laſt though naturally of a 
{ſweet and gentle temper, as being born 
and bred among{t Honey, knew well e- 
nough how to manage 1ts Sting to de- 
fendits Comb : And turther,That a true 
Penitent was not only oblig d to part 
from the Territories, but from the Con- 
fines of Evil, for to what purpole 1s it 
to quit the unfortunate City of Iniquity, 
and take up Quarters 1n the Suburks ? 
K 2 
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I mean within thole of the occaſions of 
Evil, tofly tro Lvar and look back to So- 
dom? lt is not enough for the true Maza- 
rites to drink no Wine nor ſtrong Drink, 

unleſs they allo abitain too trom the very 
Grape, leaſt the taſte of the one breed a 
defire of the other. With thele Reatons 
S1wplicins {trengrhened his Remonſtran- 
ces, Without aliuming the power of 
coinmanding, but certainly with Coun- 


ſel accompanied with the Spirit of God), 
he advisd Alimr to turn away his 


courle from the irequentation 


Of thoſe ſo dreadful Rocks and Shelves, 
There nulth ade; had ſplit themſc "- , 


Alcimus found 1t very difticulr to ſubmit 
to theſe Injunctions, alledging that rhe 
T.1ws of Cloiſters and thole of the World 
were very far different; that the one 
preicribed to honour « blind {ubmiſſion, 
and a renunclation of all Earthly enjoy- 

nents, but that in the World it was one 
of the oreateſt marks of Infamy to re- 


ccive Laws from the will of the Enemy ; 
and that 


Coun 
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Conragions fouls, like an unſhaken Roc!: 
Undanntedly ſhould brave the rudeſt jhoock, 
Nothing s more baſe than to bad men to yield, 
Or to their proud attempts t0 quit the feta; 


Hereby $:mplicizs perceiving that this 
was a ſparic of that hidden fire which 
would not {uddainly be extinguiſht.Sezo- 
eur Aicimus (laid he) if you find this re- 
edy too difficult, you will conſtrain me to ſay, 
that you chain your ſelf to the Bank of 7ni- 
quity, and thg at the oar of violence, and 
then feign obſtacles for your obeying of whole- 


ſome Precepts. Remember Saul's maledi(f:- 


on for diſobeying Samuel, ts a Crime. to 
d'sbelieve, but a kind of WVitchcraft to di/- 
obey; to ſpeak plainly, you world hereby 
perſwade me to that which 7 am unwilling to 
believe, and under pretext of oppoſing your 
wrath to the hatred of the Husband, make 
ze ſuſpect a ſecret affettion for the Wife : 


£0r, 


Who often'|t ſaith I hate, does prove 
Moſt commonly deepeſt in Love, 


Moreover, you are bound in Conſcience to 
gtve no occaſion of offence or ſcandal in your 
aeportments ; for if the great Apoſtle de- 


\ 3 care. 
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clare, that he would eat 0 fleſh ſo long as he 
lived, rather than by eating to offend the 
weakeſt of his Brethren , How much more 
onght you to avoid the Aitivns and Occaſions 
which might give ſuſpicion of the works of the 
fleſh, unjuſtly deſired or purſued after ? Lud 
if the ſame Apoſtle would not that the leaſt 
mention of Fornication ſhould be made a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, how much more odjous and 
deteſtable ought Adultery to be, either in 
attion or affeition : 
Father (laid A'cimus) your diſcourſes 
are backt with Reaſon, and ſpeak you both 
a Chriſtian and Religious Perſon ; but be 
pleas to conſider, that 7 am not of your Reli- 
g'ous Orders, but yet a Chriſtian like you, 
althoigh a ſecular and mundain one, and 
though there be no more agreement betwixt 
the rules of Piety and thoſe of the World, 
than betwixt light and darkneſs, the Ark 
and Dagon, or God and Mammon, yet are 
we obliged in performing the onenot to omit 
the other, if we intend topreſerve our Repu- 
tation, without which we render our ſelves 
the reproach of the Yorld, and the moſt ab- 
ject dregs or ſcum of the People. Conſider 
that Tam now a Sword-man, and that former- 
ly fludying Caſes of Conſcience, have aw 
a | tat 
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that when an Enemy ſhall attacque me, I 
am not bound to fly, and ſave my life with the 
boſs of my Honour , and though the Euan- 
gelical precept of turning the other cheek to 
him that (mites him on the one, extendits 
ſelf to ſecular perſons as well as regular, yet 
we ſee it otherwiſe praftiſed by both : Our 
bleſſed Saviour asked that Fretch who 
ſhamefully ſtruck him, Fhy he did ſo ? and 
though he did not call Legions of Augels to 
his ſucconr, or employed 7 hunder and Tem- 
peſts to revenge ſuch injuries (as he might 
have done) yet did he mix this point of ſeve- 
rity amongſt his admirable meckneſs, and in- 
comparable humility, if Capoleon attack 
me, { think it will be lawful to reſiſt him, and 
perhaps with the ſame weapons 7 ſhall turn 
the miſchief upon him, which he deſigned for 
| me, and confound this Conjurer with his own 
' Devil, for I amreſolved not to ſuffer my 
' ſelf to be aſſaſſinated by his treacherous 
hanas. 

Here Simplicizs interrupted this Diſ- 
courle, fearing that if he let -{/crmms 
\ proceed, he wouldexcite that choler in 
| himſelfwhichhe ſhould be ill troubled to 
| allay,andperhapsaccording to the prom- 
ptitude of his youthful inclination, pro- 
ceed at laſt from words to execution : He 

K 4 there- 


136 Alcimus ard Lis.ll, 


therefore ſmooth'd and flatter'd this ge- 
nerous courage, protelting (indeed too 
truly ) Capo/ecns innocence, and that the 
report which had been made him, might 
perhips be talle ( too truly falſe ) but that 
this his Pateroal zcal and care made him 
not only worthy of Pardon, bur of Praiſe 
and Atedtion ; faying, O Alcimus, Al- 
cimits, you know not nhat it is tobe a Father, 
a [pirit1al Father, had you but experimen- 
tea hoy the bowels of ihe Scul yern after 


the Jafants of the Spirit, you might Le capa- 


ble to judge of that ardour which made thoſe 
woras boyl over from the months of Moles 
and St, Peul, when they defirea tobe ac- 
curſed for the good of their dear Children 
ard Brethren in righiconſneſs ; the day 
will come when you will know this verity, 
ard look upon that in me with a g00d eye, 
which perhaps aves now avpear otherwiſe 
FG 9%, 

ZTonr heart, dear Father (anſwer d l- 
cimms) is too right towards me, to do or ſay 
any thine amiſs , what ever comes from you 
to me can never be received otherwiſe than 
nell, but withal, "7 once more intreat you 
zot to condemn me without heartag, for 
jedament without preindication, and preju- 
Ace without Judgment es the hich Way 10 CY- 

rour , 
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rour ; it is eaſte to impeach, but not to con- 
vince ,to [9 not to produce witneſſes; to 
declare, bat not to prove ; if accuſing will 
ſeffice, who can be innocent, what ſhelter 
for the good, if the ſtorms of the wicked be 
Oracles, And, Father ſince God injoyns 
it. to obey him, 1 am willing to walk in an 
unpleaſant path, and ſhall gladly look upon 
Capoleon as my friend, and dear Chriſtian 
Brother, and 1 am ſo far from wiſhing him 
any evil, that 7 deſire him all ſorts of 
good , but ſince diſtruſt is the Mother of ſe- 
curity, you muſt allow me to beware of my 
ſelf, and that not only of my life, but of 
wry Honour, which every noble mind will 
eſteem more than life, Jn this temper of 
mid, and having diburthened my Soul to 
you of all that laid upon it, 7 hope you will 
zot deny me the benefit of abſolution. 

Here S7mplicins found himſelf ſurpri- 
z.ed, having to deal with a Souldier, who 
knew as well how to feign with his 
Tongue as Sword, one thing only he 


required of him in the Name of the Lord, 
which was, 


To ſhun all raſh attempts in his juſt hate, 
£18 make his wrath way to evaporate. 


: And 
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And principally for ſome days to avoid his 
accultommed paſlages in that ſtreet,and 
at laſt by much conjuring and 1ntreaty he 
extorted this Promile , rather violently 
from his mouth,than voluntarily from his 
heart;this was not the firit and tree drop- 
pings of the Myrrhe,but rather the ſecond 
gathering, extracted from the Tree, by 
icratching it with Iron Inſtruments. 

Alcimus left Simplicius, more ſatisfied 
with his having diſlabuſed him, than 
with his ſimplicity in fo ſhghtly belie- 
ving the report , and troubled withal, 
that he could not learn from him whence 
he had had this advice , for he would ra- 
ther have ſuſpected any perſon in the 
world, than Yayzoza, whom he held for 
dead amongſt its obſ{curities. In what 
darkneſs and 1gnorancc do we ſpin out 
the thread of a Fail lite! 

Mean while Pannoza, who ſleeps lit- 
tle, and the Devil muchleſs, are hatch- 
ing milchiefs on all hands ; for whilſt the 
one as ſubtle as invinſible, blows wrath 
and malice into the ears of 4lctmms. the 
other as dangerous as viſible, preſents 
her ſelf to thoſe of Simplicius, to know 
the ſucceſs of her falſe report ; for it was 
her principal deſign ( like another Zve) 

to 
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to open the eyes of lcimw, by taſting 
the torbidden Fruit, and to procure him 
to look diligently in his paſſage towards 
every part of her houſe, from whence 
he was otherwiſe: regarded than ſhe 
pretended, he ſuſpeted, or S7mplicine be- 
lieved , that ſhe might thereby find 
means to make {ſigns to him, as Veſſels 
ſtuck faſt upon a Shelve, or in other di- 
ſtreſs, do for help to thoſe Ships that paſs 
by. But ſhe was infinitely aftoniſh'd, 
when ſhe found by Father Smplicins his 
recital, that ſhe had ruined her own pro- 
ject, and wounded her {eli by her ow:n 
Weapon, and by an il|-temper'd Plaiſter, 
brought her Sore from an Ulcer to a 
Gangrene ; and further when ſhe learnt 
that -1cimmns had not the leaſt thought 
or affe&tion for her , this conſideration 
made her deſpair of ſucceſs, but to thoſe 
who are irremediably overthrown. it is 
a kind of comfort that they can fear no 
further miſchief : She took new vigour, 
when ſhe underſtood from Szmplicins rhe 
indifferency he had forall her Sex, judg- 
ing that the purity and whiteneſs of this 
Paper would eaſily be ſuſceptible of the 
firſt impreſſion , and that this green 
Wood once lighted , would burn moſt 

| fiercely ; 
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fiercely , Love being a Myſtery,in which 
th: Apprentices are Maſters ; She begun 
to project new Deſignes how to bring 
down that untamed Courage,which was 
yet proot againlt all Loves Affaults ; and 
torecal this wild and untaught Hawk to 
the Lure ; At preſent the only told $i»- 
pliczus, that his Monaſtick life and Reli- 
ous innocence, rendred him lels ſubtle 


in ſearching into theſccrets of the heart, 


and the ſpiritual wickedneſs of worldly 
thoughts, and of thole, who under pre- 
tence of aite&ion, make it their glory to 
d:ceive : believing that Heaven laughs 
at their Perjuries and Oaths, which are 
only writonrunning waters ; who hold 
for a Maxime, That Love, Wine, and 
:crets are worth nothing when they 
have t1ken the Air, and that it ſeemed 
1n our Age, men had eftaced this practice 
from the number of ſins ; it being not 
only common but commendable : final- 
ly that it was the thuttle-cock of Courts, 
but the ruinous Arrow of hearts ; ſhe on- 
ly,witht him to beware of a {urprize, and 
{inc he had drawn from Alcimns a pro- 
miſe not to paſs through that quarter of 
2 good while, that he thould take care 
that he found a firm performance and 
long 


———— 
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| long continuance. See here how this 


{ubtilecraity Female {poke what was as 
far trom her delire as intention. In the 


mean time having painted her face with 


a hvely joy, the returned home rather 


dead than living, with ſadnels {o deeply 
rooted 1n her Soul, or rather her Soul lo 
deeply plunged in ſorrow, that ſhe knew 
not whether it were fitreit to reckon her- 
{elf among(t the dead or living. She had 
now loſt rhe ſight of her North- Star, he: 
days were now become but nighis, and 
the very {ight of the Sun was diſagree- 


able , overwhelm d with ladnels,torrow, 


and melancholy, ſhe did nothing elle but 
{1gh and groan like the folitary widowed 
Turtle, bewailing nothing bur the loſs 
of the {ight other amiable /lcimms, Has 
n6t 7((aid the) ſufficiently miſerable without 
adding more to my misfortunes? To what 
new miſchief ao the Heavens reſerve me, 
having thus condemned me to perpetual dark- 
neſs ? O thou Light of my Eyes how art thou 
clouded ! thoſe ſhort and little glances of thee 
which 7 once enjoyed, did give me ſome ſort 
of conſolation, but this ſad Eclipſe is inſup- 


portable, which for ever deprives me of ſo 


dear an Objett, and which to me does ſeem 
the pleaſanteſt in the Wor; Put come 


TY; as 
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what will, 7 muſt once more have a ſight of 


ny deareſt Alcumus, and 7 will zever leave 
any way unattempted, though never ſo dan- 
gerous, before 7 reſolve toperiſh. 

Mean time the days flipt away, and 
this Star never appeared. O Nights ! far 
longer than thole of Norway, She oft 
ſtood Sentinel ike another Hero, but ne- 
ver could ſet eye on her Zeander ; The 
confuſion of her thoughts robbed her of 
Dilcourie as well as of Invention,w hich 
made her become lean and pale, her Hul- 
band believing that it was the auſterity 
of Religion, and her continual contem- 
plation that wrought this change : He 
did what he could to divert her. but his 
troubleſome Careſles did but inflame her 
ſorrow. 


She kiſſes and embraces intermix'd, 
But oz her abſent Love her thoughts were 


fix d, 


She had once like to have imitated Potz- 
phar's Wife, who acculed the innocent 
Foſeph of a Crime of which ſhe alone was 
culpable . but reſerving this deſperate 
means for the laſt extremity, ſhe was un- 


willing to betray one who had never of- 
tend- 
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tended her, and on whoſe affetion only 
depended all her contentment. See here 
the ſubtility of this wicked Woman, who 
thought by ſowing an irreconctleable 
quarrel betwixt 4/cimns and her Hus- 
band, to heal her paſſion which way loe- 
ver the chance fell;for -/{c:7z once {lain, 
her flames would be extinguiſht with his 
tuneral Torches, and her inlupportable 
Paſſion buried 1n his Grave ; but if Ca- 
poleon (ſhould fall under his misfortune) 
the ſaw her way made plain over his 
Grave to the end of her deſigns, and by 
her Widowhood put into polleſſion of 
her ſelf, and let to a free purlut atter the 
ſatisfaction of ' her ardent delires. A 
ſtrange fetch of female ſubtility. But {t 1il 
ſhe diſlembled her thoughts, and made 
no outward ſhew but of Sadneſs and De- 
votion, as If theſe two qualities were 1n- 
ſeparable, and thereby the ſunk deeper 
into her Husband's beliet the opinion 
that it was only her Devotion that pro- 
cured this Melancholy ; and the truth is, 
afeigned, falſe, conſtrained Piety (11 ſuch 
deep Hypocrifie may bear fo fair a Title) 
does oftentimes ingender this ſort of {ad- 
neſs which is beget by the interiour 
worm of a cauteriz'd Conſcience, which 


does 
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does inceſſantly gnaw upon the heart : 
She was however much pleaſed to ſee 
her old Man fo much concerned at her 
ſeeming Melancholy ; and the more he 
leem'd to be troubled at it, the more 
cauicihe {till gave him tobefo. | 
While(tihe fo dully paſt her time, like 
2 Hunter upon a cold Scent, the Devil, 
wholike a roaring Lyon, has his eyes and 
mouth {till open for a prey, way-laying 
his {tratagems in the fpirit of lum, 
and tzanning his deluſions into his head, 
and 1o diligently blew up this ipark of 
anger whieh he had againit Capoleor, that 
at laſt he ſtirred up a devouring flame 1n 
his heart ; He repretented to him the de- 
{picable Age, and ridiculous weaknets of 
his Enemy, together with the bale puſil- 
Ia01mity of fearing ſo inconſiderable an 
Antagoniſt, who was fo far below his 


birth and quality , that he would dero- 


gate from both, it he did not turn his 
treacherous deſigns upon his own head, 
whodurſt not have undertaken ſuch vil- 
lanous enterprizes, had henot believed 
that he who ought to be a Gentleman of 
courage and gallantry, had quitted both 
tor the Counſel of a timerous Monk , 
that theſe Cloiſter-ſpirits are never ſ{uſce- 

ptible 
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ptible of generous reſolutions, that like 
Reeds, they cannot reſift a Tempett but 
by compliance, that gallant Souls ought 
to 1mitate the Cedars of £Zebanon,that can 
be ſhaken by nought but thunder ; that 
going out well accompanied, he might 
bid defiance to his Enemy, and pals his 
Horſes hoois over his belly, 1t he durſt 
aſſault him, that there needed nothing 
but a good Armour to detend him a- 
gainſt rreachery, and that he ought to 
embrace ſuch occurrences which might 
manifeſt his courage and gallantry , for | 
amongſt Men of the Sword, nothing but 
danger can ſhew what a Man is made ot: 
Theſe were the Remonitrances of rhe E- 
nemy both of his Soul and Body, who 
leemed fo diligent a Prelerver of the ho- 
nour of the one, and the f{atety of the 0- 
ther, though his defign was only to 
bring titem both to deſtruction. -2cimms 
puft up by the vanity of thele thoughts, 
did like the Lyon ſtir up his rage by bea- 
ting his own {ides, and fancying to him- 
jelf, that his imaginary Enemy would too 
gloriouſly triumph at his too caly retreat, 
it upon the meer advertifement of a Relt- 
710us Father, he forced himfelt ro hu- 
mour a jealous Coxcomb, thole few days 
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which his promiſe had bound him to ab - 
itain from his ordinary courſes leem'd lo 
many ages to him, and this thort retreat 
dig but whet his Appetite, and his going 
back was but to take the greater leap ; 
Therefore at length he return'd to tread 
over again his former ſteps, more proud- 
ly and nobly accompanied, mounted and 
accoutred than before, becoming a new 
Spectacle oi pomp and gallantry to all 
Beholders, his Lacqueys were well arm- 
ed with good {words, and daggers, and 
private piſtols, reſolved (though igno- 
rant of the deſign and quarrel) to ſell 
their skins dearly to thoſe that ſhould 
prove Chapmen tor their boates ; he had 
alſo tome dilguiſed Bravo's to accompany 
him, which are a ſort of People that will 
kill : man there as cheap as Bailifts will 
arre{t him in other places: As for him- 
telf, hz wore under his Clothes a Skirt of 
Male, and carried one of his beſt Swords, 
not forgetting his Fire-arms, and private 
head-piece, reſolved in this Equipage, 


7obe reveng'd of this affront, 
Or hazard Life and Soul upor't, 


Thus did this innocent young Gentleman 
arm 
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arm himſeli to encounter ſhadows, Chi- 
mera s conceived ina Woman's brain,and 
aitilFd through the Alimbeck of a Mo- 
naſtick ſimplicity. What inward joy fur- 
prized Faznoza, when through her u- 
inal Watch-tower. ſhe ſawthis beauteous 
Star mount the Horizon of her Street, he 
mult needs bea moſt accomplitht Oratour 
that can exprels the frozen North,which 
alter a Night of {iz Months long fees the 
firſt rayes of the Sun appear to viſit her, 
put not more Joy than ſhe had now to feed 
hereyes with {o raviſhing an Obje& , her 
only unhappineſs amidit this bliſs was, 
chat the could not communicate her {en- 
timents to him that caus d them ; but tz 
kingoccaſion by the tore-lock, ſhe reſol- 
ved to diſcover her tace through the caſe- 
ment, and totalk to him 1n a Linguage 
oftooks and figns, a cuſtome {o common 
in this Countrey, (born to nothing bur 
dumb ſhows and iuch refined inven; '--:22/ 
that if he were not altogethe= oY id, hs 
end not chuſe but rþ«- <0 Percerve the 
Elams he hid new Wingly kindled 1n ner 
eMml., Aoimns Ernng his Eyes W en a 
prond and mMenacing look rowards tic 
hoſt, wondering that he conld perceive 
nobody at the wind aws,at lait attentive- 
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ly regarding it every way, he ſaw a lit- 
tle calement open at the top of the houle, 
Irom whence he preſently expected a 
treacherous {hot ; Alas ! too true a one 
which pierced not his body but his Heart: 
David,of old;a King fo Holy,and(till then) 
ſo innocent , looking from the lofty top 
of his Palace,faw withina Garden a Bird, 

or rather a Fiſh within a Fountain, which 
at one glance of theEye foiled all his holy 

reſolutions to the ground : Acimus who 
was made of no better a mould, looking 
up trom the {treet, and expecting nothing 
but the levelling ofa FHarquebzz at his bo- 
dy, felt the blow of a more dangerous 
one than he expected, I mean a Baſilisk's 
Eyes in a beautious face , which ſoon 
grinded to duſt all his Virtuous intent1- 
ons : During this interview he made his 
Horie corvet and bound, and exerciſed 
all kis moſt excellent poſtures ; till ſee- 
»-- \) many attractious circumſcribed in 
lo imar, . compals, and ſo many charms 


CONT acted 1N was face, he thought the 
windows of Heaven kad been opened, 


and that he ſaw not a Star, but rather an 
Angel or beauty of Paradiſe , For az- 
7024 appeared 1n ſuch an equipage as 
was Capable to make an impreſſion upon 


the 
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the beit fenced heart of a young Cava- 
lier principally on one which lay expo- 
ſed to theairy paſions,which make them 
preier a thametul {lavery before a Glort- 
ous liberty. Why ſhould 1 trouble my 
ſelf to paint out thele follies? Heſaw and 
fell, and /4azn0z4 might as juitly as Ce- 


ſar bear the Motto of, Yeri, Y1d;, if, 
upon her Triumphant Banners. Llcimmus 


was not {o much a novice but he knew 
the Language of his ownCountry,which 


is that of love, and knew well enough 


that it fignified that he was better be- 
loved in that houſe then he expected , 
and that the hatred of che Husband was 
{uficiently balanced by the ait2&ion of 
the Wife, And as love is the onely at- 
traction of love, beſides lo many charms 
that rendred this beauty recommenda- 
ble, he thought himlelt obliged 1n ho- 
nour to render a reciprocal atte&ion, ſo | 
that he quickly an{wer'd her in her own 
Language , which ſomewhat relembled 
that of Angels, or rather of Demons, 
which ſpeak to one another 1n thoughts, 
and there needed no Interpreter to 
make them underſtand one another ;, 
chus paſſed this firſt interview. The next 
day the Sun had ſcarce begun by bend- 
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ing Weſtward to lengthen the ſhadows, 
when Alcimus ( whole coming was at- 
rended by his faichful Sentinel long be- 
tore his approach) returned to tis uſu- 
al practice, - to draw 1n through his Eyes 
the poyton, not of hatred but of love, a 
paſſon more pernicious to his Heart , 
where he ſaw her hold up aletter 1n her 
hand, with ſign to come and receive it 
at night, which he diligently perform- 
ed, with no other company then his va- 
lour ; lee here the firſt thread of this 
Web of iniquity which theſe two Spi- 
ders went craftily to weave. This note 
in few words, diſcovered Wonders, 
wonders that are fitteſt to be veiled in 
filence , and interred 1n oblivion; yet 
why 1n oblivion ? ſince this paper un- 
dertak2s to tran{mit unto poſterity the 
blackeit miichieis, to make them be ſo 
tar ſhanned 1n like occurrences, as the 
Reader (hail abhor them by reading this 
TEC!:.: : Let us onely ſay rhen, that ſhe 
auverilied zZcimuns as followeth. 


Noble Alcimus, 
| ys at tanorant of the Alarms you rve- 
ceived from your month of your Con- 
fejſeur, nor can you be ſo of their meaning, 
when 


M—_—___— 
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when L tell you 'twas 7 that cauſed them : 
that was the onely means with which love 
could inſpire. me to bring about my deſtzn of 
acquainting you with a maindy which x5 
elſe can cure; Jf this general prov: (1:10 
may ve worthy of your anſwer, y9: may find 
means to convey it over bo Gan ral, 
by which 7 ſhall underſt:ns 35ter you 


efleem worthy of acceptance hich is titend- 


ed onely for your ſervice,and «ny 0:4 ſatls- 
faction. 


Fo. TIC 
Vn & HWWZ2s 


Alcimns wasall indamed by the many 
hre-bals which the Evil {2:7 caſt 1nto 
tis Soul by means of this crairy woman, 
and netled to the very Heart with cur1o- 
ſity of knowing the effect of this ſtrange 
adventure, he returned that night, and 
caſt the following letter over the Garden- 
wall, where the ſtood ready to receive lt , 


Faireſt Vannoza, 
" Know not whether 7 may more jiſt!y ex- 
; tol your worth and ingenuity, or condemn 
»y own ſtupidity in not perceiving it before, 
the one beine as far beyond the reach of ap- 
plauſe, as the other is beyond that of abhor- 
rency ; but ſince you are pleaſed 10 make your 
L, A £004 
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gooaneſs as conſpicuous as your merits, by 
pardoning a crime, which a moaeſt offender 
darſt q__ excuſe, know, (fair one) that 
T value your undeſerved affection at ſo high 
a rate,that my chief ſtudy ſhall be to merit 


and preſerve it with my life and fortunes, 


My tranſport i ſo great at preſent, that 7 


know not how to expreſs my ſelf further , 


but ſhall impatiently attend the bleſſed revo- 


lution of my happy Stars to proauce an occaſi- 
6n.in which 7 may better teſtifie the ardour 
of my unbounded Love, and inexpreſſuble 
gratitude. 
| Alcimus. 


Mean while the Boutefeu, which ſets 


both Heaven and Earth on a flame, ftuck 


his heart quite full oiArrows, and as1t 
1s his unhoipitable cuſtome to ſer that 
Lodging on fire, which gives him enter- 
£a1nment ; he in a ſhort time made a 
Furnace in the Breaſt of /!cimmms, who 
teeiing the pungency of this new ardour, 
could find no further repoſe, but in the 
meditation of his {weet inquietude , he 
now accuſed himſelf of his former blind- 
nes, and it was then that he ſaw clearly 
chrough thele Intrigues, and now that 
rhe Cataracts were fallen on his eyes, he 
= thought 
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thought himſelf like Harpaſtis, the only 
Argus: O God ! How prelently does a 
ſmall errour ſpread 1t elf into an un- 
bounded bignels ! 


One ſpark of evil having ſeiz'd the Soul, 
Soon ſpreads ſuch flames as nothing can 
contronl. 


The more difficulty and reſiſtance he 
tound in this purtuic, the more was the 
pleaſure of winning the Prizes, as Simpli- 
cis his Commands to the contrary, had 
infinitely whetted the edge of his appe- 
tite of returning to his former paſſages 
through the ſtreet, there being nothing 


more deſired by humane Nature than 
that which is forbidden. 


That lawful is does baſeſt ſeem, 
Not worth acceptance, or eſteem ; 
But what s forbid by Law and Right, 
He ſeekwith raging appetite. 


So theſe obſtacles which ſeemed to 
ſtop his carreer (it ſeerning as impoſſible 
to attempt this Sun inveloped in {o ma- 
ny Clouds.as the true Celeſtial one)were 
{0 many ſpurs 1n his ſides, to mary uu 

ead- 
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head-long upon this dangerous attempt ; 
yet he found this Current of Content- 
ment interrupted by a troubleſome con- 
{1deration, which was a ſuſpition, leſt 
this ſudden and unexpected gratious 1n- 
vitation were not a bait to ſome hidden 
inare that was pitcht for his deſtructi- 
on ; and whether the jealouſie oi the 
Husband by a ſecret intelligence with his 
Wile, had not found out this means to 
rTuine him : So that tormented on one 
hand by the charm of iv many irreſiiti- 
ble attractions, an4 on the other with 
the importunity of his diſtrult (for wic- 


ked women are like thoſe -{fr:cans, 


which are {aid to bewitch and {lay thoſe 
before whom they laugh, or like Apes, 
whole embraces ſerve only to {mother,) 
for theſe Reaſons heearnetily defired to 
be latisfied from whence proceeded this 
adyertiſement which Simplicins had gi- 


ven lim. He went and found this good 


Man, whom he conjured and 1ntreated 
£0 tell hun from whence he had received 
this advice, proteſting not to take up a- 
ny reſentment againit the perſon he 
ſhould name ; not queſtioning bur that 
it proceeded from the mouth of one that 
was very deſirous of his weltare. S:2- 

plictuis 
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plicius unwilling to reveal it, invented 
all the cxcules he could, none of which 
would content this Gentleman , wha 
proteſted to retra& his Promile, andre- 
take his former paſſages through the 
ſtreets (which he had already done,with 
the addition of far worle Errours) for 
icar of leaving his Honour engaged, and 
making himſelf a corn and laughing- 
{tock to his Enemies. S7plicins conti- 
nued firm 1n his refolution ; but for fear 
of ſending him away angry and diſcon- 
tented, he deſired him, togive him time 
to beg permiſſion of the Perion who had 
informed him , which was agreed to, and 
the next day came /arroza (in her uſu- 
al manner) to renew her antiient Com- 
plaints, and to tell S$implicizes, that lci- 
mus having for ſome days followed his 
advice, and kept his Promile, had now 
renewed his wonted Courles and Car- 
reers, with more pride and infolency 
than before, better accoutred and ac- 
companied, and with greater variety of 
actions , which drove her Husband 1n- 
to deſperation, and would at laſt pro- 
voke him into action, which could not 
but produce {ome tragical and diimal E- 
vent, Simplictus proteſted to her, that 
T Alclmts 
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Alcimus had not the leaſt delign upon 
her, but only Rood upon a Pandtilio of 
Honour, {corning to give :hts advantage 
to his Adverlary, ot b71g.8ing, that he 
frighted him our of the puolque ſtreet : 
That he was no man to make love to 
{ſtone wails, who never did it to any wo- 
man living, who indeed are living walls; 
but plaiſter'd with lo unſlaked lime, as 
is ealily fired by the Tears of a Lover, 
AH he couid iay, was, That he was a 
young Cavalier, and io head-ſtrong,that 
it was hard for a holy Father to guide 
him by the Bridle of Religion: That if 
Capoleon attacque him , he will bring 
him!elt in danger of undergoing a great 
part of :hc miſchief, That her Husbands 
Paſhon was 5 $11. of mjuſtice, as the 0- 
ther was 0j cnyunrand ingenuity In his 
Proceedings. | 

For this ({a1d the fuvile Female) 7 ſee 
but one remedy : That i (aid the holy 
Father) to ſatisfie him 1m ns extreme curio- 
ſity, which preſfd me to tell him whence 7 
had this advice, which 7 a:ris not diſcover 
with:it your permiſſion, thinkins it unfit to 
bring you into the quarrel. 


£6- 
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Father ({(a1d YVaxnoza) let me alone. tor 
the love of God, to diſcover it to him, ſince 
it i for the charitable ſaving of his Soul, | 
and 1 fear not but to find a happy iſſue, or il 
at leaſt to prevent its ending in ſo bloody a | 
Cataſtrophe. For if Aleumus and my Hus- 
band ſhould come to blows (which Heaven 
forbid) our Sex 15 ſtill exempt from duels, 
and the moſt baſe and barbarous Courages 
have ſtill ſome reſpect for Ladies ; fo that 
[ fear no prejudice by being made a Party > 
and aſſure my ſelf, that with one word, 7 
ſhould do more with hin towards the pluck- 
ing from his heart the fruitleſs hope which 
| flatters and ab:;ſeth him, by making him hope 
| for acceſs to an Object, which can never be 
lawfully acquired, than you can perhaps do, 
by all your con{cientions perſwaſions, Ln the 
mean time, if you pleaſe, you may ſatisfie 
his Curioſity, that this advice comes from me, 
ard if you pleaſe to bring us together, 1 will 
in your preſence aiſſwade him from his for. 


mer aitions, 


That ſo he may a Med'cine bring, 
Thence where the Malady did {pring. 


Simplicics from a well-meaning heart, 
not 
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not only approved, but highly prailed 
this deſign, being much rejoyced to fee 
the Scorpion's Oyl prepared to cure the 
ſting. and then /arzoza by this means, 
cutting oft all hope, would thereby take 
away all occaſions of his continuance in 
his tond Amours : He therefore promis*d 
to confront her with him, that this --- 
aam taken in the fact (it I may lo lay) and 
convinced in his prelence, might fcek 
no further pretexts or palliations to co- 
ver his iniquity. And lo forward was 
this good Man in this deſign, thinking 
therein to do ailthings for the beſt, and 
believing that all would paſs under the 
Seal of iecreſie,that he judged this fitteſt 
to be done at the veryContefſional, which 
according to common Cuſtome, having 
two places tor the Penitents, and one in 
the middle forthe Confteſſor, he mighr 
thereby more expreſly convince the Cri- 
minal, himfclt being prefent at the Te- 
ſ{t1mony. Bur (Ocxecrable Invention 1) 
ſhe fearing leaſt her Invention might 
turn to her 067n confaſion, deſired this 
good Father, that ſhe might a little be- 
fore have one moments conference with 
Alcimns, promiting thereby more gently 
to compole his ſpirit to an acknowledg- 

ment 
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ment of his fault, left being ſurprized 
on the {udden, he might fly out into ſome 
extravagant recrimination , Or poſitive 
denial: The good opinion which the Fa- 
ther had of this Female Hypocrite, made 
him approve well of her Popoſition ; in 
{o much that he appointed a day for this 
rencounter, before which he told lcimus, 
that the relation came from Yazzoza her 
{elf, which would witneſs his falſe pro- \ 
ceedings to his face : Provided ſhe litr 
up her Veil (jaid Llcimnus) Tam confi- 
dent you will find hers .ver{pread 
with bluſhes, 1f there remain 1 k-7 the 
leaſt quantity of blood : With which 
words the Conference ended ; and they 


parted till the appointed day of meeting 
ſhould come. 


The End of the Second Book, 
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this weaknels intangle it more thanevery 
tor /7azn024 having put hun in mind of 
his promiſe of letting her prediſpoſe the 
jpirit of Zlcimns, 10 order to the bring- 


ing him to an acknowledginent of his 
tault ; the good Simplicins, for theſe pi- 
ous con{1derations, leaving his Tribu- 
nal, as if called away by ſome aftairs of 
thele Statues upon their Pedeſtals, but 
ſuch Statues as Pigmalinr's, for they then 
found themſelves alive , and their 
Tongues at liberty. Fanzoza moſt 
prompt to lay hold on this occaſion, 
which ſhe had ſo long ſought for, began 


frſt, as followeth : 


Seignenr Alcimus, 701 will perhaps won- 
der at the many ſubtleties 7 have uſed to at- 
zacque you, but Neceſſity, the Miſtreſs of 
Tavention was furniſhed with Artifices , 
which opened me the way. Know then, and 
aſſure your ſelf, it was only 7, who by means 
of this holy Father, gave you this falſe 
alarm of the imaginary jealouſie of my Hus- 
band of you, 7 ſay, imaginary as to you, for 
his jealouſie being notorious through all the Ci- 
ty, 1 aurſt not ingeneral terms ſtile it feign- | 
ea. but it is ſo univerſal, that without pitch- | 
772g upon you, Or any other in particular, it 

| ex- | 
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extexas to all the world ; he muſt be a ſtran- 
in this 7 own, who knows not the evil uſage 
which that hath cauſed me, and my long and 
cloſe [mpriſonment , 1 a ſubjet of ſorrow 
to all that hear of it . it is natural to the 
ſmalleſt Bird to ſearch about her Cage for a 
hole to eſcape from ſlavery, which 7 am re- 
ſolv'd to obtain, or loſe my life in the at- 
tempt, which is but a burthen , wanting my 
liberty; T7know how little worth or merit 7 
have to work the leaſt affettion in you, yet 
have Tmiſeries enough to ſtir up apity in 
your generous Breaſt, ſo that what 7 cannot 
hope for from your paſſton, 1 almoſs aſſure 
my ſelf” from your compaſſion , for this 
grves ſo puiſſanut a ſentiment to the braveſt 
Courages, that they make it their glory to be 
that way vanguiſh d - for this makes their 
Palour vittorious over others miſeries, as 
conſtancy makes them over their own : For 
what would become of the miſerable and op- 
preſſed without the aſſiſtance of generons 
Cavaliers of your Quality ana Merits, 17 
have therefore caſt my eyes upon you 4s upon 
a Gentleman full of Honour, to the ena 
that throwing my ſelf at your feet, or into 
the arms of your pity, in caſe your g0oaneſs 
prove favourable to my miſery, / may by that 
mens find an iſſue out of my deplorable mic- 

M 2 fortunes, 
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fortanes, before 7 try the laſt remedy, which 
is acath. 


Which to all ſufferings an end does 
T1ve, - 
And makes the moſt unhappy ceale to 

TTICVE, 


This is a Cure which the miſerableſt Crea- 
znre alive may obtain, and then defy the 
worſt of Fortune's ſtrokes : T have here net- 
ther time nor leiſure to let you underſtand 


the unjuſt 7 igour's which Capoleon has ex- 


erciſed againſt my innocence, and how inſ0- 
lextly his cruelty does triumph over my weak- 
neſs: *:7s enough to tellyou, that 7 implore 
your ajſiſtance to deliver me from my pre- 


[ent miſeries, by what means you ſhall think 


moſt convenient ; and ti eafie for you to 
aavance this Stratagem, which 7 have al- 
ready invented, having infuſed into the | 
Soul of your Confeſſor (4 man of a true Mo- 
aaſtick ſimplicity) a fear of the dreadful e- 
vents of Capoleon's fury, which conld ne- 
ver find entrance into your maghanmous 
Courage, if it were real ; but 7 aſſure you, 
that my Husband does not ſo much as think 
of you , or if he either think or ſpeak of you, 
it is xather with eſteem and praiſe, ou 

OFEY = 


\ 


Lis,[J0, WVannoza. 165 


otherwiſe ; and further, 7 find that he takes 

a ſingular pleaſure in ſeeing you 0n Horſe- 

back, but tmaziaes not how far 7 participate 

with him init , for the place from whence 7 

_ behold youts a ſecret one, frequented by none 
but my ſelf,and to which 7go by private ways, 

zo give this incomparable contentment 10 

my eyes, to behold amidst thoſe noble ana gal- 

lant Actions, the moſt compleat and aami- 

red Cavalier living, T7 have (in purſ#- 

ance of this firſt impreſſion ) made Father 

Simplicius believe that you purſued me with 

your Courtſvip ( though convinced how un- 

provided 7 am of graces and attracHons ne- 

ceſſary to merit it ) and further, that in the 

ſtreet you gave evident teſtimonies of your 
love putthis was only to ſet a more ſpecious 00- 

lour on my Husbands jealonuſie. To ſum up all, 

all this deſign tended oaly to this ſole point of 

& Ar. 7 now poſſeſs, ( but, alas! with 

what brevity ) to repreſent unto your view 

a ſcantling of miſeries, which is ſo great am 

 allewviationto them, that 7 never enjoyed 4 
y greater happineſs amongſt all the paſſages of 

my life ; For, 1 know by ſad experience th.t 

zothing ſo mich oppreſſeth the heart, as pot 

to know where to unload its ſorrow ; and the 

moſt miſerable of all griefs. is that which 

wants a voice for complaints : '7is at pre- 
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[ent to you, Gentle Alcimus, and to that 
Courteſie and gezercſity, ſo natural to thoſe 
of your Rank and Quality , that 7 now fly 
for help and advice ; and for what ſuccour 
you ſhall pleaſe to lend unto my pain, what- 


ſoever ſhall come from your hand ſhall be 


highly acceptable , for ſince your merits 
ans my own inclination have forced me 
#poz a refolution of carrying the love of you 
along with me to my Grave , 7am ready to 
commit my Perſon, Fortune, Life, and Ho- 
nour to your generons Protection. 


How could ſhe more openly, or 1n- 


deed immodeſtly, have explained her 


ſelf? But who knows not that impudi- 
city 1s always tollowed by impudence? 


She concluded her Harangue with {uch 
languiſhing Looks and Tears, as were a- 


ble to charm the hardeſt rock : and 4. 


cimus Who was not made of Marble, was 
therewith ſo lively touched, that he 
did not queſtion but ſhe ſpoke ſincerely, 
and took her Diſcourſe for no leſs than 
Oracles , and baniſhing from his ſpirit 
all ſuſpition of Treaſon, and all fear 
from Capaleor's practices, it was impoſh- 


ble to ſee a heart touched with the love 
of him, and he not labour of the ſame 


di- 
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diftemper , which is a malady ſooner 
blamed than avoided, and which 1s more 
ealily avoided by flying it's encounters, 
than healed where it has once taken foot- 
ing. 
Alcmmns vanquiſhed with lo many cour- 
telies and favours, preſently rendred his 
arms at the feet of the conquerour, and 
{uftering himſelf as eaſily as Sa-pſoz to 
be bound and brought to the Mill, he te- 
tified his ſubmiſſion by words, which 
ſhewed him to be a deeper Student 1n 
Rhetorick than Yazn2za, and as great a 
ſervant to love, offering her for a con- 
firmation of this truth , all the ſervice 
which her commands could impoſe up- 
on his obedience, ſaying, That to this 
he was doubly obliged, by the deſire of 
poſſeſſing fo rich a treaſure, and by that 
of redeeming her from ſo tedious a cap- 
tivity, a4 thraldome, which extracted 
pity from the moſt barbarous hearer : 
This was to fall inſenſibly into the net 
of his dangerous huntrels, whoſe inten- 
tions was, That if ſhe had not wrought 
affetion in the heart of this novice 10 
thoſe affairs, to induce him by pity (2 
ſpecious gate for love to enter at) tO CAr- 
ry her away our of that deteſtable pr1- 
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lon, not queſtioning but alter that ſhe 
ſhould have graces and charms enough 
to work the paſſion of commuleration 
into that of affection : and though at laſt 
ſhe prevailed not fo tar as to make him 
her captive, yet would this put an at- 
front upon Capolcon, an affront ſo irrepa- 
Table in this Countrey as nothing can 
waſh off but the blood of the offender, ſo 
that ſhe intended at once to {ave her ho- 
nour, her lite and hberty, and either 
enjoy her unjuſt pretenſions, or at leaſt 


diſcharge her ieit of the importunity of 


love or the bonds of marriage. She ho- 
ped to fecure her honour by making it 
be bzlieved (a thing eaſily alledged) that 
her rape though voluntary,8& ot her own 
ſuggeſting, was a forced action, and that 
Alciru bis naffion, which ſhe had be- 
fore complained of to Simplicizs, had 
pricke:d hin on to this raſl.- adven- 
eur2:; Herliteſhe thought ſecure berwixt 
thearins of a Geniieman more puillant 
than her hkusband , and her liberty, how- 


ever. ſecured by this violence, That it 


Capoleon fell 1n this quarrel, her marriage- 
yoke was tnereby broken; it Alcimmus, 
Ever 1092 Was cured by the removal of the 
objedt rhat gave it being, orat worſt the 


hoped 


—— 


Lis.[Il. Vannoza. 169 


hoped to be reſtored into the hands of 
her parents, Capoleop reiuſing her, after 
having been polluted and poſleſt by ano- 
ther, which every way would free her 
trom ſervitude : but when ſhe ſaw - 
cimus declare himſelf a lover, and that 
inſo high a degree, with an ingenuity 
witneſſed both by his words and counte- 
nance, then taking him for captive, and 
her ſelf victorious, and hapilpy arrived 
at the end of her chiet pretenfions, ſhe 
ſaw her ſelf freed irom the trouble of 
coming to further extremities, and that 
inſtead of founding the trumpet and ma- 
king open war (which would occaſion 
more noiſe than advantage to her) ſhe 
might now go more privately to work, 
and put crafts and ſubtilties (the unfor- 
tunate ſource of this infamous paſſion) 
in; the place of force and violence. Now 
as women guarded and kept clote by jea- 
lous husbands, oft work their liberty 
out of thoſe guards that are ſet to pre- 
vent it, either by dazzling their eyes by 
artifices and cajolleries, or by the bribes 
of goldand filver, which is more pene- 
trating than lightning, io this ſubtle wo- 
man found 1t the beſt means to enter- 
taina correſpondence with Lim, iy 

us 
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his means whoſe chief ſtudy it was to 
prevent it, by working upon the harm- 
leſs ſimplicity of this holy Father, and 
uſing the Leaves of devotion to conceal 
the nakedneſs of her execrable impiety ; 
as ſhe projected ſo ſhe ipoke,and no fooner 
ſpoke but it was aflented toby this heed- 
te(s bird, who run headlong into the nets 
and bird-lime laid to ſurprize him : O 
God ! what black crimes do's he ſubmit 
to, enough to preſs him down alive into 
the lower Regions, ſuch as Hell it's ſelf 
would be troubled to invent, and afto- 
niſh with horrour to commit : he that 
ſaid, to him that liveth, and to him that 
de{ireth nothing is impoſſible, knew well 
the force of this paſſion the Queen of all 
the reft, but he that painted it blind 
was in the right too, for it blindly pre- 
cipitates into enormous crimes thoſe that 
commit them{ſelves unto it's conduc, 
and ſuch as they would never commit 
if they gave but any time to confidera- 
tion , this 15 a navigation where one ſails 
amongſt thouſands of rocks, ſubje&t to 
as many ſtorms and tempeſts, the cauſes 
of many dreadful ſhip-wracks, and as a 
hunter, violently ſet upon the ſport, 
pricked on þy that heat 1s carryed 1n a 


full 


S 
. 
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full carrier, to ſuch rugged and almoſt 
inacceſſible wayes, as the very ſight of 
then in cold blood would ſtrike a horror 
into him , ſo this paſſion of love inſpires 
ſuch courage into him whom it has 
throughly poſleſt, that he dare undertake 
the hardeſt enterprize, and to contenta 
brutiſh and inordinate appetite, will vio- 
late all laws divine and humane, and 
prophane whatever is moſt holy 1n earth 
or heaven, Acimm thus conſented to 
theſe unlawful projects , like another 
Adin in compliance with his Zve, and as 
Solomen, a far wiſer man than himſelf, 
gave himſelf fo over to the love of Pa- 
g4n-women, that they induced him to 
the worſhip of what Idols they propoſed 
to him, to all the artificial inventions 
that the 1impiouſly-ſubtle Paznoza pro- 
jected were faithfully (according to the 
fleſh, but faithleſsly as to the ſpirit) ex- 
ecuted and accepted by him : And now 
tell me that Hercules, when governed by 
women did not ſpin amongſt them, or 
that chilles was not fo efteminate as to 
live diſguiſed amongſt Ladies, fince 2l- 
cimus, who alwayes before was an 1- 
cides Alexicaces, whileſt animated by a 
better Genius, is now to far transformed 


that 
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his means whole chief ſtudy it was to 
prevent it, by working upon the harm- 
leis ſimplicity of this holy Father, and 
uſing the Leaves of devotion to conceal 
the nakedneſs of her execrable impiety ; 
as ſhe projected ſo ſhe ſpoke,and no tooner 
ſpoke but it was aſlented to by this heed- 
tels bird, who run headlong into the nets 
and bird-lime laid to ſurprize him : O 
God ! what black crimes do's he ſubmit 
to, enough to preſs him down alive into 
the lower Regions, ſuch as Hell it's lelf 
would be troubled to invent, and afto- 
niſh with horrour to commit : he that 
ſaid, to him that liveth, and to him that 
de{ireth nothing is impoſſible, knew well 
the torce of this paſſion the Queen of all 
the reſt, but he that painted it blind 
was 1n the right too, for it blindly pre- 
cipitates into enormous crimes thoſe that 
commit themſelves unto it's condu& , 
and ſuch as they would never commit 
if they gave but any time to conſidera- 
tion , this 1s a navigation where one fails 
amongſt thouſands of rocks, ſubject to 
as many ſtorms and tempeſts, the cauſes 
of many dreadful ſhip-wracks, and as a 
hunter, violently ſet upon the ſport, 
pricked on by that heat 1s carryed 1n a 


full 
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full carrier, to ſuch rugged and almoſt 
inacceſſible wayes, as the very ſight of 
then in cold blood would ſtrike a horror 
into him , ſo this paſſion of love inſpires 
ſuch courage into him whom 1t has 
throughly poſleſt, that he dare undertake 
the hardeſt enterprize, and to content a 
brutyh and inordinate appetite, will vio- 
late all laws divine and humane, and 
prophane whatever is moſt holy in earth 


or heaven. Altiimns thus conlented to 


theſe unlawful projects , like another 
Adam in compliance with his Zve, and as 
Solomen, a far wiſer man than himſelf, 
gave himſelf fo over to the love of Pa- 
gan-women, that they induced lim to 
the worſhip of what Idols they propoſed 
to him, to all the artificial inventions 
that the impiouſly-ſubtle /aznoza pro- 


jected were faithfully (according to the 


fleſh, but faithleſsly as to the ſpirit) ex- 
ecuted and accepted by him : And now 
tell me that Hercules, when governed by 
women did not ſpin amongſt them, or 
that Achilles was not ſo effteminate as to 
live diſguiſed amongſt Ladies, fince 41- 
cimus, who alwayes betore was an Al- 
cides Alexicaces, whileſt animated by a 
better Genius, is now fo far transiormed 


that 
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that he is rather a breeder than a tamer of 
Monſters, the firſt of which was this : 
He conſpired with this cratty woman 
to deceive the charitable innocence of 
this good Father, and inſtead of making 
him the mediatour for their reconcilia- 
tion witch God, and to receive from his 
mouth the Ja77 of the rx high, as be- 
ing the minifring Angel oi the Lord of 
Hoſts, they made him the Pandour to 
their deſigns, and more tacn Diabolical 
Stratagems, withoat his thoughts or 
{ulpition of it. Yanrozs adviſed him 
to acknowledge tnat he vas formerly 
enamoured on her, but that he hoped 
1n time, by the aſſiſtance of his fatherly 
advice and wholeſome 1nſtrudtions to ef- 
face this affe&qon from his oul, confeſ- 
ſing himſelt vanquiſht by her preſence, 
and as much recalled to repentance by 
her reaſons, as beiore overcome by the 
pleaſing force and violence of her beau- | 
ty : wherenpon . they invented di- 
vers forts of intelligence, as filthy and 
abominable, as crafry and tecret, where- 

by to underſtand one another by the con- 

trary report of the harmlels S7mplicine ; 
inventions, which I am loth tocommir 

co this Paper, for fear of ſullying it with 


ſuch 
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luch a Monopoly of ingroſſed miſchiefs 
better kept lecret than revealed, leaſt 
whileſt 1 ſtrive to breed an abhorrency 
againſt them, 1n the Reader, I may give 
occaſion to ſome ill-qualified ones of uni- 
tation, or at leaſt ſubject of murmurand 
evil-ſpeaking, and matter of ſcandal ra- 
ther than edification : See here how there 
is nothing ſo holy as to reſiſt their facri- 
lege, behold conteſſion changed into 
confuſion by theſe brutiſh ſpirits, whoſe 
diſtemper was grown to ſo dangerous 
a malignity, 25 to turn the antidote into 
poiſon, and make thatremedy plant new 
vices which was deſigned to root out and 
extirpiate the vid ones. — 

Simplicins returning from the buſineſs 
he had pretended, to giveletrfureto/an- 
2024's whollome inſtructions to work up- 
on Alcimms, retook his Seat of ſpiritual 
Tudicature, where indeed he found him 
really converted, or rather metamor- 
phoſed,but not witha change from God's 
right hand : For, _ 


As Hettor ftill gave all oppoſers foils, 
Returning loaged with Achilles ſpoils ; 


AY) 
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So he before alwayes brought home the 
Prize 

Of thouſands of admiring beauteons eyes ; 

Congqurour, till now th'aſſault ſo fierce did 
prove, 

He's flav'd and arag'd after triumphant 
love. 


And indeed in this as well as.in other 
vices, he that commits fin is ſlave to it: 
O Zim ! how inconſfiderate are thy 
actions! thus to lay ſnares to intanglethy 
ſelf 1n miſery , and inſtead of cancel- 
ling and blotting out thy ſpiritual debts 
with the blood of thy Saviour, thus to 
make a contra with death, and pation 
with the devil: Butlet us hear his well- 
iram d Oration to S/22plicizes, 

Eather ({aidhe) 7 beg of God ad you a 

thouſand pardons, for having hitherto gone 

about to deceive you ; Twas indeed the firſt 

wy ſelf that was ſo, by the ſplendour of a 

beauty whoſe puiſſart ſweetneſs is able to beat 

down all oppoſition, and therefore in that | 
ſubjueation, 7 thought my ſelf more worthy 
of excuſe than accuſation, of pardon than 
reproach, but now you have turxed the Sur 
into my face, 1 muſt ſurrender up my arms 
to 
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to truth, whoſe ſtrength is prevalent over all 
things, like an impetuons torrent, bearing 
down all before it. The clouds may for ſome 
time intercept, but never extinguiſh the 
Sun's rayes, trath may for ſome time be in- 
velloped with the umbrages of ajvers ſub- 
tilties, but can never be altogether obſcured. 
Zou have ſo well managed your diligent en- 


deavonrs, that finally by confronting me with 
an irreproachable JJ/itneſs, you have totally 
convinced me, but with a happy convittion, 


ſunce this is a tribunal of clemency and mer- 


cy, where even the ſin of Judas ( of which 
mine is the image, having ſo often betrayed 
the divine bounty by a kiſs) is remiſſible : 4 
Did you ( Father ) but contemplate the beau- 
teous cauſe of ſo miſerable an effett, 7 am 
confident as you now think me fooliſh aud in- 
conſiderate, to ſubmit my ſelf to the captt- 
wvity of the charms of unlawful love, you 
would then think me ſtupid ad inſenſible, if 
before ſuch a fire I ſhould endure without 
heat or flame ; but be pleaſed to confiaer 
that our affettions (principally thoſe thatare 
grown inveterate, are not put off ſo eaſily 
as a garment : WYould God we could as eaſuly 
quit our habitudes as our habits, as the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians caſt all they had, evento 
their garments, at the Apoſtle's feet, [ , : 
a 
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hadpreſently depoſited at yours all the paſſion 
that Thad for this Lady, But 1 pray conſi- 
der, ( which you know better than 7 ) how 
hard it is for the Fthiopian to change his co- 
tour, or the Leopard his ſpots, but ſtill more 


for a ſinner ſo ſuddainly to rid himſelf of that 


ſacrifice to him an hecatomb of praiſes, and 


which is ſo aceply inoraved in his ſoul; 7 
hope, nevertheleſs, by the grace of God and 
the aſſiſtance of your P-ayers and good Con- 
adult, to draw this thorn out of my heart, 
which 7 once took for a moſt pretious and fra. 


grant roſe, the impreſſions of which will 


haraly yet be effaced from my ſpirit, though 
{ feel fuſnciently the pungency of it, ſo that 


4 now fins now rational that ſaying was, 


I ſee what's good, but my malignant 
will | 

'Bends me to love and follow what 15 
il. 


Though this will be the very ſeparation of my 
| foul from my body by ſo wiotent an effort, yet 


when it ſhall pleaſe God to break theſe fatal 
boxras of iniquity which eaviron me, 4 will 
every where publiſh the glory of his name: Al 
T can at preſent do u to proteſt that for the 


future 7 will do my beſt endeavorr to efface 
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out of my memory the 1dea of fo many graces 
and perfections that have eachanted it, and 
eſſay A ſhut the gate againſt thoſe thouphts 
which nouriſh my paſſtons ; and finally, 10 
take that reſolution which is incideat to the 
moſt irreſolute, to hope no further where the 
evil is incurable; 7 ſay not this becanfe 
mine is ſo, but I ſee by the firmneſs of this 
Lady that ſhes noleſs chaſt thanfair ; and 
if ſhe have attrattions which make her be 
beloved, ſhe has no leſs ſeverity to make 
her be feared, and all attempts are fruitleſs 
upor one [o firmly bent upon the couſerva- 
tion of her honour : I will henceforth endea- 
vour to extinguiſh imy un/awful fire with the 
tears of penitence ; and ſeeing the waxed 
wings of my deſigns melted by ſo audacious 
an approach, 7 will like Icarus drown them 
72 that Sea of repentante : /t is fit I baniſh 
from my ſpirit thoſe 1dea's which flattered my 
paſſion, and withal ſeemed ſo delicious ; for 
znſtead of the contentment, which 7 promi- 
fed my ſelf from their ſucceſs, 7 now ſee 10- 
thing attend me but ſorrow and regrets, 
Upon ſound advice 7 find my ſelf obliged, 
rather to commend her vertuous reſolution, 
than to blame unjuſtly her holy rigenr , 
which now has proved the onely eye-water 
#0 reſtore the ſight, 7 have been fo long 
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deprived of : And ſince ſhe cannot be piti- | 
ful tome, but by being cruel to hey ſelf ; nor 
ſatisfie my humonr but at the expence of her 
Honour, 1 ſhall ſhew far more judgment in 
making my retreat, than 7 aid in beginning 
my enterprize, And [ heartily bleſs Goa, 
that having fallen, it is into ſuch hands, | 
hers and yours, by whoſe aſſiſtance 7 cannot | 
{ear but 10 obtain a recovery, and making | 
profit of my mufortune, have cauſe to ſay, 
it was good for me to have thus fall, af- 
ter which 7 hope to ſtandfaſter than be- 
fore. 
Judge now by this Diſcourſe whether | 
the Children of Darkneſs be not more 
1n their perverſe generation, than rhole 
of the light, and whether thcy be not 
more witty, prudent, and diſcreet, and 
withal more accompliſh'd for the bring- 
ing about their wicked deſigns ; Was not 
this cajollery able to pals, not only upon 
: | _ the innocency of the well-meaning S$/7- 
[4 plicius, but even upon the crattieſt in the | 


world ? 

This good Father reply'd, ©My Son, 
© tis a good ſtep towards health to be 
*cured ; though you come ſomewhat 
<late to repentance,yet all is ſoon enough, 
<1t well enough ; I told you before, that 
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Fall that ſmoke could not be without 
© ſome fire, and that your Mine would at 
© laft bediſcovered, though never ſo ſe- 
*cretly wrought : But now , God be 
-otallh, who has melted the Ice of your 
© obſtinacy by the Sun of truth, and that 
* the acknowledgment of your fore-paſt 
<fault, promiieth us a tuture amend- 
© ment ; and that which does moſt re- 
*10yce me, 1s to ſee you hope in the D1- 
© vine Mercy, which is an Abyis without 
* bounds or bottom, and will not let us 
© want that, which it would have extend- 
< edeven unto Judas, had he not prevent- 
*ed it by deſpair, to which the extremi- 
*ty of his grief reduced him : He who 
© begg'd pardon for his Crucihers, will 
© ſurely do the {ame for thoſe who with 
< 1 {incere heart do now invoke his boun- 
ty, whilſt he isin the Throne pt Glo- 
© ry, performing the Oihce of our Adyo- 
© cate. | 
And after turning towards Fannoza 
(which heard all this Myſtery with that 
attentation and joy, which you may well 
magine poſſeſt her, to ſee her deſigns fuc- 
ceed ſo happily. ) | 
©You ſee ( Madam, ſaia he) our Cri- 
© minal convinced pn own Conteſh- 
2 *0N - 
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on; What now reits but to condemn 
* him not to punuhment but amendment, 
{It is true, we are here in a Tribunal, 
< where a free Conieffion lerves for an 
© excule, and where excuſing aggravates 
*the Crime. A Tribunal where Mercy 
*has predominance over Judgment, and 
© where there needs only a {ound Confeſ\- 
« hon ofa fault to obtain remiſſion, ſince 
© here we hold the place of him who hath * 
*{faid, Lt what time ſoever a ſinner return- 
Ceth towards me, my arms ſhall be open t9 
© receive him, for 7 am the living God, 
* who would not the death of a ſinner, but ra- 
© ther that he ſhould turn from his iniquity 
© and live : It Wine, Women, and Truth. 
© are aſunder judged in Scripture to be 
* the three ſtrongeſt things in the world, 
© what muſt they needs be, when united 
© in ope Subject ? We have here the 
*Wine of Charity, and Divine Love, 
* waſhing away the filthy putrefaction 
© of this prophane Paſſion ; You, Madam, 
© are that ſtrong Woman, which So/omzoz 
* deſireth, whoſe price is above Rubies, or 
© the precions things the world can yield , and 
© have by your fortitude reduced to Rea- 
© ſon this wandring Soul , by repelling 
*all his affaults : But above all, the 
; * dtrength 
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© Strength of Truth 1s greateſt, for you 
*ſee that cimns confounded by the firſt 
© Ray that it darted 1n his face. 

To this /azz0za replied, in the Apo- 
ſtle's Phraſe, / tor ſhe wanted neither 
wit, nor words to expreſs 1t, had ſhe but 
had Grace to apply it better. ) Not 7 
( Father ) but the Grace of God in me, the 
Grace of God which often makes uſe of the 
weakeſt things to confound the ſtrongeſt ; of 
a Roa to tame the pride of the Fgyptians, 
and of the hand of a woman to behead the 


great Alyrian Captain, But, Father, t0 


ſtrike now whilſt the Tron s hot , what hin- 


aers, but that (as the Funuch of Candace 
was preſently baptized by $t, Philip) you 
now ſyeedi:y reſtore to him that Grace of 
which he had deprived himſelf by his bad de- 
frens. The Paſſion with which Alcimus 
has hitherto been enflamed is ſuch, that if 
violence be not uſed to pluck it from his Soud, 
he will continue in his fin, 7 in pain, and 
my Huzsband in his evil humour, 

*You fay,very well, Daughter (/aid 
*the good Simplicius ) for ſince the hour 
© of death is lo uncertain, why ſhould he 
* delay converting himielf to God, who 
© hath promis'd him, as faith the glorious 
[Father St. -Zuguſtine, to receive him to 

N 3 * mercy 
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* mercy every moment, but has not aſ- 
© {ured him to allow him ipace till death, 
*to cry him mercy. It being but juſt, 
© that that {innerſhould forget himſeliin 
* death, who hath never thought of God 
* through all the courſe of his life. What 
© think you of this, cotinnued he , ( my 
Son Alcimas) the Grace of God hates 
* delays, and he that preſents it you to 
* day, has not promiſed to do ſo to mor- 
*row ; if you put your ſelt amongſt the 
* fooliſh Virgins, you mult expect to hear 
* that ſad Sentence 1n the Day of Judg- 
* ment, Depart from me, 7 know you not : 
* Will you by the impenirent perleve- 
crance of a wicked heart, treaſure up 
© wrath againſt the day of wrath? Will 
"you be ſilent when you ought to ſpeak, 
© and be deaf to the Voice of God, who 
*calls on you by me? the Voice of the. 
*Turtle, which ſummons you to a forſa- 
* king of your diſordinate and irregular 
* Paſſions. Woe unto you if you keep 
© filence : There 1s a time to be lilent, 
*and atime toſpeak : Itis a Malignant 
*Devil.,, which makes us deaf to the Re- 
* monſ{trances., and dumb to the Confeſſi- 
* on of our ſins, from which I beſeech 
* Godto deliver you ; Iperceive you are 
1 
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"in danger to defer your repentance a 
* while,during which time the Devil will 
"return with greater fury ro recover the 
*prey which grace has almoſt inatcht out 
*'of his clutches, and if he make himſelf 
'once ſtronger and better armed in the 
"fortreſs of your heart, it is to be feared 
"he will guard it fo ſtrongly as to keep 
* Out the holy Spirit, and 1o your laſt er- 
' Tour will be worſe than the firſt: Con- 
© fider that it is humane frailty to fall, 
' *but diabolical madneſs to perſevere : 
\ *Isitfit to conſult, hang backwards, or 
* deliberate, when you are ſummoned 
© to render your ſelf to God, and to quit 
* the creature for the Creator, to whom 
*none is like, than whom none 1s ſtrong- 
*er, whom none caarelift, nor any en« 
*ter into compariſon with his Almigh- 
* ty Majeſty. 

Pannoza, hearing this Diſcourſe, back- 
ed by the vehemence of that charity 
which animated this good Father, who 
wrought upon his ſtoney heart, as it he 
had been exerciſing one poſſeſt, andfear- 
ing that the efficatious ſtrength of this 
word Which converteth Souls, uttered 
with ſuch a vehemency of ſpirit, ſhould 
ſhake thoſe yet but feeble roots whicl 
N 4 ſhe 
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ſhe had planted in the heart of this Veo- | 
phite, to obſtruct his ſpiritual reſurre- 
tion; «© Alas ! {ſaid ſhe ; Father, in this 
© new ſpringing of his fault, you muſt 
* not prels too hard upon his heart leaſt 
*you oppieſh It: The gentle Welt-wind 
"that makes the Flowers fpring is {weet 
*and fragrant, but the imperuoſity of 
* the North pincheth and deſtroys them: 
- * The firſt condetcention which I found 
© in him makes me not doubt of a iecond, 
* but to this end, time muſt give afſiſt- 
Ince unto reaſon - Your Maximes, 
* doubtleſs, are e g00d and prevalent, but 
* be the Ms dicines never {0 wholiome 
© and well compounded, yet are they not 
© alwaies eAicarious, if there be not a 
*fr diſpoſition in the patient that receves | 
*them: Itis to be thought that -2cimus | 
his Apoſtume 1s not yet ripe, becauſe it 
"is {tl unbroken, the time will come, | 
anen hke a 00d Tree, planted by the 
* ſtreams of Grace, he wall bring horn | 
*Fruit in due ſeaſon. | 


7 know he now percetves at laſt 
The folly of his Errours paſt, 
nd in ſhort time T hope to ſee 
His Flamcsto {ce will changed be. 
<T con- 
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*I conceive ( with ſubmiſſion to your 
© better counſel) it is fit to give him re- 
*{piteas to a bad pay-Maſter, that it his 
*levity thould bring him to return unto 
*his vomit, it may take from him all 
* excuſe of having had tco ſhort a time 
© torelolye, and to pluck up by reaſon 
<and the force of arguments, a paſſh- 
*on which has ſo long rooted 1n his 
© breait, 

Simplicius, ealie to work on, as a true 
Monaſtick , who thought that all the 
World, hike him, proceeded 1n their 
actions with charity and {incerity, gave 
his hand to this female-councel, which 
he thought fit to be ſometimes followed. 
and ſometimes not, and that Zaazz and 
Pilate were equally guilty the one for 
following and the other for rejecting 
the Counſel of a Woman : 'Thus was 
Alcimus ballanced on the one fide with 
Pivine Love, and with Humane on the 
other. and at laſt ſuffered himſelf to be 
weighed down by the later, directly to- 
wards Hell and Deſtruction. 

I will not trouble my felt nor the Rea- 
der with a Diſcovery of the.progrels and 
ſucceſs of the artifices uſed in this un- 
fortunate infection (1 would lay affecti- 

on, 
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on, but have ſpoken more properly then 
I intended) nor declare in what manner 
theſe two imptous Lovers abuſed the in- 
nocence of this good man to maintain 
an intelligence betwixt them. Some- 
times c:imus making him believe that 
he could not, or at leaſt not fo ſoon, rid 
himſelf of this paſſion , ſometimes /az- 
2024 continuing her falle complaints , 


and ieigned fears, whereby they made 


this holy Father their Shuttle-cock, and 
through their joynt and deceitful pro- 
poſitions, be entred into ſuch real ap- 
prehenſions of the loſs ether of the Soul 
or Body of .fc;mms, that it robbed him 
ot hisreſt, and his trouble brought him 
to 2 pining leanneſs : In this Spiritual 
Cure he relembled thoſe Phyſitians, who 
not well underſtanding a Diſtemper 
take care of one part of it, whileſt the 
other part deſtroyes the Patient : Andas 
thole Corporal Phyſitians know not the 
Diſpoſition of the Interiour parts but 
from the relation of the Patient, ſo thele 
Spiritual ones,know them notibut by the 
report of the penitent, which made the 
Philoſopher ſay to a young man, Speak 
that I may ſee thee ; and as the eye being 
!ingle, the whole body 1s thereby con- 
ducted. 
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ducted, by the aid oi an amiable light. 
contrarily, he walks in darknels who!z 
eyes are clouded, and how thouid our 
Spiritual Guides conduct us rightly 
through a holy diicipline, if we do not 
truly and ſincerely diſcover our elves to 
them, without diſguiting and deceit ; 
for which cauſe the wile man declareth 
that the Heart 1s deceitful above all 
things, and a double Tongue 1s an abo- 
mination before God : I will not here 
make regiſter of the execrable iubtleties 
of theſe hre-brands of Hell, of explain- 
ing themſelves to one another by an in- 
nocent Interpreter, of whom one ma 

ſay, as David did of the Patriarch Fo- 
ſeph, That he heard a Language which he 
had no underſtanding of ; but is the fault 
in the Sword it one commit Murther 
with it ? or ofa Sacrament if many abuſe 
it ? Who knows not the corrupt Sto- 
machs turn the beſt Meat into Crudities? 
Beſides all this , the counter - ſence of 
their words as well in Speech as Wri- 
ting . their cabaliſtique Cyphers, and 
interlined Letters, written by a Liquor, 
which of inviſible became viſible by be- 
ing held againſt the Fire, and by ſuch 
ike means ; and many other wayes 5 


whereby 
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whereby they dayly maintained their 
wicked correſpondence, by abuſing in 
{vo many ſeveral manners the goodnels 
of this religious perlon, who was there- 
by toſt like a Ball betwixt two skilful 
Gameſters. 

But if the wicked devices and oadctous 
fins which were acted in the Temple and 
in holy places by the Sons of -Zaron and 
of £1: were ſo ſeverely puniſht by Divine 
Vengeance, what puthment was due to 
thele facrilegious perſons, who not con- 
tent to violate a Sacrament , which 1s 
oreat and honourable, and by an infa- 
mous Adultery projected and acted by 
them, but allo this other holy one, which 
pronounceth on Earth the Decrees of 
Heaven,milerably changing intoa crime, 
that which ought to ſerve them for an 
inſtruction of juſtification , How oft, like 
Yriah,did they carry 1n their own Boſoms 
the ſealed Packets of their condemanati- 
on, but with as much wickedneſs and 
deceit as he had of ignorance and inno- 
CENCC. 

But this ſort of Writing and Speaking 
was notall, the furious paſhon which ſo 
tormented them, and robbed them of 
thcr repoſe was not anevil that could be 


healed 
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healed ſo, without coming to an effect, 


(their reciprocal being but too welldefires 


known to one another) that old Serpent 
the Devil, 


Fho hath ſo many names, but more de- 
VICES, 
Fith which to miſchief Sinners he en- 


fICesS, 


He, I ſay, failed not to ſuggeſt unto 
them many means of {eeing one another, 
and that in ſuch a manner as they deſired; 
tor though in this ſort of Vice, the Goſ- 
pel places the mental Adultry in a luft- 
ful look, and a determinate mind to do 
evil, yet the execution 1s not perfected 
by the view, though thele, like thoſe of 
the Baſilisk,ſtrike death into the Soul, the 
liie of which conſiſteth in Grace, which 
is loſt by a mortal coveting. 

Alcimus being aſſured of Fannoza's 
good, wil (to Fim, but evil 1n its ſelf ) 
did ſoon find the way (were 1t by the 
means of {ome friends, or rather the ir- 
reſiſtable force of his Coin) to procure 
acceſs to a houſe that joined to Capoleop's, 
where by the conjunction of the roots, 

he facilitated his entrance to the Cabt- 
| ner 
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net of Meditations of her,who eaſily wai- 
ved her devotion, to yield her lelt to his: 
There whileſt her Husband thought her 
taken up with Celeftial Contemplations, 
ſhe was cxcrciled altogether in Earthly 
ones. and in the poſſeſſion of her new 
Lover: Tous was tins immodeſt Helena 
taken for a chaſte Hecuba. And thus 
theie paſſionate Lovers being arrived to 
the top of their pretenſions, 1n the en- 
joyment of their delights, as execrable 
as unjuſt, thought they had found out 
the Zlyziaz Ficlds in this Garret ; But 
the pleaſure of the wicked paſleth in an 
inſtant ; and the Royal Prophet hath de- 
clared, That he hath ſee the wicked eleva- 
ted above the Cedars of Lebanon (which 
are the juſt and perfe& Souls), and ſoon 
after repaſſing by the ſarae Thickets, he 
has no longer perceived them, becaule 
they were ſhrunk away and failed , for 
as the wax meiteth before the fire, and 
the ſmoke diſſipateth and vaniſheth as it 
Tieth higher, fo Sinners are brought to 
nought in God's preſence, in an inſtant : 
This intercourle laſted but a while, for 
theſe often frequentings of this houſe 
being obſerved by the Maſter of it, (who 
was not at all adycrtiſed of the reaſons 
O 
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of them, all the buſineſs being brought 
about by one of his Servants, corrupted 
by Alcimss) 1t preſently buzzed ſuſpi- 
tion into his head, (a Vice natural unto 
the /talians) and made him begin to look 
after the honour of his Wife, who was 
rather capable to beget pity than deſire: 
See here an eclipſe, and parentheſis for 


ſome days to the interviews of our Lo- 
VErs. 


Thus croſſes do in multitudes deſcend 
Oz thoſe who 'gainſt Gods righteous Laws 
offend : 
But they like Mules and Beaſts,quite void 
of ſence, 
Feel not the rod, nor turn from their 
offence. 


But the ſame ſpirit of darkneſs that ani- 
mated them, being as fertile 1n inven- 
tion as per{waſive in wickedneſs, to 
make them a paſlage through all the 
ſteps and degrees that lead to the highelt 
top of iniquity, ſuggeſted to them more 
of his Diabolick ways, Diabohick do I 
ſlay ! nay much worſe than the artihces 
of Devils, who are forced to confeſs their 
impuſlance 1n ſacred places, which our 


wicked 
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wicked ones chole to make the execrable 
Theatre of their abominations ; whence 
comes it (iaith God by the mouth of a 
Prophet) that they whom I loved have 
committed fuch crimes 1n my own 
houle? And it a fault which of it lelf 
is but vera), or thghtly punyhable, be- 
comes inexpiable , & crimen leſs Ma- 


jeſtatis, when acted ina Kings Palace, as 


being a place of veneration, and not to 
be dithonoured by an infainous act, what 
new punihment mutt there be 1hvented 
to inflict upon him who violates the 
Temple ot the Immortal and Inviſtble 
King of Kings, by deteitable prophanat!- 
ons , Ot a certainty Goo will not hoid 
i0r innocent him that poliutes the place 
of his abode, and make that w hich 15 
conſecrated for a Houte of Prayer, be 
converted into a Den ot Thieves. 


TVithia this Houſe, Lord, nought is fit 
to be, 
But what 1; holineſs reſembles thee. 


Fannoza having no liberty to go a- 
broad, but to holy places in the company 
of hcr Mother, -{/c:mus by an act doubly 
lacrilegious , ſtill frequented thoſe Mo- 

naſteries 
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naſteries where there were to be Stati- 
ons, Indulgences, or Proceſſions of the 
Fraternities, and there habited Like the 
Religious of every ſeveral Monaſtery and 
Order where he was, he hid himſelf in 
ſome private Chappels, or ſecret and 
dark retiring places, (as thole who do 
evil, hate the light) and was there viſited 
by his devout Miſtreſs, where under pre- 
tence of Conſolation, Inſtruction or Con- 
tefſion, they acted that which could 
Icarce find remiffion from him who was 
thereby ſo highly diſhonoured in his own 
habitation : I am ſtruck with horrour 
to diſcover deeds of {ſo black a hue ; but 
It is to ſtamp ſome horrour in the Souls 
of thoſe who at or are tempted to com- 
mit the like, that I trace theſe lines upon 
this paper. 

Thoſe who know the dexterity and 
boldneſs of the Ztaliaz [pirits, principal- 
ly when they are pricked torwards þb 
this frantick paſſion which hath fo puit- 
ſant a dominion in their hearts, will not 
find theſe horrid impudencies ftrange, 
though to others of another Nation they 
may ſeem almoſt incredible. - 

Now as in the courſe of perfe&ion, it 
1s the cuſtome of thoſe who uſe them- 

O ſelves, 
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ſelves to it, to advance from virtue tO 
virtue, till by degrees they arrive at the 
top of the Celeſtial Olympus, lo are there 
ſteps and degrees in evil; and though 
(as an Ancient faith) there is no vice but 
what brings us to the brink of a Preci- 
pice, yet another faith as truly, 


None highly good can in one moment be 
Hurry's into the worſt impiety. 

None from the top of Virtue in atrice 
P.ungeth into the loweſt depth of Vice. 


And though this ſeem to be the laſt period 
of it, when a celeſtial Cloak is fitted to 
infernal actions, thisI ſay, may well be 
thought the Hercules Pillars, beyond 
which, wickedneis'can ſcarce pals any 
further. Yet our Criminals found this 
way ſo environed with thorns, their en- 
countery fo perillous, their interviews 
fo ſhort, and their converſations ſo in- 


commodiou-, that though the Roſes of | 
this Paſhon ſeem not delicious, but a- 
monglt {uch picquant difficulties, yet | 
they {oon left their tract of iniquity, be- 
becauſe having experimented one be- 
fore, more eaſe, and more accommoda- | 
ted to their guſt, it ſeemed to them © 
a Es has [ 
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hazardous, as it was 1n it ſelf horrible 
{ andimpious : For, beſides that the diſ- 
\ covery of this Stratagem would expoſe 
them to publick infamy,and make them 
hated and hils'd at by all, as the God of 
War and the Black-imiths Wite amongſt 
the adulterous Poetical gods, were in 
| the inviſible ſnares , It further ſeemed, 
| that humane Juſtice would hardly in- 
- vent a puniſhment ſuitably 71gorous to lo 
| enormous 2 Crime: Their next recourſe 

was therefore to a Ladder, which lci- 
| »1« having procured tobe made of filk, 
| andas ſecretly delivered it to Panpnoza in 
) | oneof their private Monaſtick meerings, 
- | which thein the night, at the appointed 


I | hour, faſtened to the Window of the 
/ | room of her pretended Devotion, and 
S | caſt downthe other end to the ground, 
- | whete by his activity readily getting 
S | overthe Walls of the Court-yard, eaſily 
mounted to the higheſt Pinacle of his in- 
tended happineſs, without tearing a Pre- 
cipice into the horrible depths of deſtru- 
| ion, any more than that of his body up- 
on the Pavement , not thinking of the 
former, ſince he could eſcape the later by 
his ſtrength and nimblenels. 

——J'I No 
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No wonder it /az»0z4 pleaſed her elf 
in her private Chappel, which ſhe had | 
builded on the top of her houſe, ſince 
there, like A77cab, ſhe kept her hidden 1- 
dol, andinſtead of burying it at the foot | 
of the Oak of Schem ( as Facob did thole | 
of his family) by a ſound repentance, ſhe | 
jfacrificed to it / but this word is too ho- 
nourable tor ſo diſhoneſt an a&tion)I may | 
more properly term it a proſtitution” | 
of her Aﬀections , Soul, and Honour. 
And it Covetouſnels be called Idolatry, | 
and Gluttons are ſaid to make a God ot | 
their Belly, how much more fitly may } 
we term {enſual Perſons, Idolaters ; who 
ſeem toacknowledge no other Divini- | 
ty, than the object of their filthy de- 
fires ; like unclean Beaſts, wallowing 1n , 
the mire, looſely abandoning the Ser- } 
vice of the Creator / who is thr ſole ' 


_diſpoſer ot infinite Delectations) for rhat | 


of a vile and wretched Creature : for as | 
he that adheres to God, becomes of the ' 
jame Spirit with him ; ſo he that ſticks } 
unto a looſe Woman, becomes a Mems- | 
ber of her Body, and of the ſame ſub- 
ſtance , ſo that they reſemble two Cap- 
tives, who by one Chain are conducted 

| [© ; 
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to the eternal Gaoles, unleſs their re- 
pentance prevent their Condemnation. 
But this practice, as perillous as un- 


happy, was not long without interrupti- 
- on, according to the ſaying of the 


Poet, 


T hoſe whom the higheſt joys ao bleſs, 
Abide not long in happineſs : 
The World like th Ocean, nere's ſecure ; 
 Alpeaceful Calm can't long enaure : 
Felicity were reſts long in one place, 
And Fortune's Fheel moves not a meaſur a 
pace. 


Beſides their continual fears / the inſe- 
parable ſcourge of the wicked) and the 
apprehenſions not only of being {urpri- 
zed in the aQ, but of being elpied by 
ſome Paſſengers in the ſtreet, their Con- 
(cilences were {till plagued with a thou- 
land remorſes, : 
Alcimus always went in the night to the 
abode of this deceitful Sire, alone and 
armed, reſolved to ſet upon the firſt that 
ſhould interrupt his deſigns, but it being 
impoſſible for him to mount the Ladder 
with ſo many Arms as he carried, in 


\ quitting them, which he left at the bot- 
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ton, he was ſeized always with a fear of - 
being ſurprized thus unarmed , ſo that 
that of the Sacred Pages might juſtly be 
applied to him, Combazs withont, and 7 er- 
yours within. But if attection ſharpen the 
underſtanding, how was it poſhble for 
him to continue blind amongſt fo many 
periis as 0nall parts 1nvironed him? How 
ſhould it be , but that like Balaam, he | 
ſhould perceive the flaming Sword of | 
Divine Juſtice waved over his head, and 
ready to divide it aſunder: But it is 1n vain | 
for us to deſire he ſhould avoid that mil-_ 
chief he ſo earneſtly purſues. The rea- ) 
ſon of this is well expreſſed in theſe 
words of the Royal Prophet, 7 he fire ts 
fallen, and they have not ſcen the Sun ; 


for when the flames of deſire tyrannize in . 


their Souls, the light of their eye ( that is, 
their Reaſon) remains no longer with 
them, and the faculties of it quite forſake 
them, 
The jealous in the excels of their love, _ 
hive this property, to be always {uſpici- 
ous , and conſequently fearful, andeven | 
then, when they have leaſt ſubject for | 
it ; *Tis this that baniſheth repoſe from 
rheir eye-lids, and cauſes that the juyce | 
of Poppy, which night ſheds upon the 
| earth, 


| 24 
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earth, cannot infuſe ſleep into their 


eyes ; theyare always waking, or rather 
. awaking, and the ear,chiefly in the dark, 


1salways open to the leaſt noife ; ſo that 
though theſe two uſed all means 1magi- 
nable to be neither ſeen nor heard, yet 
walking in darkneſs, or in the Scripture 
Phrale, groping by thewall, and in eleva- 
ted places, whole Symmetry was leſs di- 
(cernible than the reſt of the Building, it 
was impoſſible but that they muſt make 
ſome note or ſound, which would eafil 

reach a watchful ear. Yazn0za had ofr 
been advertiſed of this by Capoleon, who 


was troubled thathis Wife uſually ſpent 


a great part of the night in this Garret, 
in the converſation of the wandring 
Ghoſts andGoblins of the night,thinking 
her Devotion had by this time brought 
her into the Viſions of St. -Zzthozy or of 
St. Macarins,and that the Demons ſtrove 
to interrupt her Prayers. /"armza 
{ometimes told him it was nothing, and 
that ſhe was not ſo good as he ſuppoſed, 
or ſhe deſired ; that ſhe was neither inſo 
profound Contemplations,nor ſuch deep 
Extaſies, to give occaſion to the Angels 
of Darkneſs to envy her Piety, or 11- 
terrupt it by Apparitions or Illuſions. 

Q 4 Other- 
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Otherwhiles'the made him ſome crafty 
excules, alledging, that during the {i- 
lence of the night, theleaſt noiſe ſeem- 
eth great, that there are certain Ani- 
mals which ſtir not abroad but in the 
dark, principally on the tops of houſes, 
and alwayes make a rattling and a noife , 
that if ſhe had been of a timerous hu- 
mour, her ſolitude had adminiſtred cau- 
{cs enough of fear ; avowing to him that 
ſhe had often ſeen Fantomes 1n different 
faſhions, but that ſhe attributed it to the 
interruption of her ſpirits, or the weak- 
neſs of her ſight, amongſt the ſhades of 
night rather than to her vertue or piety. 
(As if theſe viſits of Satan were marks 
of the grand merits of ſuch his impious 
ſervants.) O Yarxzoza ! remember that 
God 1s not thus mocked with impurity, 
that it his long ſuffering wink at thee 
tor a time,till thou arrive to ſuch a height 
of wickedneſs, 1t 1s but for thee to take 
the greater tall. 

The old man prepoſſeft with a good 
opin;on of the chaſtity of his wite, took 
her for a Saint,and all ſhe ſaid for Oracles g 
with which 4/cimmw and ſhe made excel- 
lent paſt-time, it furniſhing them ſufft- 
ciently with laughter,One nzght — 
Lie 
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the reſt , whileſt they continued their 
entertainments and embraces longer then 
ordinary, Capoleon, like another Pompi- 
lis, attending the deſcent of the Nymph 
ZEgeris, at length wearied, and oppreſt 
with drowſineis, fell aſleep, and ſo in a 
Dream, which brought him into the 
Countrey near the Appernne, where he 
thought a Bear coming from the Moun- 
tains , bereaved him of his Wife, and 
tearing her out of his Arms, carry- 
ed her into his Den, where, without 
hurting her, he nouriſhther with Apples 
and other Fruit, of which he had laid in 
great ſtore, where helpleſsly he beheld 
her embraced by this Savage-Monfter . 
and being 1n an inexplicable perplexity 
how he ſhould recover his Y/anzoza from 
the power of this fierce Animal, as it 
ordinarily happens to thoſe who are ſo 
afflicted in their ſleep, he wakened, over- 
joy d that this Misfortune was imagina- 
ry, though indeed it was but too real : 
Therefore groping round about, to find 
if his better half were with him, and 
miſſing her, fearing leaſt this Dream 
might be a preſage of ſome tragical di- 
faſter, he leapt out of the Bed, and run- 
ning up Stairs to /arnoza's Oratory , 
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he knocked at the Door, at the fame 
time when ſhe was in the poſſeſſion of a 
Bear in humane ſhape. This knocking 
ſeem'd to be her knell, expe&ing no- 
thing leis than death from her 1njured 
Husband , And fkimns thinking him- 
ſelf betrayed, reſolved to ſell his life at 
the higheſt rate his Valour could put 
upon it ; at laſt Yaxznoza, not quite de- 
ſpairing of an eſcape by the aſſiſtance of 
the darkneſs, adviſed him to {lip under 
the Bed , and ſhe, feigning her ſelf to be 
a{leep,let Capoleon knock a little longer , 
and after ſtarting upas if affrighted out 
of ſleep, ſhe asked who it was that 


_ came to interrupt her in the midft of 


her repoſe : Capoleoz praiſing God that 
ſhe was there & ſafe, recounted to her his 
Dream from point to point : To the inter- 
pretation ofwhich they needed to conſult 
neither Morpheus nor Artemidorus, for 
Alcimus and Pannoza could doit better 
than either, but knew not whether it 
gavethem more reaſon of fear or laugh- 
ter : Capoleon telling.her he was come 
to ſuccour her, and deſiring her to open 
the Door, ſhe knew not whether to take 
it in jeſt or earneſt, fearing all this but 
an invention and counterfeit pleafant- 


neſs 
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neſs in order to her deſtru&ion, the con- 
ſcience of her and that of her Lover, 
beating up a thouſand dreadful alarms , 
At laſt, taking courage from the extre- 
mity of danger, My Dear, faid (he, know'ſt 
thou not that Dreams are but lyes and de- 
luſions ? 7 wonder that you being ſo wiſe 4 
man, ſhould trouble your ſelf with theſe 


ſuperſtitions, which you would blame in the - 


weakeſt HVoman ; pray return to your reſt ; 
{ thank you however for your ſuccour though 
zt be more importuxate than opportune ; 7 
am in the little Bed which 7 have placed 
in this Room, where pray let me aloze this 
nizht : Capoleon notwithſtanding urging 
her to open it, proteſting that he could 
not ſleep without her amidſt this 1nquie- 
tude, the judging by his voice that he 
was 1n earneſt, but without any emoti- 
on of choller, prayed him to ſtay a while 
till ſhe were a little cloathed to go with 
him, for that Bed was too ſtrait for them 
both (too ſtrait indeed for the Husband 
and Adulterer.) This while ſhe conſulted 
with -L/cimns for his es who to put 
himſelf in poſture for defence or flight as 
he ſhould ſee moſt convenient, ( fearing 
leaſt if by ſome ſiniſter accident he ſhould 
be tound under the Bed, it might oy 
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him his life before he could get up) 
thought it fitteſt to get behind the door, 
which was no ſooner open but Capoleor, 
taking Yann0za by the hand, led her 
away to his Chamber 1n the dark, here- 
by making them both an honourable 
amends for the fright and trouble he had 
put them to: Ll;imm now had time to 
clothe himſelf and eſcape, applauding in 
himſelf the wit and courage of Zano- 
za, and bleſſing the good fortune that 
attends on Lovers, Inſtead of acknow- 
edging ( wretched as he was) the infi- 
nite bounty and goodneſs of God, who 
by this hazzard he had run (the greateſt 
imaginable) gave him fair admonition 
to renounce his abominable wickedneſs 
and 1mplety, and by thus ſhewing him 
the rod, would iright him into an amend- 
ment. Butalas ! his depraved ſpirit and 
impenitent heart, inſtead of repenting 
for what was paſt, and amending for the 
future, ſtrove rather to 1mitate the Ma- 
Tiner, who having eſcaped the fury of 
a Tempeſt, which threatned him with 
manifeſt Ship-wrack, hath ſcarce dryed 
his Cloathes before he 1s ſo weary of 
Land that he is fired with impatience 


and deſire of imbarking for another Na- 


Vigation, 
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vigation, to try his fortune the ſecond 
time : As for Yannoza, her wickedneſs 
whetting her invention, and ſharpen- 
ing her induſtry, ſhe made her husband 
(whom ſhe {aw beiotted with love of her) 
believe what ihe pleaſed, telling him, 
That after ſome exerciſes of mortifica- 
tion, which without naming he was ſuf- 
ficiently ſatisfied of,finding her ſelf wea- 
ryed, and her ſpirits weakened and dul- 
ied, ſhe was conſtrained to go to reſt , 
being of opinion, that after having 
challvied her body and brought 1t into 
ſervitude, it was not fitting preſently to 
reſtore it to delights betwixt the arms 
of herhusband, whom at the ſame time 
ſhe ſweetned with many feigned care{\- 
ſes : Thus this falſe Female, the more 
lweetly ſhe flattered him, the more deep- 
ly the deceived him : This brings into 
my memory the ſaying of Uriah to Da- 
vid, T hat he coula not allow himſelf to take 
his eaſe and pleaſures inthe bed of his wife, 
whileſt his Captain Joab was armed in his 
pavilions : Thus ended this Adventure, 
which ſerved but for a whet-ſtons to 
ſharpen their infamous deſires and 


brutiſh appetites , The remembrance of 
a danger vanyh d with it , and being 
 . once 


Sac, <a ale Deb BREE 
F_ * . -—_**% a-—- - - 


206 Alcihmus and Lis. II. 


once in ſafety, we forget who ſet us 
there - 


Benefits we write 0n awave, 
But {njnries in braſs engrave. 


They renewed their intercourſe when 
the ſhades of Night rendred all things 10- 
viſible , but they forgot that Night has 


cyes, 


Nieht's beauteons eyes, the Stars ds 
2erce 


The Shades which veil the Untuerſe, 


Not to mention the great eye of the 
Divinity, which cannot be clouded by 
the thickeſt darknels , ſince God 1s all 
Iight, and nothing: is hid from him : 
This univerſal fight, which gave him 
the Name of God', according to the 
Greek, ſees through the Walls of Hea- 
ven , and without ' being perceived , 
plainly beholds and orders the Influence 
of the Stars and Cezleſtial Bodies,and ſees 
not onely the Actions which are hid 
trom Men, but even the Thoughts, and 
thoſe very Faults which are unknown 
to them who commit them , This We 

rom 
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from the mouth of the Divine Singer 


theſe words which ſuit ſo fitly to our pur- 
pole : 


Pain were my hopes, to think the veil of 
night 

Could hide my ſecret aitions from thy 
fight ; 

Nieht , even then, has eyes to fix os 
me ; 


Hhat's dark to ms, Zord, u not ſo to 
thee, 
FH ho canſt turn night to day, 
Or make 1003 mid-night be. 


For as to ſave /ſrae/, God made uſe of 
thick darkneſs at noon-day, fo to diſco- 
ver the wicked actions & the deſpiſers 
of his Juſtice, and abuſers of his Mercy, 
he can make day 1n the midft of night, 
laying open to the light the works that 
are wroughtindarknels: This he brought 
about here by a way as ſtrange as that, by 
which he cauſed the heads of Goliah and 
Holofernes to be cut off by their own 
Swords. 

Alcimus is Servants ſeeing hum fo of- 
ten go out of the houſe, to paſs awa 


part of the night abroad, 1n the equi- 
| page 
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page of one that goes on no good deſign, 
being alone and unattended, as being un- 
willing to have any witnels of his acti- 
ons, had cauie enough to conjecture, 
that he went to thote Thefts, which are 
now as much eſteemed 1n the worid, as 
others were formerly amongſt the Zace- 
demonians ; but they were in continu- 
al apprehenſions left {ome miſchief ſhould 
betal him, as it ordinarily happens to 
the defilers of another's Bed , but he had 
{tricly forbidden them to tollow him, 
upon pain of his diſpleaſure, and ca- 
ſhiering them from his Service ; ſothat 
they were forced to let him run alone at- 
ter the deſires of his heart;but his Parents 
being advertiſed of it (to whom this 
only Son was dearer than the apples of 
their eyes) made him be lo well watch- 
ed by one of their molt truſty Dome- 
fticks , that at laſt this ſubtle Hunter 
took him on the Seat, and ſaw a new 
kind of Angel aſcend and deſcend a Lad- 
der, which was quite contrary to that 
of Facob, that reaching unto Heaven, but 
this to Hell : Yet was it better for L1ci- 


2 to be diſcovered by thoſe who defi- 


red the the ſafety of his Soul as well as 


Body, than þy a jealous Husband, who 


taking 
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taking him the a&, would have ſacri- 
fticed both to his fury. But it was ne- 
ceſſary for this head-{trong young in- 
ner to be more (everely chattiied than by 
a Fatherly Remonſtrance , to turn him 
from his evil courſes and bad deſigns, 
which happened 1n the manner toliow- 
ing : This Servant of -{cimus his Fa- 
ther, who by his craft had traced our 
the hiunts of rhis untamed young Cour- 
fer, not having on his lips the Seal of {t- 
lence, which Alexander fixed upon thoſe 
of Epheſtion, having advertiſed fome of 
Alcimus his Servants , that they thould 
tike care of their Maſter, and that not- 
withſtanding his Commands to the con- 
trary, they ought to follow him atar oft, 
for fear leſt ſome difaiter ſhou!d befal 
him for want of ſuccour , they who deft: 
red nothing more than the conſervation 
of him, on whom their fortunes de- 
pended, quickly accorded to this Pro- 
poſition ; but it was fit that their eyes 
thould make them certain of what they 
yet knew nothing of, but by the ear, 
which having done , and no longer 
doubting of the certainty of it, it hap- 
pened that one night having followed 
bim afar of, and ſeeing him ftop, rhey 
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made a ſtand, and there ſee him mount 
his Ladder, whileſt they as his Corps de 
Garde, ftoud Sentinel, and made their 
Rounds about the ſtreet, he having left 
his Ladder hanging at the Window 
(as uſually it did ) to attend his return : 
Mean while it fell out that a Party of 
Sbirres (who are Sergeants and Officers 
of Juſtice in that Country ) who came 
from the ſearch of ſome Robbers , 
meeting theſe Perſons inthe ſtreet, ex- 
amin'd them, what buſineſs detained 
them (o long out of their Lodgings, ask- 
ing them their names, their quality, and 
abode, and going at the ſame time to 
ieize on ſome of them, who gave faucy 
and abuſive aniwers to their interroga- 
tories, there were prelently Swords 
drawn, blows dezit laftily shour, Har- 
quebuſles luftily fired(the ordinaryArms 
of rhele Shirres) agreat Cry made, and 
che Alarm hotly given 1n that Quarter, 
{one crying out Thieves, ſome Fire,ſome 
Murther, andall was 18 an uproar, Peo- 
ple locked out of their houſes to ſee 
what the matter was, and the ſtreet was 
ſo full of lights, that it ſeemed to be ra- 
ther day than might, the Inhabitants aſ- 
jembled from all parts, and Capoleor's 

YET = 
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Servants went out among the reſt , Ca- 
_ poleon himſelt leaped out of Bed (every 
one being concerned at a Cry of Thieves 
or Fire) :This Gentleman being one of 
the Chief men of that Quarter,all lock- 
ed about him, and before his houle, 
where the Ladder hung for a Scalads, 
Whilſt theſe confuled Cries, Blows, and 
Wounds made all ipzakers & no hearers, 
the noiſe came to tne top of the Houle, 
where our two lolitary Sparrows were 
lodged : Aims leaping up, run to the 
Window (after having habited him- 
ſelf as well as :poſſible on the ſudden ) 
and was going to go down by his Ladder, 
Good God! whatan amazing ſight was 
it tor him to ſee all the {treet and Court 
tull of people, which ſtood thickeſt a- 
bout the bottom of his Ladder : Some 
{erzed on the Arms he had left below, 
others were coming to ſearch for 
Thieves 1n Capoleoz's houle ; lome were 
complaining of their Wounds, others 
laying hold on the Priſoners, and final- 
ly, all was a Chaos of Dilorders. T have 
no leiſure to deſcribe the fright and ter 
 Tourof Yarnoza, who ran down to her 
Husbands Chamber, as if the had been 
g0INg to execution, or deſcending alive 
DR rey <a P 2 itlts 
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into the Sepulchre ; for what could ſhe 
promile to her lelt but certain death, and 
the hour of her puniſhment to be alrea- 
dy come ? Alcimas having nothing tor 


is defence but a Piſtol and a Dagger, re- 


{)lved to run down the ſtairs of the 
Houſe, and reiolutely to ruſh through 
the preſs, which he d1d with more relo- 


lution than conſideration ; and atthe bot-! 
tom of the Stairs meeting a Servant of” 


the houſe, which begun to cry out 
Thieves, he pulling his hat over his eyes, 
to avoid being known, fired his Piſtol io 
near his face, that the other holding up 
h:sarm to avoid the blow, had it ſhot 
t1rough with a Bullet, and his eyes {0 
dazied with the {moke and fire.that that, 
and the tright he was 1n, made him fan- 
cle as many Thievesas ſparks ; the report 


amazed ail the hearers, and he run- 
ning to the Gate, gave the firſt he met 
jorude a lalute with his Poniard, as pur 


kim into a neceflity of ſaving himſelf, 
rather than ſeizing him ; he preft for- 
wards, puſhing one, and {triking ano- 
ther, and crying out, Here, here, my fel- 
lows, now s the fitteſt time to make our 
way with our Swords and Piſtols, which 
irigntcd both the Sergeants, and all the 


CGom- 
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Company into a belief that there were 
many of them,and that they ſhould find 
ſharp ſervice 1n attacquing ſuch deſpe- 
rate Villains, fo that their, terrour 
putting them all to flight, he fled and !a- 
ved himſelf pell-mell amongſt the reit, 
without ever being known or taken 
notice of. YFannoza knowing no- 
thing of all this, and hearing nothing 
but blows and crys, fancied her felt 
already torn 1n pieces , and attend- 
cd nothing but her death ; ſhe knew rhat 
1n that Country twas 1n vain to ask par- 
don of a Husband for faults like hers . 
theſe Offences like Treaſon againſt Prin- 
ces, are not waſht away but with the 
blood of the guilty, the ſpot , like thar 
of Oyl, not being tobe taken out but 
with the piece ;-and as it 1s imprinted in 
humane nature, to endeavour to prolong 
it as long as they can, ſhe run down 1n- 
to the Cellar to hide her elf, as if the 
werewilling to goalive to Hell, rather 
than ſuffer the pains of death , or like a 
Criminal Veſtal, be put alive into the 
Pit, a$4 puniſhment fit for her unclean- 
neſs. Here ſhe might juſtly ſay, as the 
Reprobates will at the Diy of the Uni- 
verial. Afſizes, AZonuntains fall npar ws: 
P 3 WIER 
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with her as with a Traveller, who being 
11 open Fields in a Tempeſt, lees the Hea- 
vens all on fre with Lightning, hears rhe 
Air reſounding with thunder, tees the 
Exrth wathed with the Rain, and beaten 
by the Hull, and fearing ſo many Ar- 
rows and inſtruments of Death beat a- 
gainkt his head, berakes himſelt ro the 
ſhelter of a well-lpread Tree, or ſecret 
Grot ; but it a ThundGer-belt come to 
tear the Earth from under his teer, think 
but what iright he now endures this 
moment,which he takes for the laſt of his 
whole lite, {uch was the dreadful fright 
of Fannoza, too happy FYarnoza. had 
ſhe made uie of theie Rods of God's Fa- 
therly correction, and if by the fear of 
Goa's Jucgments, the had been frighted 
into Goodneis : Bur God might well 
work Prodigies by the Rod of AZofes, it 
n-»thing avates Pharaoh's courage ; there 
are ſome Souls are ſo depraved, that like 
Tigres, they grow more fierce by gentle 
uſage. Lord, with how many pleaſant 
:ngredients of mercy doſt thou temper 
the bitterneſs of thy Potion of Juſtice ! 
How many warnings doſt thou give to 
them , who amidlt their Sins have not 
quite loit the ſenſe of thy fear, to make 


them 
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F them hide themſelves by penitence from 
the Arrows of thy fierce wrath ! This 
action of Farroza s hiding her {clf, puts 
me 1n mind of that of dar, after he had 
taſted the forbidden fruit. And further 
( which is nearer to our purpole ) of that 
of Helen, ſo exactly deicribed by the 
Prince of Poets, when at the Sack of 
Troy ncas eſpyed her hid inthe Tem- 
ple of Feſta, for fear of being 1nvolved 
in the general Ruine; the words, co- 
ming irom this Noble Genius are excel- 
lent, and worthy the Recital, 


_—_— -T tmina veſts 
Servantem , & tacitam ſecreta in ſede 


| 


latentem 
7 yndarida aſpicio ; dant clara incenaia 
Incem 
Erranti ; paſſimq, oculos per cunita 
| fi erent: : 
1lla fibi infeſtos everſa ob Pergama 7 en- 
cros, 
Et pena Danaum, & deſert: Conjuges 
71 45 
Permetuens, Troje CF patris communis 
£rynns 


Abdiderat fete, atq; aris inviſa ſedebat 
| P 4 £x- 
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Exarſere ines animo - {abit ira, caden- 
C73 

H/ciſci patriam , Os ſeeleratas uUmere 
Pants. 


7nVeſtasZ emple Helen 7 percerv'd, 

By fear of Death almoſt of Life bereav'd: 

7 he diſmal flames 'mnudſt the thick ſhades 
of N taht 

Gave to by wanaring eyes ſufficient light: 

She who the Trojans had ſo dearly cof 

for whom their Empire, Gooas,and {ives 
were loſt, 

Tujtly expected that ſuch injur a Foes 

Honld with their Swords ſtamp on her 
breaſt their Foes 

Ferims no leſs with guilty blood taſſwage 

Her injur'd Husband and the Grecian 
rage. 

Fg xpeet: 'no thus till wrathful Greece or 
1rov 

Should the dire cauſe of both their ls 
acſt roy. 

7 here th Altars aid a hiding-place affora, 

7 ber whom men Lated, and 8 Gods ab- 
horr'd, 


Mean 
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Mean while as this famous Grecian 
B2auty which firſt fired the 7rojar's 
hearts and then their houſes , though 
ferzed on by ſo much fear, yet eſcaped 
the miſchief ſhe ſo dreaded, ſeeing her 
ſelf after the ſack of the great and ſtate- 
ly Zliam, kindlier entertained than ever, 
in the arms of her Husband Mezelars , 
and aiter her looſe abandoning her elf 
tothe embraces of Paris, more honour» 
ed than before by the Grecian Princes , 
lo Vaxnoza law all this uproar termina- 
ted 1n a gracious reception from her hus- 
band, who was over-joyed at his fortu- 
nate eſcape from the deſtructive hand of 
thieves, who (as he thought) had fixed 
the Ladder there to ſcale the Walls of 


his Houſe and rob him of his Goods : 


T hus atter a furious ſtorm and tempeſt; 
there remains no tokens of the terrour 
bur a little foam which the billows have 
driven upon theſhoars , anda little rain 
and dirt upon the ground, after the nolie 
of thunder and tempeſtuous whirl- 
winds: O God where 1s the verity of 
thy declaration of happineſs unto the 
g00d, and evil to the wicked ? 
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How long, how lons, Lord juſt andtrac 
Shall the curſt troops of evil doexs 
Bolaly their wickedneſs purſue, 
Fearleſs of eathly or heavenly powers ? 
Shall they for ever with impunity 


71 h y Servants wrong, and the dread power 
aefie ? 


ut ſtay my Soul, the way 1s ſlippery, 
thy feet may well ſlide and deceive thee, 
where thy wings intended to bear thee 
alotr : 


Do not moleſt thy ſelf to ſee 

{ he wicked in proſperitte , 

TVith exrvy dow't thy felf oppreſs, 
7 o ſee them thrive in wickedneſs, 


Like flouriſhing and verdant graſs 


/Vhoſe beauty ſuddenly does paſs, 
Or flowers which raviſh the eye 

But [oon are withered and dry. 

Stay but a while, theu ſhalt behold 
7 he wicked gone like tales long told ; 


And all their glories NO M0re ſeer 
Nor heard then if they d never been. 


What aſtoniſhing amazment ſeized on 
P4an0z1, who ſeeing her {elf lifted from 


the 
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the depth of deſpair, to the higheſt top 
of happinels, could not chooſe bur (u- 
ſpect 1ts reality, and as a bad conſcience 
is never 1n ſecurity, ſhe feared that ſhe 
was brought to be lacrificed, as thoſe of 
old with Muſick and Garlands , Butby 
Iirtle and little ſhe reaflumed her courage, 
underſtancing by the recital of the ad- 
venture (w hich every One reported Ac- 
cording to his nag that Licimms had 
eſcaped unknown , and paſt z2mongſt 
that uproar for one that intended to rob 
Capoleon of his Riches rather than his 
Honour, nay rather for a troop of Rob- 
bers, for the wounded ſervant, and thoſe 
that fled, deceived by the darkneſs of 
the night and their own fear (which 
hath the property to make that appear 
which is not, and to multiply to an in- 
fnity tha i which hath any thing of rea- 
lity) made this deceit paſs for a verity, 
none being able to contradict 1t : Capole- 
ox ſearched all porrs of the houle, but 
found nothing of what he ſought tor 


but found his traces and footings in the. 


Garret, and thence paſſing to the Her- 


mitage of this holy Female, he told her 
it was no wonder that he had heard a 
noiſe there before, and that there were 
other 
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other Apparitions than thoſe of Spirits 

and Fintomes, for theſe had both Fleth 

and Bones, the Window where the Lad- 

der was found faftned was condemned 

as cul»able, the Garret on all parts bar- 

ricadoed up as criminal, the paſſage over 

the Gallery ſtopped up, and all the Ave- 

nues made inacceſſible , But it was im- 

poſſible theſe Serpents te vomit out their 
potion which was lo deeply fixed in their 
Breaſts ; it was therefore time for Juſtice 
ro give fire to her train, one (park being. 
enough to blow up all, and the finding 
but one end of the thread ſufficient to 
unravel the intangled Clew: One of /- 
cimis his lervants having been taken and 
bound by the Sergeants, was by them 
carryed to Prilon,where before the Judge 
that took his examination, he confeſſed 
but roo much. manifeſting his own 1n- 
nocence, by the diſcovery of his Maſters 
gwlt : Magiſtrates who are living Laws 
themſelves, and interpreters onely of the 
dead or written ones, are moſt common- 
iy like the Spiders, which ſerze on ſmall 
Flies, but let the great Waſps and Bees 
alone 1n quietneſs, ſo that of the Poet 
may well be applied to them : 


Dat 
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Dat veniam corvis, vexat cenſura co- 
lumbas, 


Zo ravening Crows they gentle prove, 
But vex and plague the harmleſs Dove. 


His deſign was to impoſe filence on 
this innocent priſoner, and thereby to 
purchale the title of prudent, rather than 
that of juſt, and it being in his power 
by the means of many other wirneſles 
which he named to him, to prove his 
Adultery, and puniſh it according to 

2w, he was afraid to make too much 
noiſe about it, leaſt (like a Dog that 
barks too much) he ſhould be beaten for 
his hidelity , He knew the Grandeur and 
Puiſſance of -{cimm his Family , and 
further, that it the ſecret ſhould once 
come to Capoleon's knowledge, he would 
ſeek Heaven and Earth for vengeance, 
and never {top at Blood or Murthor. It 1s 
not, certainly without reaſon, that the 
wiſeſt of men hath ſaid, 7 hat « man of 
little courage ought not to undertake the Of- 
fice of a Magiſtrate, leaſt fearing the face 
of the Puiſſant, or the Power of the Mighty, 
he cauſe a ſcandal, or ait an injuſtice by his 

timiditie, 
The 
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The Judge for tear of railing himlelt 
cnemues among{t thole where bath the 
offenders and the imurd were equally 
his friends, privately adviſed lcimus , 
that it was beſt to withdraw his man 
trom Priſon, through the goiden g 2 
and lock up "his lips with a key of th 
jame Mettal, te aſt the ſpringing of chat 
Minc ſhould blow him up into deſtru- 

con, This young Cavalier , unexpe- 
rienoed - 10 worldly affairs, lighted this 
advice, and thinking himielt clearly and 
lecretly eicaped from the flyp-wrack, 
was not contented wholly ro deny all 


| that had been contefled. 4 1t threatned 


his Servant with the hicheſt Mzenaces, t0 
make him be FR {ht as a CUUMNatour, 
and laſtly, make him die by the hands 
of Juſtice, \ winch made him i{tronsier 

er{ift in Nis depoiitions, and alt his com- 
Pa1N:005 for witneties, knowing no other 
way ro iave his lite and Pega "his liber- 
ty : The Judge being ao lets friend un- 
to the Fanuly thin to the perlon of 
Algimis, advertided his Parents of it, 

who were already told by their own Spy 
of all their Proceedings, which was the 
cauſe that to avoid icandal, and leaſt 
that which was yet ſecret ſhould become 


pub- 
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publick, they took him aſide, and after 


many grave Remonſtrances and ſerious 
Admonitions (notwithſtanding his poſi- 
tive denyal and horrible proteſtations, 
as if Sacriledge and Adultery could be 
that way purged) they gave him to un- 
derſtand how they had lighr on the Clew 
that led them in the purſuic of him 
through all his crooked Meanders of 
wickednels : But this inſtead of amend- 
ing him made him woric, by adding the 
fhre of Anger to that of Luſt, {o that his 
choler choaking his reaton, put him in a 
fury againſt his ſervants, their honeſt 
care and fidelity appearing to him not 
onely a bale diſobedience and diſloyalty, 
but an unpardonable 1njiry : fo true it 
1s, that as the good change all to good, 
and make profit of taeir loſſes, the 
wicked turn that which 1s good into 
evil, taking ſervices for aronts, and 
the amity one ſtrives to ſhew them for a 
paſſion rather importunate and trouble- 
{ome than worthy an acknowledgment + 
ſo that inſtead of applying ſoft Oyls anc 
Lenitives to this Sore. to abate the In- 
flammation, he rather ſtrove to heighten 
it toa Gangrene, by threatning nothing 
elle but revenge again{t his Servants, 6 
M- 
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diſcarding, blows or ſomething worle, 
fo far did his fury tranſport hum againſt 
thoſe whole onely Crime was too much 
tidelity : And to arrive to the top of 
his folly, he reſolved inſtead of getting 
liberty for the Priſoner, to become a 
party again!t him, and procure his deatn 
trom the hands of Juſtice, by Arttfces 
as full of {ublety as impiety, thinking 
to bury his fauir in the grave of this 1n- 
nocent : Thus David {trove by the {in of 
Murther to make himielf more tree and 
jecret in the Commiſſion of that of 


Adultery. 


The End of the Third Book 
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D@@ E F here /lcimus arrived at 
FS the very Crifis of his wick- 
D A edneſs ; And ſee how tar 
DIY more ealie tt 15 to corrupt 
wEes TJges on the ſide of Cle- 
mency, than on that of Rigour , ſince as 
the Lawyers ſay, That the foverazgn le- 

A a ' verity 
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verity of te Law 15 a fupream 1njury ; 
like thoſe Remcdies of Steel and Tire, 
v hich Chirurgions uſe, to dilmember 
and {top the G1 INgrenes of their Patients; 
Rem calls more painful than the Diſcaſes 
which they cure. If lcimms had pru- 
dently deſigned to free the Pri! OnNer, and 
ro ſmother his depoſitions, to av vid the 
{turns up 2 dung-h] which would fill 
the Ciiy with noone and peſtilential 
\vaponrs, and by filence to fave the itves 
and {alve the konours of the principal 
ofkenders, there is no queſtion bur the 
Judge had cloſed with the deſign , for 
is Zleazar attacqued Antiochus his Ele- 
phant 1n the flank, the moſt tender and 
onely penctrablc part of this vaſt body, 
{> Officers of Tuſticc are {ooner vyan- 
guith d by pity than by any other mcans, 
COMP3 aMon being a charm whole {\weet- 
nels abates and betrayes the moſt hardy 
courages, but to commit an juſtice at- 
tended with cruelty is the part oft a De- 
vil rather than a man. This was the 
aute that flcimmns, what artifices loever 
he uled, whether by Intreaty, promiles, 
Or threats, to arrive unto the top of his 
PCrnicious ; deſign, was totally fruſtrated 
and deceived. and driven upon the ſame 
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rock on which he would have ſplit his 
inculpable ſervant. Being in this like 
the Ape, which hopping up the boughs 


of a Tree, the higher he climbs, the more 


ne diſcovers his ſhame ; or like the Pea- 
cock, who the higher and morc proudly 
he erects his plumes, the more does he 
diſcover the parts he ſhould ſtrive to 
hide. There is no ſtronger accu{ation 
than excules too far ſtretch't, and too 
violently urged, 425 none are leſ(s believed 
than thole who think by Oaths and 
Biaſphenues to ſtrengthen their atrma- 
ONS, 
udges alone cannot order the Pro- 
Ce cls 5 having to that end their Clerks, 
Proc EOTS) Advocates Nd Regurers 1 and 
tne parties themielves, w ho like Birds 
ditcover themielves by their notes: Bat 
what was woilt of ail, C:poleop Profe- 
cuting for Juitice againkt him whom he 
thought one of the Thieves that had at- 
tempted £0 rob mum, by L00 {olicitonily 
tearching winr he. ought not , for nd 
what he would not, nor ever thon aght 
of + ttike an ignorant Glais-maker, who 
IL ndmng to blow 9 a Glals, makes a Bot- 
lie, or 2 more ulelels and ill-thar?d Ve! 
icl- Good Heaven | how was he E 
Aa 2 axed 
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prized at the priſoner's depoſitions ! a 
Maid gathering flowers in a Garden or 
Meadow for a Poeſie or a Garland, and 


iuddainly ſeeing an ugly Serpent leap | 


from under them, 1s not in a ſtranger 
diſturbance than was Capoleon at this 


WY. 


1 


amazing news, which (as it often hap- 
pens) was 4s near the truth as it was far 
trom appearance : But as age had indued 
him with prudence, he, Ice 4 true /ta- 
lian (mother'd his reſentments, making 
a ſhew to the reporter, as if it were as far 
from his belief, as it was from truth or 
Iikehihood ; But imagine in the mean 
time what an aſſault this was to his jea- 
lous ſpirit : But according to the Cuſtom 
of the Nobility, who deſpiſe the ordina- 
ry proceeding of Juſtice, which they will 
render to themlielves by furious reven- 
goes; Cepoleon being hereupon reſolved, 
though quick enough both of ſight and 
hearing, ſeemed to be both deaf and 
blind, nay more than that, inſenſible of 
this affront, giving out, 7 hat he would not 
engage his Honour upon the depoſition of « 
Pillain, who ſtrove to ſave himſelf by accu- 
fing his Maſter , and who like one that is 4 
drowning, catched indifferently at all he ſaw, 
er what ever he thought might be inflrumen- 


7al to hus ſafety, ...On 
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On the other ſide, {cimm, as if he had 
{worn his own Tuine (ir being no won- 
der that he who 1s once blinded ſtumbles 
at all that lyes 1n lis way, and proceeds 
from bad to worſe) atter having outra- 
ged, beaten, and abuſed his Servants, 
turned them all out of doors : they be- 
ing called for Witneſſes by the priſoner, 
their deſpight tor this injury made them 
eaſily conlent to tell the whole truth 
againſt their Maſter, which appearing 
by the conformity of their depoſitions, 
the priſoner was enlarged, and cleared 
of the attempt of robbing Capoleon's 
houſe, and as in War there are no Soul- 
diers kindlier recerved, than thoſe whote 
bad pay or worſe uſage forces them to 
change parties, their anger or apprehen- 
ſion of being taken and puniſh'd as Tray- 
tors, making them doubiy bold and de- 
iperate ; ſo Capoleoningent ous in ſearch- 
ing into the original of his Evils, by fair 
words, and ample promules, drew from 
theſe ſhamefully injur'd Servants, a per- 
te declaration of all the moſt ſubtle and 
fecret of Alcimus his Contrivances, Thi: 
was Alcimus the Artiſan of his own mii: 
fortune, and the ruiner of his owa 30- 
jects, which he maniteſted by the 12: 
Aa 3 ndu- 
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induftrics by which he thought to con- 
ecal them, like the Hare, which declares 
the nezrnits of her end by her often dou- 
bling. 

But Cazofcon now by many circum- | 
ftances, aflured of that which he betore 
did but conjecture, no longer queſtioned 
the lois of his Honour, and the diſloyalty 
of his Wite, but ſtudied how to repair 
it by a memorable Vengeance , which 
ſhould terve for an example to all poſte- 
rity. To this end, making no ſhew of 
being oftended, and at the fame time 
Kceming, Icls jealous than ever ot /anno- 
22, and letting the Judge know (who he 
knew would {oon advertiſe /{coms)that 
he did not in the leaſt fuſpedt his Wites 
Integrity, believing his own experience 
{ooner than the depoſitions of a Rogue ; 
i07 would he ever believe that fo noble 
436 brave a perion as .Lcimmns ſhould en- 
terpr'ze to unworthy an action as the 
robbing of his houſe, or attempting the 
Chaſtity of his Wite, he by this means 
connrimed / anzoza againlt all tear ofpu- 
atuhment, who gave an exact accompt of 
all theſe pailages to Icimns, who on his 
Hart did the like to her of all he knew. 
ze{t ſhe ſhould let her {cit be betray'd to 
a CON- 
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- a confeſſion by furious threats or deceit- 
_. fulpromiſes, mingled with the falſe Ca- 
_ refles of Capolcon, fo that ſtrengthening 
| - one another in their miſchievous a&1- 


m- |» ons, they umagincd that they had walked 
"Tre in Clouds hitherto, and feared not bur 
ed totind means to do lo for the future, Ca- 
Ity polo thus Cajoling his Wite as treachc- 
1ir _ roully, as ſhe Careſſed him deceitiully,do 
ch by their reciprocal diſhimulation 11]u- 
'C- ſtrate the truth of the Wile Man's ſaying, 
of Ay Son, thoſe who flatter thee, are they that 
Ne dointendto betray thee. Fraud 1s an 1n- 


0- |, Poiſoned potion, which firſt begets a 
ie * Vertigo, and then a mortal Lethargick 


at ſlumber, which tecurely luls us into de- 
2'S ſtruction. 

"© Capoleon all this while was pitching 
+ | his inares to entrap the prey, which 
e ſhould make an ample ſatisfaction to his 
- | vengeance. Hz lets more Spyecs on work 
e than -/reus had Eyes : he gives his Wie 
ee mere lizerty thin ever, imitating the 
3 ) Gaoler, who inihe morning puts thuſe 
- | Priſoners into 2 plevant Garden by #.1s 
f | Prifon,whoat night mult upon a Sce:tt »d 
lerve for a Tr2gique ipectacle; or the 


Butchers, who gently ftroaik ard ciaw 
thoſe Beaſts which they are about ro 
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knock down and kill: Thus a dead Rtill- 

neſs precedes an Earthquake , but while 
our unskilful Mariners thought the ſtorm 
was blown over their heads, the clouds 
were thickening for a Tempeſt which 
they were ſhortly to hear ſinging through 
their Ears, which were now ſhut againft 
whatſoever ſeemed to obſtruct their new 
deſigns. The difficulty of the a1on did 
the more inflame Alcimrrs his Paſhon, 
who now became the more amorous of 
/4un0za, the harder it was to enjoy her : 
The commerce with bad Women having 
this Similitude with Mounte tn, whole 
flames grow fiercer by the Rain which» 
extinguiſheth others, and Scorpion-like, 
they can ſhoot that ſting which nothing 
can cure but a Medicine extracted from 
their own bodies. But it this fire be fo 
:MPer10us 1n the green Tree, what 1s it 
in the dry ? I mean in the feeble ſpirit of 
/anmza, whole flames raged lo much 
the fiercer, by how much ſhe had the lets 
ſtrength to refit them, 

Theſe workers of iniquity begunagain 
to weave a Net for their own deſtruction, 
for which they found no thread fitter 
than their old one of Father Siaplicins, for 
Yannoza(hiving no other door of liberty 
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openbut that of theChurch,never ſtirring 
out but under the pretext of Devotion, 
whereby ſhe found means to ſignifie her 


mind to her Gallant by thole pretended- 


ly holy characters) went preſently after 
this unhappy uproar to this good Father, 
to diſcover to him the imaginary attempt 
of the Robbers, in the faſhion which ſhe 
judged molt proper to give a colour to 
her juſtification. This well-meaning 
Religious Father, who had taken the 
common report for truth, (a report as 
favourable to lcimns as he could deſire 
tor the covering of his Theit, which was 
of far greater concernment than what 
had been imagined) was much ſurprized 
when he heard from the mouth of /ax- 
02a, That he who fixed this ladder did 
it with a deſign to attack the impregna- 
ble Fort of her Chaſtity , and that the 
Robber was no other than Alcimus ac- 
companied by his Servants,one of which 
being taken, had diſcovered all the de-_ 
ſign unto the Court of Juſtice, and whoſe 
depoſitions had been confirmed by the 
/ agen ofhis Companions ; and with- 
al.renewing her Plaints againſt this Gen- 
tleman, as one whoſe often repulſes had 
rendred deſperate, and who by that 
a= means 
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means was come to this extremity, 
which was an injury tor which no earth- 
ly puniſhment was great enough. addzrg, 
That tor ail this, God had been 1o merci- 
tul unto him, tht Czpolcoz's Heart was 
not thereby tid with any {uſpition or 
rage, and thar notwithſtanding his for- 
mer Jealouſies,which time and her Pious 
Endeavours had now welt near eftaced, 
he was now mor2 inclined to hold the 
Servants Accuiation for falle, than to 
1magne that the Miſter could admit of 


Y 


19 baile and unyorthy a defign, 


Sinlicins knew not what to anſwer 
hereunto, onely, 7 hat her ſuſpitions might 
be true, but yet that it was poſſible for them 
to be falſe, ſince Fear has the properiy to 
make us eaſi:y believe ill of thoſe we miſtruſt, 
as love makes us ever think well of thoſe we 
affect : but yet it was neceſſary to be well 
informed before we condemn, for fear of 
paſſing a raſh Judgment, Promiſing her 
withal to uſe his utmoſt endeavour to 
treeher from this trouble, and the op- 
preſſion of her frantick purſuer ; and 
comforting her the beſt he could, he dil- 
miſt her with a bleſſing. 

Alcimius betaking himielt to the farne 
Aſpum, 
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Aſylum, came to excule himleli to this 
good Father, and to make proteſtations 
of bis Innocence, taking the common 
Report tor hs Vinaication, alledging, 
Thirt the voice vi the People and of ma- 
ny waters, was that of God : and withal 
inveighing againit the treachery of 
his Servants, who to bring one of their 
Comrades out of Priſon, had conſpired 
2ga10{t his Honour, to fave themlelves 
under the thelter of 1s authority, 


Simplicius replyed, That he had really 


been of this perſwaſion, and that he had an- 
ſwered the ſame to the continual ſuſp/t ions 
and ordinary Complaints of Vannorza, ho 
aatly buzzed in his ears her ſuſpitions of 
theſe paſſages for realities, 


Alcimus,who deſired nothing more than 
2 Perſonal Conference with this Lady, 
proteſted to him, 7 hat in his preſence he 
could bring her to confeſs that her opiniazs 
was as falſe as the contrary was true ; being 
now perfectly cured of the impreſſions 
that her Beauty had ftruck into his Soul. 
By this means they were ſo {ubtilly 
wicked as to diſcover their Minds be- 
fore this good Father, but ina Language 

which 


+ 4 
% 4 . 
. þ 2, 


12 Akimwand Lib 


which he underſtood not ; theſe bein 
of thoſe deceitful lips which the Pal 
_ {peaks of, that ſpoke with a heart and 
« heart, And thus by the charitable 1in- 
terpoſition of this Ptous Man, whoſe zeal 
they abuſed with as much Impiety as 
Impudence, they both by word and wri- 
ting renewed their former intercourles, 
and what was more horribly wicked, in 
thoſe holy places, adding to the reft the 
abuſe of thoſe Sxcraments , which if 
rightly uſed are the ſeal of Salvation, but 
by dit means the inſtruments of in{up- 
portable damnation, from that Eternal 
God, to whom nat only the Intelligences 
which rule the World do bow, but even 
the Internal Powers tremble. O extre- 
mity of hard-heartedneſs, and more than 
Diabolical iniquity ! Capoleon, who had 
always his Sentinels ſet, watching the 
aeportments of his immodeſt Wife, and 
the means to draw her into the ſnares he 
had pitched, was advertiſed of all theſe 
proceedings, and being informed that 
ſhe was oftcn in Confeſſions with S;m- 
plicins, *x here lcimns {till came as to 
Conteſſion, and where they had lon 

diſcourſes together , this Man hob 
Jealouſie was even encreaſed to a frenzy, 
jen medita- 
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\. meditating nothing elle but vengeance, 
took it for granted that this Father was 
| anaccomplice of his Wife's wickedneſs, 
- his ſpirit being now open to the moſt 
horrible and worſt imprefiions, His 
juſpitions redoubled by the Vilits which 
Simplicins made to his Penitent in his 
ffoulſe, to alleviate the aMiRtious of {p1- 
rit which ſcemingly tormented her,even 
to deſpair, cauſed as well by lcimws his 
deportments, as by the jealouſies of her 
ſuſpitious Husband , all which were bur 
[0. many inventions to cloak her ſublime 
{ubtlety. Theſe well-meaning Viſits of 
Simplicius in Capoeon's houſe were not 
without ſome ſhort remonſtrances to the 
Old man ; not lightly to believe the ru- 
mours of the Town, the reports of Lac- 
queys and ſuch looſe kind of people, 
whole only deſign was to advance them- 
lelves by flattery, at the expence of an- 
other's reputation, and to work their 
own credit by the defamation of the 
moſt virtuous perſons, This added 
ſtrength to his Jealouſie, and ſaſpition of 
Simpliciss, whom he hereby concluded to 
be one of the parties, and thereby wor- 
thy to be included in their punyhment. 
And thus by a miſ-intelligence of what 

Was 
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was {Poon in fncerity, ts Poor 1nno- 
cent Monk was mark d out jor deftructi- 
ON a1Nongiht EC ret. 

My I: itt to finith the recital of ſo ma- 
py horrible En will make me {lip 
morc ſlightly cy CP I33LLY Gi the malici- 
ous indiftrics wx hich Satan by NT to 
thele his devoted ſervants, to Plunge 
them hrit into their filthy pleatures, and 
laitly 1ntoEternal deſtruction, 

The Poets am0ngit their many 12D. 
105 inventions, metamor vhoiſe not their 
g00s into 10 many ſhapes, as ACM 
took to encounter his Yanzoza . tor 5: 
1t he had abtolutely took upon him thc 
grey of a Comedian, there was ni 

Ort of habit which he made But ute o! $-: 
rl or {peak to her, who had wholly tran; 
formed him from what he was before : 
which was the more calle tor hun to ac- 
complith, ſince Capo/cop had now laid thy 
reins on their necks, whom he fry run- 
ing headlong to a Precipice. She uw otit 
and came whither ſhe pleaſed, and thay 
without the company ot her Mother,and 
Altimis daily faw her under Pretexts 
and different ſhives ; In Monaſterics an 
Churches in a Religious habit ; Other- 
whilcs in Churches he convers'd with 
ner 
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| her in the habit of a veiled Woman, It 
he walk 1n Gardens, he becomes Gardi- 
| ner, ſometimes accoſting ner as a Beg- 
| gar ; ſometimes as an Artilan, a ſeller 
| of Wares, a Waiing-Woman , a Kin{- 


woman, and divers other ways, his tace 
being ft1ll diſguiied and ſuited to his 1e- 
veral habits, by which means he decei- 
ved Pannoza's tollowers, who were ſo 
many Guards and Spies upon her actions, 
to make report unto her Husband of all 
her paſſages, turns and conferences: I 
vw1ll a little cxpatiate upon one ot his re- 
fined ſubtleties, whereby the ſharpnels 
of his invention ſeemed to triumph over 
that of Yaunoza, Walking one day toa 
nc:ghbouring Church,accompanied one. 
iy by one of her Maids, ſhe was (feem- 
ngly) accidentally almoſt covered over 
with dirty Water which was caſt out of 
2 Window. which dchled all her clothes 
n a ſhameful manner, and ſuddainly a 
Woman, whom ſhe knew not, appeared 
at the Door to excuſe the mil-hap, ſeem- 
ing to be inexpreſhibly ſorry, and ofter- 
ing her hcr Houle, her Chamber, and the 
choice of all her Clothes to make her re- 
paration for this heedlets injury.: Theſe 
Excules for an Afront ſeerungly unpre- 
meditated, 
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meditated,appeaſed /4annozu's anger,and 
the preſent neceſſity of avoiding the dif. 
grace and laughter of the people, con- 
{trained her to enter into this offer'd 
Lodging ; where ſhe was no ſooner ad- 
mitted, but ſending home her Maid for 
other Clothes, ſhe being left alone, ci- 
mus preſently appeared.and let her know, 
That it was he who had invented this 
Device, which he termed a Gallantry, 
(unhappy that he was, thus to glory in 
his Crime, and rejoyce in his Confuſion) 
to enjoy her with the greater freedom. 


See the deep ſubtlety that's here expreſl, 
£116 by this one att juage of all the refs. 


It formerly the excellency ofa Painter 
appeared, in a line dire&, ſtreight, ſlen- 
der, and almoſt imperceptible ; Judge 
whether by this unthought of Artifce, 
Alciimus did not maniteſt himſelf a good 
proficient in the School of Yaxzozs's 
ſubtlety. But finally,as if they had been 
weary of living longer amidſt theſe con- 
ſtraints, they conſulted how to let them- 
{elvesat large 1n the fields of wickedneſs, 
by the aſſiſtance of truſty perſons: To 
wich end /annozs thought it moſt an 

terial 
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1d B terial to endeavour to make her Sentinels 


| and Gaolers inſtrumental to her deſign, 
| {o that finally after many Artifices and 
| Caretles, having dazzled the eyes of two 
| of her attendants, with a Metal almoſt 
| as ſparkling as the Sun that makes it, 
| and by the rayes of a Thouſand promi- 
les, he exacted from them the vows of 
a faithleſs fidelity, bound with ſuch ſo- 
lemn Oaths, that their horrour pre{aged 
their breach and nullity , and conſe- 
quently ſhe declared to them her paſſion 
tor 2cimms, her ſecret intelligences,and 
the deſire ſhe had ro poſleſs him, and be 
poſſeſſed by him,with a greater treedom: 
Capoleon who before had theſe Matds his 
ftipendaries, had by one of them the 
door opened, which gave him a view of 
all thele dark proceedings. Irt 15 hard to 
judge whether it be more proper to call 
this ſervant 7 reacheroas or Faithful, tor 
it ſhe was peridious to her diſloyal Mt- 
ſtreſs, ſhe was faithful to ter Mafter, who 
had paid and appointed her to watch his 
honour: To ipeak more properly, let 
us term her a temale, and caſt upon her 

2x the fault of incapacity oi guarding a 
Secret, rather than to accuſe her of trea- 
chery., ſ{inge (as isto be ſuppoſed) making 
a pro- 
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a profeſſion of honeſty, belides incon 
ſtancy , ſhe further imitated the Sea 
which will not harbour a dead Carcaſ: 
or Carrion, (unleſs kept down by 
Weight) but vomiteth it out upon he! 
Shoars , A Secret in Woman being, like 
new Wine, which purgeth its ſelf, anc 
works out at the mouth of the Veſſel 
And indeed what reaſon had ſhe to keey 
faith with her, who had broken hers tc 
her Husband? Ir 1s the Receiver tha 
makes the Thief, and if there were no 
theſe Mediators, there would be fewe 
Adulteries. This Servant in accuſing 
the Treaſon of her Miſtriſs, muſt neceſf{; 
rily diſcover that of her Compamon 
and the cautelous Capoleon having dou 

bled her Salary, and made further prom! 
ſes of Golden Mountains, when he ha 
ſurprized the Delinquents, and accom 
pliſh'd his deſign, he was thereby hour] 
advertiſed of all the Words and Inte! 
courles of our two Lovers : and Capolec 
had ſo wholly won this Servant to h 
Prey. (whom we ſhall call adriana) th: 
ike a Coy-Duck ſhe ſerved him to dra' 

the reſt into the Net ; ſo that by her M 
ſter's order, cutting both ways, ſhe at 
commodated her ſelf to all the ws? 
Y 
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| her Miſtreſs, holding in ſeemingly with 


| her and her Loyer, but really with Capo- 
| eo, ſhe on all hands reaped a Golden 
| Harveſt: The other, (whom we will 
| call Ziſaraa) whether 1t were that ſhe 
naturally abhorr'd ſuch double dealing, 
' or whether ſhe feared that her report (as 
ſeemingly it would) ſhould be the occa- 
fon of blood and miſchief ; or were it 
| thatſhe took compaſſion of her Miſtrels, 
having a horrour of deceiving her who 
| had fo freely imparted a Secret to her, 
which imported no lefs than her life ; or 
| were it (which is molt likely) that the 
| ſtrongeſt Adamant attracted this Iron, 
| and that the double recompences of -2/- 
| «mus and Yarnoza joyned to the gale of 
| promiſes which filled the Sail of her de- 
fires, out-weighed the ſparing Salaries 
| of this penurious Old Man ; Which lo- 
| eyer of all thele was the Motive, ſhe 


| wholly quitted Capoleor's Party for the 


other of her Miſtreſles, and firmly em- 
| Larqued her ſelf amongſt all her Enter- 
- Prizes: But yet ſhe acting with more 
| fear and miſtruſt of Capolcon than her 
, Compaſſion did, ſh: faw (not without 
Eavy, the ordinary ditcale of feeble {p1- 
| Tits) her ſelf leſs intruſted and imploved 
Bb 2 than 
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than farians was, who behaved and (ui 
ted her felt with greater boldneſs ani 
coinplailance to all the impudeat deſign 
of her infamous Miſtreſs. 

Under the guidance of theſe two Stars 
nothing ſeemed impoſſible, nay nothin 
difficult to theſe two criminal Lover 
who railing Trophies to their Conqueſt 
ſeemed to lead Capoleon's Honour 1 
triumph ; and thought themlelves {o f: 
| Taiſed above fear, as Thunder and Ten 
peſts ſhould for the future be below the 
fact: Burt as Holophernes dulled wit 
the vapours of the Wine, and Siſera wi 
the Milk which they had plentiful 
ſucked in, were unſuſpectedly tranſm 
ted from the Brother to the Siſter, fro 
ſleep to death, by F#4ith and Fael, lo 0 
impenitent Offenders ſecurely ſleepi! 
amidſt the ſtupefa&ions of their ſins,d 
inſenſibly draw on their puniſhment 
thoſe means which they thought m 
conducing to a pleaſant and delicic 
life : They now proceeded with imp 
nity, and ſeemed now toglory in th 
crime, and colour their unlawful paſſi 
with ſome image of reaſon. 

Capoleon advertiſed by Adriana of 
their wickedneſs and mockeries, kept | 
patien 


Lib IV. V annoga. 


21 
matience, that like Vulean he might take 
them at his eaſe, and have his turn to 
hugh art their Tragical ſucceis ; Imagine 
but what flegme the enraged Capoleor 
muſt have to qualiftie ſo much choler,and 
how dexterouſly- he retired to make a 


greater leap, and deferr d his vengeance 
| toexecate 1t the more leverely ; all the 
| Letters which paſſed through -{ariana's 
| hands were communicated to him, by 
| which he underſtood all the motions of 
| this unhappy Cabal: Oft-times over- 
| come with rage and fury, he was on the 
| point of breaking out into a bloody exe- 
| cution ; but whether he thought the 
| fruit not yet ripe enough, whether he 


were not {ufficiently aſſured of his men 


who were to aſſiſt him in the action, 


whether God (the hour of Chaſtiſement 
of theſe execrable offenders being not yet 
come) withheld the arm of this Execu- 
tioner of his Juſtice, by moderating the 
Motions of his heart to attend the re- 
pentance of the Criminals : or whether, 
after the Mode of that Nation, he ſtaid 
for an opportunity to envelope 11 0ne& 
common rTuine all thoſe whom he 
thought Accomplices in this fa& : How- 
ever it were, he was reſtrained by ſomes 
Bb 3 ſecret 
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iecret caule, till one day (the meaſure 
of the ſins of theſe Sacrilegious Adulte- 
rers being now arrived to the height) 
after having provided himlelt of all 
things neceſlary, both of Men and Arms, 
he pretended to take a Journey about an 
Important Afﬀair which he had at aTown 


three days Journey from home. Now 


conſider by what follows, whether it 
were not high time for Capoleon to come 
to 4 conclution, ſeeing the extream mad- 
neſs, and laſt point of Villany to which 
theile two Criminals were now arrived ; 
tor as 1t 15 common with Adulterers,and 
eſpecially thoſe who have Sacriledge an- 
nexed, to draw on Homicides 1n the trair 
of their other vices, Alrimas and Yarn: 
24 earneſt of an unconftrained ow. 
cal enjoyment, were come to a reſolu: 
110n of ridding themſelves of the Old 
Man, either by Sword ot Poilon,to plair 
their way to a future Marriage. This 
Journey was laid hold on by /arnoza, a: 
a fit occaſion to perpetrate the Murthe! 
by Bravo's ({o they call the /falian Aſa 
ins) in ſore Wood or narrow paſſage 
under colour of Robbery. This Coun 
{el broached firſt by Zannoza, was readi: 
iy embraced by her Zaorrs, who fo! 


Money 
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| Money failed not of Men who under- 
| took to execute this Bloody Enterprize : 
| /annoza had divers times attempted the 
t courage of her Maid,to {]ip ſome poylon 
' into Capoleon's Meat or Wine, but L7ſard: 
| loth to envelope her ſelf in ſo deſperate 
| adeſign ; Adriana however more ſcem- 
| ingly compliant, preſently gave her Ma- 
| fter warning to avoid this intended mil - 
| chief, : | 
{ But now this Aſſaflinate being pro- 
| jected, broke off the other more dange- 
| rous deſign of poyloning, but (as if le- 
crecy were incompatible to that Sex) 
' Jannoza reveal'd it to Adriana, prailing 
'1t for an Heroick Action, and ſinging 
Songs of Triumph betore the Victory, 
Capoleon making preparation for his 
pretended Journey , -Zdriana amazedly 
came runmng to diſſwade him trom it, 
revealing the Conſpiracy that was made 
againſt him; to waom the craity Old 
Man to diſſipate her Fears, anſwered her, 
That he would conntermine them, and by 
taking the takers, mary all their Plots : En- 
couraging her to be faithful to him ; and 
ſo thanking her for her advice;he diimuſt 
Neb 
He had already cauſed all the Keys of 
Bb 4. bus 
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his houle to be counterfeited, to enter at 
what times he pleaſed, to take rhe Cri- 
minals in the a&t: Whereupon he ſet 
forwards 1n good equipage, and well at- 
tended, having under-hand given order 
that all his Wites ations ſhould be dili- 
gently watched, leaving one 1n truſt to 
learn of Adriant the news of her deport- 
ments: He bad fo long given /annoza 
her {wing, that he now ſeemed to be no 
longzr jealous. His Journey was lo well 
coloured, that there was no ſ{ubjec& left 
to ſuipectit, H2 was followed three or 
four miles by a Servant of -Lc:mms, tO 
fee what way he took: At the place 
where heDined he remained until night, 
and returned to the Town very late; 
where bing retired to a private houſe,he 
heard from Zdriaza thir his back was 
ha:dly turned when flcimns came to 
ſurnpiy his place 1n the habit of aJeweller 
Tne Night was 1n the middle of its 
courie, and duknels more then Cimme: 
r1n had over-i2>r:id the ſarface of rhe 
Errth and ©16 iweetnels of reſt and hea 
vineſ(s of fleep hid rendred the Conditior 
of moſt in the City little d:iFeren. in ap 
pearance :roin that of the dead ; wher 
Cqp0/comn >, Whole many deligns anc 
FaAEVlM7EmjmRvnoa _ 
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| thoughts had bereaved him of repoſe, 
' covered with a Coat of Male, and Head= 
piece, and armed wirh Piitols, Poniards 
| and Sword, accompanied by ſix men, 
{ ſome of them his Servants, and others 
| Bravos, compleatly armed, and reſolved 
to execute Capoleon's vengeance, with lo 
much the more boldneis, by how much 
it /eemed more juſt and reaſonable, and 
therefore they leſs ſubjc& ro the fear of 
ſcandal or of puniſhment, came to the 
houle with the falle Keys we lately men- 
tioned, arriving without noiſe to Fan- 
2024's B:d-Chamber, who had admicted 
Alcimns 1nto her Husband's Bed, wv here 
they lay ſoundly {leeping 1n the clo:e em- 
braces of one another. The door being 
bolted on the 1in-ſide, he knocked at it 
like a Maſter, and as one refolved to en- 
ter by fair means or foul, and that ſpee- 
dily, being then unable to [uppreſs the 
movements of his Paſton, to counter- 
feit his voice, or moderate his Anger. 
What caſe Yannoza was in when thus 
ſuddainly awaked, I leave it to the Rea- 
der to imagine, hearing the eager and 
angry ſound ofher Husband s voice. who 
thusſurprized her betwixt the Arms ot 
a man, who together with her haa not 
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only robb'd him of his Honour, but con- 
{pired againft his life : A thouſand ter- 
rours ſerz,d her in a moment; the tears 
of death, and danger of Hell environed 
her, fo that it bereaved her of all uſage 
of Reaſon or diſcourſe , as thoſe whom a 
Wolte had got the firſt ſight of: The 
two Maids which flept in the Wardrobe 
being awaked with the noiſe, Z7ſarde 
was almoſt dead with fear ; but that of 
Adriana was only counterfeit,becaule ſhe 
kept intelligence with that party,though 
the thoughts of the ſucceeding Execu- 
tion could not but make her tremble: 
She roſe, and ſoftly ask'd her Miſtreſs 
HFVhat ſhe did intend to do ? Who being 
with fear almoſt as much ſtupified as ſhe 
that was turned into a Pillar of Salt for 
looking back upon her flaming City, an- 
iwered her not a word. What fay{t 
thou *Mcimns in this preſſing neceſſity, 
or to whom wilt thou betake thy ſelf? 
O how true is the Saying of an Ancient 
Roman Hiſtorian ! That when the hana of 
Deſtiny layes hold oz a man's Collar, he be- 
comes even ſtupified, his Senſes taken from 
him, and as if he were fetter d with invi- 
fible Chains ; he has neither Courage to at- 
zacque his Enemy, nor to defend himelf, - 
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feet ty fige. At leaſt ye defiled Souls, ſince 
you are deprived of all hope of eſcaping a 
Temporal death , think of preſerving your 
ſelves from an Eternal one, 

Now think of your Salvation at this point 
of extremity, this precious moment, manage 
with a hearty deſire and anfeioned repen- 
tance your reconciliation with the Father 
of Mercies. who bath promiſed graciouſly to 
receive ſinner: as 1hat hour fever they 
heartily repez;: But C Lord! how juſt art 
thou ! and how much cquity accompanies thy 
Tudements, And how true is that ſaying 
of one of thy Saints, 7 hat it i reaſonable he 
ſhould forget himſelf in dying , who living 


never had azy remembrance of thee, 


During this mute confultation , and 
fix'd relolution, they beat fill more 
rudely at the Door , calling, (wearing, 
curſing and threatning to break it down; 
which ſa daunted the ſpirit of Parnoza, 
ever till then ſo ſharp and ſubtile, that 
ſeeing her felt diſcover'd and betray d, 
and without other hope of fatety than 
what ſhe could gather from the deepeſt 
deſperation, knowing the impoſſibility 
of her Husband's pardoning this out- 
rage, the took the firſt counſel that her 

deſpair 
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deſpair ſuggeſted, and which was 1nfu- 
{ed into her Soul by the Evil ſpirit, who 
like a Crow croaking after carrion, wat- 
ched for nothing but his prey ; for fee- 
ing arians going to open the Door, 
the leap'd qut of the Bed, and opening a 
Window which look'd into the Garden, 
ſhe caſt her {elf violently down, where 
lighting _— 2 graven Eftigies of ſtone, 
the broke her Skull in divers pieces, and 
her Brains were ſcattered all about , her 
Body almoſt battered to pieces, made 
paſſages enough for her adulterous, facri- 
legious and deſperate Soul to go to the 
place deſign'd for it ; but where, Iam too 

charitable to ſpeak my thoughts. 
Alcimus having entred the houſe 1n the 
habit of a Jeweller, had neither Sword 
nor Stick to defend himſelf ; all that he 
could do, ſzeing the door a opening, was 
to leap out of his Bed and exchange it for 
a Cloſet, where he entred, and ſhut the 
Door after him , he opened the Window 
to fave himſelf that way, by another leap 
like that of Yazzoza, and to precipitate 
himſelf into death by running from it: 
But this proved no door of ſafety to him, 
it being treilliiſſed with Barrs of Iron ; 
for his defence he found nothing but 
Looking- 
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Looking-Glaſſes, Powders, Perfumes,and 
{uch like toys which Yaxnoza had uſed 
either to augment her Beauty, or repair 
its defaults , theſe had been the ſparks 
that had help'd to raiſe ſuch a flame in 
this young man's Soul, but now thoſe 
Odours only could ſerve to help to Em- 
balm his Body ; For notwithſtanding all 
the reſiſtance he could make, Capoleon 
and his followers ſoon entred into the 
Chamber, and ſeeing /arzoze dilpatch- 
ed by her Fall, and knowing from Adria- 
za that lcimus was ſhut into the Cabi- 
net, the door was quickly torced open, 
and the young Cavalier being only in his 
ſhirt, ſoon found: himſelf pierced 1n di- 
vers places of his Body, and conſtraiad 
to yield unto the mercy of his Enemy ; 
who, like the cruel 7 zberias, would not 
ipeed him too ſuddainly, leaſt he ſhould 
thereby deprive himſelfof the pleaſure of 
Revenge, and therefore would ftiretch 
his Torments by the prolongation of his 
Life , He dragg d him into the Chamber, 
and threw him on the Bed, which he 1o 
lately had unhappily polluted, to uſe him 
as they do thoſe Robbers , whom they 
execute upon the place where they acre 
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their Villanies : Fear ſo ſeized on Aaria- 
24 that ſhe run to hide herſelf, though 
ſhe had no cauſe to fear for that tor 
which ſhe expected a Reward : Zi{arda 
cried out Murther , deſpairing ot her 
Life, but was laid hold on all undreſt by 
Capoleon, who ſacrific'd her to his tury 
before lcimys his face, charging her 
with as many ſtabs as injurious words, 
letting. out her Soul and Blood together 
upon the ſpot : lcimus then might lee 
before his eyes the cruelties and tor- 
ments they prepared for him to ſuffer, 
the report of which ſtrikes a trembling 
and horrour into me, like one who looks 
on aftrightful wounds. Capoleor to com- 
pleat his revenge, he ſent a Meſſenger 
ipeedily to the Monaſtery where Simpli- 
£12 reſided, to beleech him to come to 
his Wife, who was upon the point of 
death by a Catarre, but deſired to con- 
feſs her {elf to him before fhe expired : 
This good Father arofe with all imagina- 
ble ſpeed , preſſed forwards by a Holy 
Charity , which cauſes a lighting and 
neglect of reſt to run to the ſuccour of 
Souls and ſervice of our Neighbour, 
pripcipally in fuch urgent occaſions of 

{udgain 
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ſuddain death, where the leaſt delay is 
inexculable : He took to accompany him 
the firſt Brother of the Covent that he 
met, and fo run with all the haſte ima- 
ya to a miſchief unjuſtly prepared 
or his Innocency : He was no ſooner 
entred the Chamber where Capoleon was 
tormenting -Lc/mm, but this enraged 
old Man leaping on him like a Fury, 
went to ſtab his Dagger into his breaſt, 
but Nature forcing him to lift up his 
Arm, he thereby ſaved his heart, took 
the Stab there, which was followed by 
another in his ſhoulder : finally, he was 
going to follow thoſe with as many as 
ſhould be more than enough to let out 
his harmleſs Sonl, if his barbarity had 
not withheld his Arm, to bathe himſelt 
in the pleaſure of his ſufferings, as he 
had done in thoſe of the wretched Act- 
2s, who lying ſtretch't upon the Bed, 
endured far worſe Convulſions than # 
Woman in her Travel. The other Re- 
ligious Brother who accompanied him, 
was detained below by the other blood- 
hounds, who abuſed him with blows and 
injuries, which I dare not, nay cannot 
report, no more than thoſe which were 
vomited by Capoleon againſt Simplicits : 

'Iraytor, 
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Traytor, Sacrilegious,Execrable, worthy 
of thoutands of flames, were the flowers 
of his Rhetorick ; as tor the other v1l- 
lanous and filthy words, I have no deſign 
here to regiſter them. 

There needs a more Eloquent Orator 
than I to expreſs the aſtoniſhment of 
good Simplicius, who coming to aflift this 
Penitent 1n a holy death, found himſelf 
betray'd to an undelerved one. He was 
then hardly thoroughly awaked , and 
was of a firm opinion that he was {till 
ſound aſleep, and all that heſaw and felt 
paiſs'd but for a dream , but at laſt his 
Wounds ſo brought him to himlelt, that 
he was too ſure that he was fully awa- 
ked. Alimus heavily lifting up his eye- 
I1ds, all drench't and bathed 1n tears and 
blood, and ſeeing this new dreadful ſpe- 
Qacle, and hearing a broken and lan- 
ouiſhing voice, Alas ( ſaid he with a 
mournful tone) my Father, to what abyſs 
of miſchiefs have my inquities plunged you. 
And turning his tace towards Capoleos, 
Si7aenr (purſued he) *tis ozely againſt me 
you ought to turn the point of your weapons, 
and not upon this Innocent ; it u 7 only that 
am culpable, and of whom alone you ſhould 
*«be juſt vengeance, which can never be # 
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crael as my wickedneſs deſerves ; bat ins- 
brew not your hanas in the blood of the juſt, 
wich God will be ſure to require at your 
hapds, ani exatt from you a Yigorous ac- 
compt of. Lt us 1 alone have ſinned, and 
aeceived and abusd him; and if jou pleaſe 
to give me but one moments andieze, {nl 
tell you in ſhort the truth of the »vho!e |ro- 
ceeding ; 7 ampoeing to dye, and weither ex- 
 pett or defire paraor from God, if 7 lye or 

uſe any aifeutſement of the truth, Then 
taking Capoleon's filence for content, he 
laid open, as well as his throbs and pangs 
would {utter him, that which we have 
recounted of Pannoza's Artifices and his 
own, to defile the bed and betray the 
honour of Capolcon: adding thereunto 
many other particularitics, (moit of 
which uv e have already recited)but with 
what brevity he could, his condition not 
admitting of a long dilcourte. 

He made this publick and iviemn Con- 
feſhon with ſo much repentance and 
contrition.that his heart ſeemed to cleave 
2ſunder with ſighs, which broke out as 
faſt as the blood guihed from his mouth, 
and his eyes boyling over with tears as 
fiſt as the blood bubbled from h1s gaitly 
"Wounds: How many pardons did he beg 
Eq ot 
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of God, and of Capoleon,, deteſting his 
faults, and abhorring his iniquities. O 
how many Lives could he have deſired, 
that he might expiate his crimes by as 
many deaths! animating Capo/eoz to take 
all the revenges of him he could deſire, 
by the longeſt and moſt exquiſite tor- 
ments he could invent : He abſolutely 
cleared S1mplicins of the Crime,and made 
his Innocence unqueſtionably apparent ; 
which made Capoleor {ee the injuſtice of 
his Cruelty to him ; who thereupon or- 
dered his Wounds to be bound up, and 
in the next place ient to know certainly 
the condition of his Wite , which vex'd 
him to the Soul when he was aſſured 
that her death had mock'd his Cruelty, 
and robb'd him of a more ſevere revenge. 
Before Simplicins was retired from this 
Bloody Spectacle, /lcimus making the 
ſtrongeſt of his weak efforts,rouled him- 
felt upon the ground, and fo proſtrate 
begged of Capoleon, who held his Swords 
point bent 2gainſt his Throat, 7o have 
pity of his Soul. thongh not of his Bogy, and 
to content himſelf with his Temporal death, 
ana uot ſtretch his hatred to Eternity, but to 
permit him to receive Abſo!ation from S1m- 
plicius his haxds : Which the Cruel Capo- 
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cou would have denyed him, (fo far did 
his rage tranſport him) had not the in- 
jured S72pliczas prevented him, by ftep- 
ing to him, and in this laſt extremity ma- 
king him give the beſt teſtimony he 
could of his Contrition ; and thereupon 
g1ving him his loſt /iaticum. 

The words which -1c:mzs. ipake to 
him, ſeeing him depart, and leave him 
as a prey to his inhumane Enemy, were 
{uthcient to breed Pity 1n the intenſible 
Rocks,or 1n the Waves themlelves.which 
all hold inexorable ; but this bloody Ty- 
ger growing {till more furious at this 
Mournful Muſick , conſulted with his 
Afiſtants which environed him, in what 
manner they ſhould torment him, tro 
make his death more ſenſibly painful ; 
He commanded a fire to be hghted, to 
bura him by degrees, and laying himin 
the heat of the flames, had nor the pa. 
Lience to let the Element (chough mer- 
Cileis enough) have the ſole management 
of his vengeance, he therefore begun 
with him as the Crow does with Car- 
r10n, by firſt barbaroully digging out his 
Eyes; and in the next place with his 
Sword made him an Eunuch . (for that 
is the modeſteſt name I can put upon ſo 
EC 2 vile 
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vile an action) He then cut off the tips of 
his Fingers and Toes, and after that his 
Nole, Lips, and Ears, all which the poor 
Patient {uffered with a Patience and Con- 
{tancy that ſurmounted all imagination, 
continually invoking the holy Name of 
Jeſus, from whom alone he expected 
Salvation. 

His cruel Tormentor continuing his 
Revenge, pierced his Legs, Arms and 
Sides 1n many places, and then applyed 
burning Torches to the Wounds, no- 
thing could (often the Cruelty oithis en- 
raged Old man, his very Attendants, 
people void of humanity, could no lon- 
ger endure rhe ſight of this Barbarity, 
but conjured him to give him the Stab of 
grace, thatis to ſay, to pierce his heart. 
and diipatch and irce him from his mi- 
jery . otherwile that they ſhould be con- 
ſtraintd to co him that miſerable courte- 
fie : At laſt when this wretched body 
opened in {5 many places, and caſting 
out blyud on ail fides, remained with- 
out pul:;e or mot10n, end was ready to 
bre2the our the 11} figh of its expiring 
breach, with a fzins and languiſhing voice, 
making his Ia't invocation of merc 
from his Redeemer, Capolcon then fear- 


ing 
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ing that he had eſcaped his cruelty, ſud- 
dainly ript up his Breaſt, ſnatch'd out his 
Heart and threw it in his face, as they do 
in Zzg/azd with their Traytors. And 
thus expired the unhappy iimmas, drawn 
ike an Ox to the {laughter by a wicked 
Woman, (to ule the Wile Man's ſaying) 
naving ſcarce body enough to contain 
the Wounds which the Old Man made 
there ; who would laſtly have thrown 
his mangled Body into the fire, had he 
not been reſtrained by a delire to expoſe 
to the Peoples view thele Three Bodies 
which he had ſacrificed to his rage. 
 Simplicius having leen rhe bruiled Bo- 
dy of Pannyza, filled with horrour and 
altoniſhment, to avoid turther danger of 
Injuries and abuſes, fled as ſpeedily as he 
could with his Companion to the Con- 
vent, to ſecure themſelves, and to look 
after the cure of his Wounds : The alarm 
was there in an inſtant taken, and from 
thence eccchoed through the City : -4- 
rora had ſcarce begun to peep our of her 
Obſcure bed, but (erzed with horrour at 
at the fight of fo much blood which 
ipurted in her face as ſhe peep d 1nto the 
Chamber, the would willingly have re- 
turned to her lodging, being almoit 
Ce 4 afraid 
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afraid to diſcover to the approaching 
Sun fo Bloody and ſo Tragical a-Spe- 
Qacle: Finally, the day beginning to 
diſcover the colour of things, the Street ' 
was fili'd with people, Capoleon's Door 
was beſteged by the Crowd, every one 
flocking to know what had paſſed : Ca- 
polcon bold and hardy as a right Murther- 
er ., and one that knew the Laws and 
*Juſtice, by the Cuſtome of that City, 
bended towards his fide, fearleſly at- 
tended the arrival of the Officers , to 
whoſe Eyes he expoſed thoſe Maſlacred 
bodies, which he with fire and Sword 
had fo inhumanly mangled. It his ſeve- 
TIty were acculed by ſome, his cruelty 
was as much condemned by others, eve- 
Ty one judging of the action according to 
their divers ſentiments ; but he having 
brought evident proofs of the adultery 
and Sacriledge of {/cimmns and his Wife, 
and the treachery of his Maid Zifaraa, 
who had been coniederate in their crime, 
the Murthered remained dead without 
poſhbility of being revenged, and Capo- 
{con iree without fear of punithment, 
having onely anticipated the reward of 
their Crimes, and prevented the hand 
of Juſtice: But becauſe that in the City 
where this Tragick Adventure mo 

ed, 
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ed, the Eccleliaſtick bear a great ſway, 
the Wounds of Simplicivs, and the un- 
worthy uſage of the Religious Brother 
that accompanied him, cauſed him to be 
confined to his houle, till there were a 
better information made of the proceed- 
INgs. | 
"This good and truly Religious Father 
reſolved to preterve his wonted Paticnce, 
and readineſs to pardon Offences, and 
therefore formed no Procels againſt Ca- 
potzon, but contrarily exculed him all he 
could, alledging the ſtrong ſuſpition he 
had of him, tiil cleared by lcimwus his 
Confeſſion : Notwithſtanding which, 
thole Miniſters .of Juſtice though they 
ablolved Capoleon of the principal Mur- 
ther, yet were relolved to proſecute him 
to th? utmoſt for this 1nconſiderate 
Wounding of Simplicins; And though 
Simplicius eryed out, 7 hat he required no 
farther ſatisfaftion for his wrongs, yet the 
Fiſcal leaving his particular Concern, 
undertook the Publick one of the whole 
Church, which was abusd and wronged 
in this injury of one of its Members, who 
was.not {o much troubled at his unjuit 
Wounding, as that they ſhould envy 
him the glory of Martyrdome , being 
© Cc 4 willing 
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willing to ſuffer tar more than he had 
hitherto done in the cauſe of Piety and 
Juitice, 

This Alarm rouzed up Capoleon, who 
thereupon thought it moſt convenient 
and healthiul co go take a little Country- 
Air, hoping to find more ſecurity 1n a 
j1::dain flight, than 10 a dangerous de- 
lai, and make Is Accord the belt at a 
atitance, 

But in the mean time the Town was 
in a Commotion and an Uproar , for the 
Parents of -{/c/9m and thole of /annoza 
were reſolved not to put up ſo 1rrepair- 
able wrongs, as were the inhumane but- 
chery of their Children, but were deter- 
mined to bathe their injuries, and waſh 
off the diſgrace of their Families 1n the 
blood of the Cruel Capoleoz, a Remedy 
worſe than the Diſeaſe. This makes me 
admire the frailty of humane Nature, 
which by an extream blindneſs in the 
execution of its diſordinate paſons,pro- 
ceecs frm bad to worſe , As if the death 
of C:29%on could render 4lcimus and 
F'4nn0za leis Sacrilegious or Adulterous; 
and as if by this Homicide they could 
eftace irreparable Infamy with which 


_* their Family was ſullied and diſgraced. 
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See here the paths and ways of revenge, 
which the blind actors account a reaſon- 
able reparation for the outrages they 
would puniſh. /azzoza's Parents with 
Money hire and ſet into the Field many 
Bravo's to ſearch out Capoleon 1n all pla- 
ces by Sea and Land, and to cut him in 
Pieces In what place ſoever they ſhould 
find him, and in the mean time they 
were lo tranſported with fury, that they 
made his City Houſe be fired, and ano- 
ther ſtately one which he had 1n the 
Countrey. - 

As for thoſe of liimus, ſeeing the 
Channel and Fountain ſtopp'd up by the 
death of their onely Son, which ſhould 
have tranſmitted their names unto po- 
ſterity, and they deprived of an Heir to 
their large Revenues, they reſolved to 
acquire one, and at the ſame time to a- 
tishe their revenge, an appetite more 
> and ſweet unto them, than life it 
ſelf. 

They had ſacrificed to a Cloyſter, 
partly by force, and partly by conſent, 
but however, involuntarily ( ſince the 
Will preſuppoſeth a free and ſponta- 
neous determination, without inductt« 
on or conſtraint ) a Daughter which 

Heaven 
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Heaven had beſtow'd on them, becauſe 
they thought her not fair enough, nor 
of a ready Wit, or accompliſhments fit 
for a ſecular lite : - And thus this poor 
Innocent had been dragg'd unto the Al- 
tar like a Victim, not without many te- 
{timonies of her reluctancy and contra- 
diction, but ſuch as appeared 1o little 
through the {motherings of her 1mpe- 
T10us Parents , that it no whit hindred 
her irom being firſt habited , and then 
profeisd a Nun: They leeing. them- 
ſelves without a male-Child, began to 
caſt their eyes upon this Female one, and 
perſwaded themſelves that they might 


declare her vows void, 2s having been 


violently extorted , They hoped by her 
to raiſe up living Pillars to ſupport their 
names, and to ſtrike lpark-which might 
again light up the cxtinguiſh't Torch of 
their poſterity : In order to this deſign, 
they choſe for-their-Son-1n-Law a young 
Gentleman, poor in the Goods of For- 
tune, but rich in thoſe of the Mind as 
well as Nobility, being of excellent en- 
dowments both of-Sou}:and Body, from 
him they promiſed themſelves all ſubmil- 


-fion, obedience, and ſervice : - But be- 


cauſe the defire of revenge was predo- 
mM1nant 
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minant 1n their breaſts above that of 
linage, they would have him enter 


through this Gate into their alliance, a 


Gate of blood, irom which no good ſuc- 
cels could be expected. - 


This young Gentleman's name was 
Zucio, who ſeeing himſelf accofted with 
jo advantageous a Propoſal, as that of 
eſpouling Polixena ( for lo they called 
Alcimius his Cloyſter d Siſter) a rich He1- 
rels, which witha little expence might 
be withdrawn from the Convent, 1t be- 
ing eaſe to prove that ſhe was forced th1- 
ther againſt her will, he preſently cloſed 
with them in all their Propoſitions, it 
being a fortune far ſurmounting all that 
he could hope for ; he neither enquired 
after the Beauty- nor Breeding of the 
Damlei, nor defired either to ſee or ſpeak 
to her, but willingly purchaſed this 
Merchandize without ever opening it ; 
ſo far was he dazzled with the ſparkling 
of her Riches, and the ſplendour of her 
Family. 

He conſented that the firſt Child pro- 
ceeding from this Marriage, ſhould bear 
the Name and Arms of the Houſe of 4/- 
cim45, Which he took for as great an ho- 
NOUT 
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nour to himſelt, as fatisfaction to them. | 
Finally, this young Cavalier would have 
bought this Michol at the price of an 
hundred heads ot Philiſiizes; 1o that 
Wis \ they had no ſooner propoſed to him the 
"1 price to be the lite of Capoleon, but he 
pO took them at their word, and ſtruck up 
the bargain, premiſing to take away the 
head of this Go/iah, were he ſtronger 
than a Gyant, and higher than a Moun- 
tain. 


You can from nothing him with-hc1d, 
1ho loves th ſacred bunger of Gola. 


So cryed the Poet, when he ſaw to what 
| extr1Vagancles men were prelis'd by the 
| Covetouſneſs of Goods, and tne defire 
| of Riches, But God from the higheſt 
Heavens laugheth at the folly which 
they call Prudence, and diſſipateth the 
j thoughts and counſels of their malicious 
hearts, hath in abomination ſuch bloody 

Treachery. 


Tuage thou,O God, their perverſe heart, 
Their wicked Counſels quite (ſubvert, 
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Let their deſigns ſucceſsleſs be , 
Their Actions are ſo deteſtable, 
Baniſh, and make them miſerable 


Hho have ſo oft provoked thee. 


Theſe words of Davz#d arc holy Oracles, 


and ſeem to be a Prophecy fitted to this 
[ubject. 


Zacio 15s permitted to viſit Polixena, 
who dilpleas'd with her proteſſion, was 
like a Bird, which ſought nothing but a 
paſſage from her Cage, ſhe was preſently 
inflamed with the love of Zzcie, who 
found her paſſable enough for a Wife, 
though like Ruth's Kinſman, he made 
more reckoning of the Inheritance than 
the Woman, 

The fire that had ſeized on this Vir- 
g1ns heart, did 1N a ſhort time make an 
incredibie progreſs, being ſerzed with 
impatience to be delivered from her pri- 
lon, and dil-intangled from her bonds, 
by a Diſpenlation, which they found 
more difficult to obtain rhan they at firſt 
imagined: Afﬀairs at Rowe have lead hang- 
ed on their feet,as well as moſt of theActs 
of Grace have at their Labels: Adding 

a; that 
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that in making of Diſpenſations, with- 
out wiſely ballancing,, they are turned 
to diſfipations ; and he that breaks down 
the hedge ſhall be bitten by the Serpent, (aith 
the Wile Man. ”— 


Whilſt they are making this purſuir, 
Lucio reſolves to execute the vengeance 
he was intruſted with. and render 1t lo 
memorable, that he ſhould thereby ſeem 
to merit the good fortune offer'd him. 
But it ſeldom happens that the ways and 
Counſels of blood-thirity men find ſuc- 
cels anſwerable to the pretenſions of 
thoſe that enterprize them ; to be ones 
own carver, is to ſtretch ones hand into 
the Maſter's diſh , and undertake that 
which God hath reſerved for himlelt, 
ſaying, 7o me vengeance belongs, azd 7 
will repay it , This 1s an ablolute breach of 
his Commandment, who hath not only 
commanded us to pardon the injuries 
and offences which are done us, but even 
to love the doers of them , and that we 
do good to thoſe that hurt and perſecute 
us. But to return to our diſcourſe where 
we left off. 


Capoleon having retired himſelf unto a 
Sove- 
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roger = where he was freed from 
| the purſuits of Juſtice from that where 
z | he had outraged Simplicins , for which 
1 | ole fault he was proſecuted ; the follici- 
tations and diligence of his Friends,joyn- 

| edtothe Prayers of good Simplicius, who 

> | became interceſſour tor him who had 


| ſocruelly uled him, brought the Fiſcal to 
) ſilence, and he was about to be recalled to 
his Countrey, there to enjoy the deſoia- 
tions of his ruin'd houſes, and ablolve 
| | himſelf of his Cruelty to the harmleſs 
- | Father, whom he then found as inno- 
| cent, as hear firſt thought him guilty. 
. | 
| Zxco had intelligence of the place of 
; | his retreat, where he had ſeveral Kin- 
; | dred and Acquaintance, and thither he 


followed him, but ſecing him well ac- 
| companied, and always upon his guard, 
| he thought it would be more advanta- 
\ | geous to his deſign, to make uſe of the 
| Fox hisskin,than of the Lyon's ; follow- 
ing this Maxime, 


1t matters not, ſo we revenged be, 
Fhether by valour, or by treachery. 


Upon this conſideration addreſſing 
him- 
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himſelf to Capoleoz, (who knew notling, 
of his projected Marriage with Polzxena, 
and much leſs miſtruſted his intended 
Treaſon) he offer'd him his ſervice, even 
to the proftering him Money (which 1s 
the higheſt worldly teſtimony ot triend- 
ſhip) 1t he needed it. Capolecon (though 
nothing be harder than to beguile an 
Old Man with words) believed by this 
Touch that the heart of this Gentleman 
was of true alloy, ſo that after a thou- 
land thanks, and as many protettations 
of his ſentiment of this obligation, he 
entred into a ſtrict friendſhip with him, 
believing his advice, and acceptiag his 
2ſſiſtance. But his Acquaintancze pro- 
ved like that of the green Ivy and an old 
Wall ; for this young Plant ſucking it's 
nouriſhment from the cement of the 
Wall, daes 1n a ſhort time bring it down 
to the ground, and yet receives no bene- 
fit thereby, remaining either buried in 
the runes which 1t cauſed, or creeping 
and dying on the ground without ſup- 
Port. 


Zucio to draw Capoleon irom among 
his Guards, that he might more eaſily 
work his Deſigns, gave him falſe advice 

how 
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how the Bravo's employed by anzo- 
24s Parents did at that inſtant narrow- 
ly watch him, but forgot to give him 
the true one of his being tor that pur- 
pole lent thither by thoſe of cine : 
Capoleon taking the Ajarm at this new 
Intelligence, and finding himielf not well 
ſecured in an Inn, did {as the Proverb 
jaith) put his purſe into the Thict s hand, 
and his life into that of his mortal Ene- 
my, who having oftcr'd him the ule of 
his Chamber, as a more fate retreat, 
which was in the houle of one of his 
Kindred, he with acknowledgments of 
lo fingular an obligation, willingly ac- 
cepred of the fatal courtelie. 


In the dead of the Night, whileſt his 
cares and troubles gave way to lleep, 
which had taken entire poſſeſſion of his 
Senſes, Zucio with the aſſiſtance of two 
Bravo's or Aſſaſſins he had brought 
along with him, bound him faſt with 
Cords, and having fnickled one about 
his Throat which might hinder him 
ſrom crying, and yet not ſtrangle him, 
he made him feel almoſt the very lame 
pains, and exercis'd upon him moſt of 
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the ſeli-ſame cruelties, which he had 


bragged to have inflicted on the mile- 
rable Llcimns, 


He that ſhall know the temper of the 
Nation which I ipeak of, will find theſe 
actions whoſe recital ſo much amazeth 
us, ſo familiar amongſt them, that they 
ſeldom take any revenge without ſome 


extraordinary Ciuelty in the pertfor- 
mance. 


Zacio leaving the Body pierced, hack d, 
and torn in a thouſand places, carried 
his Head and Heart to 4cimns his Pa- 
rents, who exerciſed upon them all that 
their rage and fury ſhould ſugge{t, The 
Mother, like a Savage Fury, planted her 
Teeth in the Heart, and rore che Eyes out 
of the Head,and maneling the reſt, threw 
It to the Dogs to be devoured: But 
who can imagine the multitude of Ca- 
reſſes, wit') which they entertained their 
intended Son-1in-Law, as if by this man's 
derth he had given rhem life. Their 
Paſſion being ſatiated with revenge, they 
could not content themſelves with their 
private ſatisfaction, but publiſh it, and 

(which 
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(which is worſe) glory in it, praiſing the 


 Murtherer, as having donea molt gene- 


Tous act, and bleſhng him with their 
greateit approbation ; in which they 
were feeonded by Yarnoza s Parents, 
who boaſted uf their having procured 
the burning of Capoleor's Houſes. Thus 
the wicked rejoyce 1n their Iniquity, and 
glory in their own contufion, 

Bur now their Diſtemper increaſed 
from a burning Feaver to a raging Fren- 
Z), for Polixena's Parents were not able 
to procure a Diſpenſation for their 
Daughter, becaulc they could not prove 
the violence done unto her, by any con- 
tradicti5n that h1d been on her part, and 
much le{s to obrzin an abolition of Zxcto's 
Crime, who was ſtritly protecuted by 
Capoleon's Heirs, (more diicreet than the 
others in their revenge) bur were far 
more aſtoniſhd, when they ſaw them- 
ſelves attacqued as the Authors and Ac- 
complices of {o horrid an Aſlaffinate, it 
was now neceſſary for the Parents both 
of Aliimas and Yannoza, to fave them- 
ſelves the beſt they could, and to provide 
for the lecurity of their lives by a {peedy 
flight. | 

Zacio, who expected nought but Tri- 

Dd 2 umphs 
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umphs for his Victory, was conſtrain 
t flip alide, to avoid the violence of the 
puriuit, which would have torced him 
wo change his Nuptial B<d for a Scatold, 
ny n after their gh they were all con- 
: Lmned tor C: \ntumacic , and all their 
Goods being Conhicate , their Efhigies 
terved tor a flam-tul Spectacle in the 


y ibl:que place of Exccuiion of Offen- 
GETS, 

&- here the Infamies and Calamities, 
ro vmch they blindly precipitate them- 
mw who will by Vengeance repair 

er Honour, 2:1d thereby wound that 
Ol =_— Prince, and intrench upon the 
Dower of their SOVCTEIEN ; this 18 to 


PASCN ops ord from the Lam of him 
1 


who bears it not in vain, bur for the 
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ubſcar, ee for the ſhad, OW, and to ac- 

: more, robb d Þimielf of the little 
\ he had ; the lois of his Goods by 
Conktication, ' and his baniſhment from 
I1is native Countrey, vere the leaſt of Jus 
Pans ; for had he been taken, he had 


. been cur 1n quarters, the horrour of his 


Crune mcriting no lels a puniſhment, 14 
I may 
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I may not call 1t a greater, to lead a poor 
and wretched life, which he aiter did in 
the depth of milery : For, 


He daily moursd for what he d done, 
Freſh miſeries daily arriv'd ; 
Ted nonght but ſpame ani hiryo ur wen, 
Anas fortunes and himſelf ſrrvit'd 
Such miſerics he aai'y underwent, 
As for worſe crimes were ample prifh- 
ment. 


They all dy'd poor and miſerable, ci- 
ther of regrer., neceſſity, or hunger, bc- 
ng beaten by all rhe ſtorms ot F rtune, 
and having n? retreat or hiroour but an 
Hoſpital, teeing themlelves become the 
very {weepings and oft-icourings of the 
world : Some of them were worn out 
with age and {orrow , others with pain 
and trouble , 4nd Zzxco at laſt, flying 
trom the tear of punithment,and pretting 
penury, to ſome remote Countrey,tound 
by the way a delivery from his Milerics, 
and a burial in the Waves, the Siup 1n 
which he went being untorcunately caſt 
away: Thus Heaven even robb'd him 
ofhis laſt reſuge, Baniſhment, according, 
to that of the Poet. 

Da 3 The 
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The hated ſeed of evil dvers 

Purſu'd by the revenging Povers, 
Shall ft-l{ find Fortune contrary : 

By miſchief. aaily be annoy'd, 

By Tice and Yermine be deſtroy d, 
And end in horrid miſery, 


But to give to this Bloody Relation a 
Cataſtrophe, which 1n its Tr. gical event 
atfords ſomething as divertiſing as 
ſtrange, we are to know, Thar the rune 
ol Polixena's Family and Parents could 
not extinguiſh the waſting flames v. hich 
the hope of being married to, and poſſel- 
ſing of Zxc'o. had kindled within her ; 
Nabituated Paſſions are not ſo ſoon put 
off as our Habits : This Maid had no Ears 
to hear the impoſſibility of vbtaining a 
Diſpenſation, ſhe had ſo long perſwaded 
her ſ{eIf that nothing was more certain, 
but much leſs to hear of the flight of her 
Parents, and of the Confiſcation of their 
Goods, which were the only things that 
readred her acceptable : She at firſt 
thought all this but feigned, and eaſje to 
be impoſed upon a Cloiſter'd perſon, but 
700n after fell into a matchleſs Frenzy, 
2nd a diſconſolate deſpair, beyond the 
advice or comfort of any. 
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{rremediable griefs her Soul torment, 
' Lna ſhe's conſum d with mortal diſcon- 
tent, 


At length perceiving that ſhe might long 
torment and vex her lelt before the walls 
that environed her (like thoſe of Fericho) 
would proſtrate themſelves at the noiſe 
of her lamentations, there fell into her 
fancy fo extravagant an invention as I 
ſhould be as much aſhamed to relate, as 
the Reader will be apt to laugh at as a 
Fable, were there not a thouſand and a 

thouſand witneſſes of it's verity. 
Prophane Writings are Vermine which 
creep into the moſt Sacred places 
through the curioſity of the Inhabitants; 
And though they are apt to corrupt good 
Manners, and alter the chaſteſt Reſolu- 
tions, yet it cannot be preyented, but 
that the moſt retired Veſtals will ſome- 
times caſt an eye upon their diverting 
pages, where learning that which be- 
fore they knew not ; or refreſhing their 
Memory of that which a long diſcont1- 
nuance had made them bury in oblivion, 
they either beget or awake in them the 
Idea's of a thouſand Inquietudes ; This 
Dd 4 puts 
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uy. puts Me 1 mind of the Roman Veſtal, | 
iÞ Th ho having read 1 iN a CEIRe that which 


day ray ily d by t the fOTCC of Imagination, 
ſhe unwittingly cry*d out, 


Kill me,if Lowe ben't a delicions thing, 
Ar:9d Marriaoe do not maichlefs pleaſures 
bring. 


Which ſo {candalized thole that heard 
her, that ſhe was by them brought betore 
the Cenlour, there to be che{tized,as one 
that had broken the [ntegrity w hich ſhe 
ought to preſerve under pau of death. 
And that which 1s remarkable. 1s, That 
Perjury was forbiaden amonglt them 
with.the lame rigour as Diſhoneſty. The 
c en{our upon this Accuſation adjudged 
her to be buried alive, the common pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who had violated the 
Chaſtity which they had vow d to Z eſta. 
This /eſal proteſting that ſhe was a 
Virgin, and that her Body was pure from 
the corruptions of pleaſure ; The Judge 
who condemned her for her x ords, did 


: 


by the ſame convince her, ſaying to her. 
Either thou haſt experimented walawful 


|| pleaſures, which make thee culpable ; Or if 
Fl thor 
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thou haſt not, thy Perjury makes thee de. 


ſerve death. by affirming that which thou 


art ignorani of, 1his Dilemma ſtopt her 
mouth, and the rigorous Sentence was 
executed upon her. Certainly we live 
under a Law, ſo much more exa&, as it 
15 1incomparably more pure, more true, 
more juſt, than that of the ancient Ro- 
mas, benighted with the thick Fogs 
and clouds of Paganiim : For the Spoule 
of holy Virgins 1s fo delicate, that he is 
not onely jealous of the purity of their 
bodies, but even of that of their thoughts: 
ſo that to ſee him and be happy, they 
muſt be pure in heart : Whatloever then 
may 1n the leaſt ſully this lovely white- 

eſs, ought to be as carefully avoided, as 
the Ermin ſhuns what may defile her cu- 
rious Furre; Let tender Virgins there- 
force, avoid as Rocks and Shelves theſe 
:mpure Books . f{ince under their words 
of honey, and flouriſhing expreſſions, are 
h1d the Serpents of dzngerous imagina- 
Lions, 

The Monaſtery whercin Polixena was 
incioſed, was of great Eminency, and full 
ot Cloyſterd Virgins, but whether ſo 
tvely as they ought, I know not: How - 
ever it were, this Maid was pleated with 

Lie 
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the reading of fooliſh and fabulous 
Books, ſuch as are Poetry and Romances, 
Amongſt the Images of Piety and Devo- 
tion, there often {lide into the holy pla- 
ces licentious Pictures, which alſo make 
unhandſome 1mprefſions in weak and 
tender ſpirits, though they be onely 
there under the pretext of Hangings and 
Imbroideries, whence it happens that 
ſome things the molt fabulous and ridi- 
culous, ott pals for truths in their beliet; 
and take place of more folid Idea's : This 
happen'd to Polixeza,who reading of the 
Imaginary artifice of Dedalus his wings, 
by which he eſcaped the Cretaz Prifon, 
and oft fixing her eyes upon a Picture 
repreſented this Fable, and having for- 
merly in Hangings wrought 1t with her 
Needle,with which ſhehad made curious 
Wings which balanced the father and 
his ſon 7carws in the Air, this ſtory 
wrought ſo upon her melancholy and 
diſtracted fancy, that ſhe would try to 
imitate the cunning of the one, without 
remembring the folly and misfortune of 
the other. 

She heaped together from all parts as 
many feathers as ſhe could, and bought 
abundance, beſides many intire Birds, 

whoſe 
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whoſe feathers pleated her as much as 
their fleſh did others , with thele ſhe pre- 
tended to make Chaplers and Garlands, 
and ſuch like pretty toys, in which thoſe 
ot her Sex and condition are for the moſt 
part incomparably ingenious : They let 
her alone, hoping it might divert her 
Melancholy. She made a large habit, of 
Feathers artificially wrought upon alin- 
nen Robe fitted to her body, and then 
taſhioned two large Wings, with which 
by the moving of her Arms ſhe thought 
ſhe could bear up her lelf in the Air, 
and 1if need were, fly with this brave 
accoutrement even into another World. 
Her deſign was to go find her Pa- 
rents 1n what part of the World {oever 
they abode; and if they conſented not 
to marry her to Zxco, to fly to him, and 
ſummon him to perform his promile , 
which was to reverſe the Fable of Zeda, 
who was coupled with a Swan. See here 
the extravagant vanity of a ſpirit tran- 
iported with Love, and then tell me 
whether the blind deity which preſides 
over this paſſion have not wings: But 
it was not enough to put on theſe toys 
withour ſhe uſe them, having therefore 
one Evening fitted up all her fair tica- 

there 
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thered attire, and paſſed all the Night un 
an unſpeakable extravagancy, in which 
ſhe made as many rounds about the 
World as Fob's malicious Wanderer, and 
not having been able to clole her eyes, it 
was eaſie tor her to riſe ſooner 1n the 
Morning than any of the rcſt. Being 
theretore mounted upon the Steeple, and 
having ftred on her Habit in which ſhe 
thought to out-flye the Eagle,and feared 
nothing but being born up too high and 
too near the Sun, ſhe caſt her ſelt with 
extended Arms from her lofty ſtation : 
But never Hawk ſtruck down io violent- 
ly upon his Prey, as ſhe precipitated her 
!elt ro the ground, where ſhe was cruth't 
almoſt into as many pleces as the had 
teathers on her Habit. 


Morning being come, ſhe who had 
charge to ring the Bell, paſſing through 
the Cloiſters, was ready to {ink down 
with tear, ſeeing this Bird ſtretch t out 
at length, of a greater bulk by far than 
the had ever ſeen before ; fear put wings 
to her feet, 1t not greater, yet however 
{wifter than thoſe which the Miferable 
Polixena had fixed to her Arms. This 
Maid was her ſelf the Bell that luddainiy 

lounded 
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ſounded up all the Convent : The trem- 
bling Doves beheld this aftrightful Eagle 
through the Windows of their Cells, 
and could almoſt have crept into the 
crannies of the Walls to hide themſelves 
trom 1{o terrible a Creature, of which 
they had never ſeen nor heard the like : 
Some took it for a Dragor ; others tor a 
Griffoz, and all for that which their na- 
tural puſillanimity dictated unto them : 
At laſt having taken ſomewhat better 
courage, and fortified themſelves with 
the Croſs and Holy-Water, they ap- 
proached the breathleſs Corps of Po- 
lixena, lo battered and bruiſed, princi- 
pally her head, that it was hard to know 
her. Atlaſt they underſtood the folly, 
and to what deſign ſhe had amalsed to 
many Feathers, and her Companions 
calling to mind her ordinary dilcourles 
about Dedalas and Zcarns, and her de- 
fires to be turn'd intoa Bird, and many 
orher her extravagancies, conje tured it 
to be as we have ſaid, and it was as ſoon 
divulged through the City, the ſtrange- 
nels oi the Eyent ſerving a long time tor 
diſcourſe and entertainment. Some ÞP1- 
tied her, others laughed at her; and as 
rhereare as many different Minds 1n the 
World 
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World as men, every one judged of it 
according to their fancy ; The wiler ſort 
blamed her Parents, who had rather im- 
priloned then vowed her ro God, who 
acceprs none but voluntary ſacrifices. 
Her Elly however ſomewhat exculed her 
deſpair, being overcome by an enraged 
paſſion which had in others upon like 
occaſion produced more tragical, though 
none ſo ridiculous events. 


I ſhall conclude all with a ſhort Medi- 
tation which at that time was that of 
Simplicius., who as on the top of a rock, 
mountei high above the reach of the 
fierceſt waves, from thence beheld all 


theſe furious tempelts of a diſturbed Sea, 


and conhdering how tearfully the hand 
of God darts lighting upon the heads of 
the incorrigibly 1:3:pious, after the ſeri- 
ous ſcanning of all the particulars we 
have before related, he ſhut up his Con- 
templation,as we ſhall do our Diicourſe, 
with theſe words of the Divine Singer, 


T hou who the God of Fuſtice art 
Hut never take the wicked 5 part, 


Sinners 


FE To” ts SELVES, 
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Sinners ſhall not atide with thee 
FVho fooliſh innocenc\ uſe, 
And mock at thee, axl thine abuſe 
Shall in an inſtant (catterd be. 


T his ſcritteſt Tudgment: ſhall purſue 
Falſe men ;hat aiwazes (peak untrue, 
Being ſtill wucrſe fron what i good, 
Thus Scourges ſhll or aake from far 
The people hat delight in War, 
£nd pleaſure take in ſnedding blood. 


